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Mr, Howard Bray 1/22/17
Fand for Investizative Journaliss

1346 Cemmecticut ive., 10th fleer

H“h.. D.C. 20036

Dear Heward,

Tour call, yeur centinming interest and yeur valuable, practical sugsestien mean
muck, Thonks for ell asd for just beiag a geed guy.

There are seme warealities ia Curtis’/ letter. His snd Zwbra's are emclesed,

If I ignere them in my letter part ef the reasen I wrete it is awaremess of them,
There is alse the pemsibility he may hear of & publisher witk a subject interest. There
a2lze are real preblems that camnet be avpided.Perhaps thiz letter, which raises them,
can de what you had in mimd,

Rather tham reducing their eutput of assassinztisn besks pablishers are increasimg
them, All the crap is being reprinted, tee. ' -

What troubles me mere is Mis ceument en the werk, This is meither ége mor vanity.
If I did net send yeu a cepy of what I wrete him anticipating precisely this reactien
I can, The provailent dilike ef the pelemical is agkmelvedged and sn offert made 4o
explain it. But there is me questien but that I said it senld all be edited eut and that
in almes$ all cases i’ required emly a blue pencile This is net a real preblesm,

What surprises me is that there iz me ether criticiam of the writinge I hud antie
copated heavy cuts and agreed te that im advance, tee. I asked enly thet the changes be
faithful te the werk, '

Bantan sisbehaved very badly at the evidenitiary hearing. I csuld met hessstly
leave it mout mxfix of the t of a masuscript that is te be faclusive and is expechesd
te be shortemsds In fact % erganized that part te make catting it out svem easier,
But I suspect that ovem with it eut eatirely hardback publishkers will amticipate Bantan's
displeasure and prefer te avedd it.

¥What is mest troubling is that he writes mw what ke keows is net really trus: "yeu
really den't suggest the altermate scemarie - - yeu den't really solve the crime,®

4s it relates te the imcemplete draft this ie true., Im the reality of which he was
fully informed it id false. I went inte this in a numbes of ways, including what Zebra
weuld want. My e there was en the peint.:I had te prepare him sma I did, in more
than ensugh detail, shertens inte I kmev wverythiag except the names amd did sstablish
how the crime was comsited.,not as alleged. I effiored te g» to Mew York, to make explaratiens,
te show procfs amd I seid what I think has t- be eobvieus in a beek abeut a breskiag
stery, I woeuld met write the misasing verts wmtil I hsd a comtract, 4 menth thereafter I
promised the rezt of the draft., I even went imte what weuld Raprem te anether fake besk
like Zebra's Appeintmont in Dallas, what they wok ebvieusly wast. What I am paying is that
here ke ig dighenest asd I cammet aveif the belief it is delibersts. I have me idea why.

I do mot believe it is eften that half of a beek is doseribed as "s brillismt job" =
against the FEL yot - and with siuple editing “a very salesble preperty” amé thea there
is ae interesi, Eapecialiy with the guarantee that the beek dees selve the crime smi
uith tHuly uwaprecedented backstepring, as yeu will see. Teo msny ef these peeple camnet
face their pasts with s0 = bew else can they justify themselves? ~ snd there reafiing a
gut fear of beth govermsent amd selid expesure of ite (I had about 120 rejectiems intere
matienally on Whitswash, the first beoks

+ Ny thinking is as simple as =y bepes are sedest. There is ue beskf that sexeene
can t fauld, justly. There is virtuwally me successful besk witheat a major effert by a
pablicker, This efferi begims with sditing. I sgreed im advamce te the changes nentioned,
These claims are therefors met the real reases(s). Whatever is the explsmation it is met that
the beck is iwpesaible er the market does mot sxist. The markef peteatial is zreat, Thanks and
hlt’



