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Zapruder fam
ily, governm

ent disagree 
W

A
SH

IN
G

TO
N

 (A
P) —

 The hatm
ting im

age 
of John F. K

ennedy's assassination, captured in 
a 26-second hom

e m
ovie by a D

allas dress-
m

aker, has been im
pressed on the national 

consciousness for nearly 35 years. N
ow

, A
bra-

ham
 Z

apruder's fam
ily is sparring w

ith the 
Justice-D

epartm
ent over the price tag for the 

historic footage. 
T

he fam
ily is seeking $18.5 m

illion for the 
film

 Z
apruder shot as the president's m

otorcade 
m

oved through D
allas on N

ov. 22, 1963. T
he 

governm
ent proposes to pay far less. 

It takes an aw
ful lot of courage for som

eone 
in the governm

ent to determ
ine w

hat the value 
of this film

 is, but that's w
hat's necessary for the 

governm
ent to take advantage of w

hat w
e are 

trying to do," said H
enry*Z

apruder, a W
ashing-

ton law
yer w

hose father died in 1970. 
T

he original Z
apruder film

, considered a key 
piece of evidence in the investigation of K

enne-
dy's assassination, has been stored in a N

ational 
A

rchives film
 vault since the 1970s. T

he Z
a-

pruder fam
ily has m

aintained the rights to it 
B

ut last year, a goyernm
ent board declared  

that the film
 w

as the possession of the people of 
the U

nited States and said the governm
ent had 

to determ
ine how

 m
uch to com

pensate the 
fam

ily for its rights. 
T

he Justice D
epartm

ent has offered the 
fam

ily $750,000 w
hile indicating that the upper 

range m
ight reach as high as $3 m

illion, T
he 

W
ashington P

ost reported yesterday. 
T

he fam
ily deposited the original film

 in a 
N

ational A
rchives vault in the 1970s, w

anting 
to ensure its safety and preservation. T

he 
fam

ily allow
ed noncom

m
ercial users, such 

P
a
g
e 5

A
., 

on value of JFK film
 

as teachers and students, to use the film
 free 

and charged a fee for those w
ho w

anted the 
film

 for com
m

ercial purposes. 
In 1992, C

ongress cfrad the A
ssassina-

tion R
ecords ' R

eview
 B

oard to am
ass all 

relevant evidence in the K
ennedy case. T

hat 
board declared in A

pril 1997 that the film
 

belonged to the federal governm
ent 

T
he Z

apruders, w
ho say they w

ould prefer 
the film

 belong to the nation, began talking 
w

ith the Justice D
epartm

ent last year over 
com

pensation. T
he fam

ily offered to sell the  

film
 for $18.5 m

illion, and the P
ost said the 

Z
apruders received appratsals for the filin as 

high as $70 m
illion. 

John T
unheim

, a federal judge w
ho is 

chairm
an of the A

ssassination R
ecords R

e-
view

 B
oard, said last year the film

's m
onetary 

value could be hard to agree upon. 
T

he Z
apruders fear the only option they 

w
ill b

e left w
ith

 is a law
su

it B
u

t fam
ily 

m
em

bers said they w
ould prefer not to do 

this and w
ould instead like to see this as a gift 

to the nation by not seeking the full value. 


