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To Andvew Seismbrs 1/3/69
From Harold Weisberg
Remommended witnesses - Abrshsm Zspruder, Dieck Billings, D avid Chsniler

Zepruder will be en edverse witness. However, he 1s preded to
suthonticate his film, He slsc immediately seid thet the shots esme ‘rom
behind him, on the gressy kmoll, not even saying that eny ecsme from he TSBD.
His testimony mekes clear that he wes talksd into seyirg they csme f'vm the
TSBD, Hiz teatimony slso mekes cleer he ssw the Fresident shet beforv Freme
210, I ge imte this in sll the bocks &xcept Osweld in New Orlesnms. Ii. Phote-
graphic shite wesh I reproduce the ieerst Service Renort quoting him as seping
the shots ceme from behind him- the day of the sssassination. Thds ho esn be
used %o establisb fact, where he heard the shots come from, the menrer of the
"investigation", getting witnesses tn B8ay other than they observed, ind other
things. I should sdd he wes imwedistely quoted on TV oy saying whst le told
the Secrast .jervice snd 1 belicve 1 heve the Dslles TV mwless 5 repcrting. I
know if I do not they em be gotten from the rchives from the eitations in
VEITEVASH IX.

s hrg other adventepes se o witness. First, whet he resl.y sold
LIPE is the right to suprress his film. le confirmed this to me, “fter first
denying it, seying, bty way of defense nf LIFE, that it was his desirc] He is
2 resl, live, 196% Judenrst, snd will be +n effective wey of showine the
Zury whet kind of pecple nprose us, are used for this nripose, Next, with the
film sctu=1lly, to all trectiesl purposes, sup ressed, it w7ill be effective
+t7 hnw how wealthy it heas mede him. e got more then v500,000, for mcre tham
e yosr ago Yillings confirmea to me it wes then about this smeunt,

Now if »ny of tue LIFE peopls sro letaer to be used by the defense,
getting this in in chief wnuld pull the teeth of all of that, beside: telling
sn essentisl rart of the story, how the bteesic evidence was supnressec =nd dis-

" tarted. He cennct control himeslf, comes through es sntirely irrstidrsl, will

tilurt out 211 sorts of things thst will hurt him and his side, und slculd
essily be declared 2 hostile witness, o has 8 contrsct with LIFE thet is

cet forth ia hiz testimony, a2 copy of Which L left there in Xerox when I used
this on "WOM=TV, 8hout the time you originslly subpensed the film, i heve us=dd
it ¢ dozen times on TV sin-ce, #sithout a single peep from LIFE, snd I've uzed
stills on TV, zgsln without ;rotest, ‘ow !IFK has never released the "miusing
fremes”, deupitas the puffary in the press. See the Lirst chapler of JHOTO ",
end heve nsver answered my remuest for coples sfter they snnounced tiey were
"releseging’ tiem, I there print the note profibiting thsir use from {he 4P
Tiles, sg-in without = peep from either :(IFE or AP. 1 think t-is wil] help
convince @ potential unfriendly jureor that he hae baen polsoned by tle preas.

. Mors, Zs ruder can ba use. o destroy the fiction the originel
cannot ba shown hacsuse of danger %o it. He told me he kept it in hil:. ofrice
in Jellas for to~ longest time nand showed it so often, =fter the desl with
iIFE, that ke esnnot sty how memy times, ife cen 8lse be use: to show that
the .ommission knsw the erucial frames #ere missing =2nd wha silent, lem ining
that wsy even affer I brought t.1s to light.

Ig you think there is » cheuce ol the Jefense eelling 81l ings,
1 would urge him also =s a prosecution =witness, sasily del@ared hostile becauss
nf his writing, %o te askad about the “spruder snd zl1 other picture deals,
where LIFT either suprressed the pictures cr entirelyymisrepressnied them. The
amount of money they spemt® rm this, tn rroduce neothifly significant, :bould also

‘be dPfective to the jury. "hem the CIA conmections of LIFE -..nsgeuen! aFe con-

sidered, if that cean be gotten into evidence, it will further reduce the
effectivensss of sny LIFE testimony, Billings', Chbendlers', ete. Fleise consult

the memomof my Chandler interview (whi
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