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O
ne of three N

avy pathologists w
ho 

co
n
d
u
cted

 th
e au

to
p
sy

 o
n
 P

resid
en

t 
John F

. K
ennedy said in testim

ony re-
leased F

riday that K
ennedy's personal 

physician, an adm
iral, gave them

 unex-
p
ected

 in
stru

ctio
n
s o

n
 h

o
w

 to
 d

o
 th

e 
w

ork. 
In

 p
a
rtic

u
la

r, th
e
 p

a
th

o
lo

g
ist -

backed by one of his colleagues —
 testi-

fied in 1996 that A
dm

. G
eorge B

urkley 
instructed them

 to ignore K
ennedy's ad-

renal glands, w
hich are located near the 

kidneys, and not to discuss their condi-
tio

n
 w

ith
 an

y
o
n
e. K

en
n
ed

y
 h

ad
 b

een
 

suspected of suffering an adrenaline in-
sufficiency know

n as A
ddison's disease, 

ch
aracterized

 b
y
 w

eig
h
t lo

ss an
d
 ex

-
trem

e w
eakness, but had long denied it. 

D
r. J. T

hornton B
osw

ell also testified  

that B
urkley took the half of K

ennedy's 
brain rem

aining after his assassination 
and carried it aw

ay in a bucket. 
B

osw
ell testified before the U

.S
. A

s-
sassin

atio
n
 R

eco
rd

s R
ev

iew
 B

o
ard

, 
w

hich F
riday released its entire m

edical 
file on the 1963 assassination in D

allas. 
T

he file shed no substantial new
 light 

on the controversy about w
hether the 

assassination resulted from
 a conspir-

acy, but did produce new
 insights. 

A
ll th

ree p
ath

o
lo

g
ists w

ere q
u
es-

tioned by the review
 board and stuck by 

their original reports —
 saying K

enne-
d
y
 w

as k
illed

 b
y
 o

n
e rifle sh

o
t in

 th
e 

h
ead

 an
d
 o

n
e in

 th
e n

eck
, b

o
th

 fired
 

from
 the rear. B

osw
ell testified that a 

w
ound in the back of K

ennedy's neck, 
described by m

any conspiracy theorists 
as an exit w

ound, w
as "clearly a w

ound 
of entrance;"

 

A
fter K

ennedy's body w
as flow

n back 
to the W

ashington area from
 D

allas, it 
w

as taken to B
ethesda N

aval H
ospital 

for autopsy. B
osw

ell, D
r. Jam

es H
um

es 
and D

r. P
ierre F

inck conducted the au-
topsy. 

Jerem
y G

unn, the assassination re-
view

 board's counsel, asked B
osw

ell: 
"W

as it your im
pression in 1963 that 

D
r. B

urkley w
as supervising w

hat w
as 

going on in the autopsy room
?" B

osw
ell 

replied: "W
e w

ere acting on certain of 
his instructions." 

H
u
m

es testified
 A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral 

R
obert F. K

ennedy and Jacqueline K
en-

nedy w
ere at the hospital. S

he had said 
she w

as not going to leave w
ithout K

en-
nedy's body, H

um
es said, and B

urkley 
"w

as anxious that that period be short-
en

ed
." B

u
t H

u
m

es d
id

 co
n
cu

r th
at 

surW
ey had given the order on ignoring  

the adrenals. 
C

onspiracy theorists have contended 
that K

ennedy's brain w
as stolen. B

ut 
B

osw
ell insisted there w

as no theft -
that he sim

ply gave the brain to B
urk-

ley
. T

h
e ad

m
iral th

en
 p

resu
m

ab
ly

 
turned the brain over to R

obert K
enne-

dy. F
earful it m

ight be used as a curios-
ity, R

obert K
ennedy reportedly disposed 

of it —
 perhaps burying it w

ith the rest 
of his brother's body. 

T
he-review

 board, in releasing the re-
cords, bem

oaned "the incom
pleteness 

of the autopsy record and the suspicion 
cau

sed
 b

y
 th

e sh
ro

u
d
 o

f secrecy
 th

at 
has surrounded the records that de ex-
ist." T

he board said attem
pts to protect 

the privacy of the K
ennedy fam

ily, al-
th

o
u
g
h
 w

ell-in
ten

tio
n
ed

, h
av

e left a 
leg

acy
 o

f "d
istru

st an
d
 ,su

sp
icip

p
' , , 
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