
Z
apruder F

ilm
 on Sale 

G
raphic K

ennedy assassination footage for $19.98 
B

y M
ichael D

orm
an 

S
P

E
C

IA
L

 C
O

R
R

E
S

P
O

N
D

E
N

T
 

T
o

 th
e ap

p
ro

v
al o

f assassin
atio

n
 

buffs and the dism
ay of m

any w
ho con-

sider it crass com
m

ercialism
, copies of 

th
e fam

ed
 Z

ap
ru

d
er film

 o
f P

resid
en

t 
Jo

h
n

 F
. K

en
n

ed
y

's m
u

rd
er w

en
t o

n
 

sale yesterday. 
A

 d
ig

itally
 en

h
an

ced
 v

ersio
n

 o
f th

e 
original film

, generally described as the 
m

ost revealing depiction of the K
enne-

dy assassination, w
ent on sale at video 

stores across the country for $19.98. 
A

lth
o
u
g

h
 th

e am
ateu

r m
o
v
ie m

ad
e 

by D
allas garm

ent m
anufacturer A

bra-
h

am
 Z

ap
ru

d
er lasted

 o
n

ly
 2

6
 seco

n
d

s, 
th

e co
m

m
ercial film

 ru
n
s 4

5
 m

in
u
tes. 

F
o
rty

 m
in

u
tes are o

ccu
p
ied

 b
y
 b

ack
-

g
ro

u
n
d
 m

aterial o
n
 th

e m
ak

in
g
 o

f th
e 

m
ovie. T

his w
as follow

ed by six sepa-
rate show

ings of K
ennedy's head seem

-
ing to explode w

hen struck by a bullet. 
T

he film
 does not claim

 to shed new
 

lig
h
t o

n
 K

en
n
ed

y
's m

u
rd

er. A
ssassin

a- 
,  

tion buffs have played bootleg copies of 
the Z

apruder film
 for years in attem

pts 
to

 p
ro

v
e su

n
d
ry

 co
n
sp

iracy
 th

eo
ries. 

T
he version released yesterday w

a
s pro-

d
u
ced

 b
y
 M

P
I H

o
m

e V
id

eo
 o

f O
rlan

d
 

P
ark

, Ill., w
ith

 th
e au

th
o
rizatio

n
 o

f 
A

braham
 Z

apruder's survivors. 
"W

e h
av

e, th
ro

u
g
h
o
u
t th

e y
ears, ac-

co
m

m
o

d
ated

 in
d

iv
id

u
al req

u
ests fo

r 
co

p
ies o

f th
e Z

ap
ru

d
er film

 fo
r re-

search, education and personal individ-
u
al u

se," Z
ap

ru
d
er's so

n
, H

en
ry

, said
. 

"W
e are to

d
ay

 au
th

o
rizin

g
 release to

 
th

e g
en

eral p
u
b
lic in

 o
rd

er to
 co

n
tin

u
e 

satisfy
in

g
 th

ese req
u

ests —
 b

alan
cin

g
 

th
e p

u
b

lic in
terest in

 access w
ith

 o
u

r 
desire to protect against exploitation of 
th

is trag
ic ev

en
t." 

M
any com

plained, how
ever, that re-

lease of the film
 w

as itself an act of ex-
p
lo

itatio
n
. F

ran
k
 M

an
k
iew

icz, w
h
o
 

serv
ed

 as th
e late R

o
b

ert F
. K

en
n

ed
y

's 
p
ress secretary

, said
, "It's h

ard
 to

 b
e-

liev
e th

ey
're d

o
in

g
 th

is. It's d
eg

rad
in

g
. 

B
ut it's just part of the general cheapen-

in
g

 o
f th

e cu
ltu

re b
y

 p
eo

p
le w

h
o

 th
in

k
 

ev
ery

th
in

g
 h

as a p
rice. I'm

 su
rp

rised
 

th
ey

're n
o
t m

ak
in

g
 it a d

o
u
b
le featu

re 
w

ith
 th

e few
 seco

n
d
s o

f film
 sh

o
w

in
g
 

Jack R
uby shooting L

ee O
sw

ald." 
A

m
ong the other com

plainants w
ere 

to
u

rists y
esterd

ay
 v

isitin
g

 th
e scen

e in
 

D
allas' D

ealey
 P

laza, w
h
ere K

en
n
ed

y
 

w
as assassin

ated
 o

n
 N

o
v
. 2

2
, 1

9
6
3
. 

T
ypical w

as P
am

ela T
ate of G

lenw
ood 

S
p
rin

g
s, C

o
lo

. "I d
o
n
't th

in
k
 it sh

o
u
ld

 
be on sale, out of consideration for the 
K

en
n
ed

y
 fam

ily
," sh

e said
. "It k

in
d
 o

f 
ch

eap
en

s th
e situ

atio
n
." 

A
 lead

in
g
 assassin

atio
n
 b

u
ff —

 D
e-

bra C
onw

ay, ow
ner of the JF

K
-L

ancer 
h
isto

rical research
 firm

 in
 D

allas d
if-

fered
. "W

e th
in

k
 p

u
b
lic d

istrib
u
tio

n
 o

f 
the film

 is a good idea, so the A
m

erican 
people can m

ake up their ow
n m

inds on 
w

hat happened that day," she said. 
R

obert G
roden, w

ho has w
ritten sev-

eral books on K
ennedy conspiracy the- 

o
n
es, sells b

o
o
k
s an

d
 v

id
eo

s o
n
 a sp

o
t 

near the grassy knoll fam
ous in assassi-

n
atio

n
 lo

re. B
alan

cin
g

 a T
V

 set o
n

 a 
g
arb

ag
e can

 th
ere y

esterd
ay

, G
ro

d
en

 
p

rev
iew

ed
 th

e n
ew

 film
 fo

r to
u

rists. 
"T

h
e clarity

 an
d
 sh

arp
n
ess are ab

so
-

lu
tely

 ex
q

u
isite," h

e said
 as th

e v
id

eo
 

sh
o
w

ed
 K

en
n
ed

y
's sk

u
ll b

ein
g
 rip

p
ed

 
apart by a bullet. 

A
b
rah

am
 Z

ap
ru

d
er, in

 th
e cro

w
d
 

w
atching K

ennedy's D
allas m

otorcade, 
sim

p
ly

 w
an

ted
 to

 film
 th

e p
resid

en
tial 

visit but alm
ost accidentally caught the 

assassination in his cam
era lens. 

T
he original film

 has been in the N
a-

tional A
rchives in W

ashington, D
.C

. for 
safek

eep
in

g
 sin

ce 1
9
7
8
. N

eg
o
tiatio

n
s 

are u
n
d
er w

ay
 fo

r th
e g

o
v
ern

m
en

t to
 

b
u

y
 th

e film
 fro

m
 th

e Z
ap

ru
d

ers, b
u

t 
fed

eral o
fficials rep

o
rted

ly
 o

ffered
 $

3
 

m
illio

n
 an

d
 th

e fam
ily

 ask
ed

 fo
r $

1
8
 

m
illion. 
T

h
e A

sso
cia

ted
 P

ress co
n

trib
u

ted
 

to th
is story. 


