
ces A
llegations of C

overup in G
as A

ttacks 
IA D  

t...! B
y B

ill M
cA

llise
 a

 d
 D

 
%

slung= Post Staff W
rites; 

V
M

  ' 
 

S
ri I 

.. 9  • 
T

he C
IA

 held a rare on-the-record 
41,1 • n

e
w

s co
n
fe

re
n
ce

 ye
ste

rd
a
y to

 d
e
-

, n
o

u
n

c
e

 a
s
 u

n
tru

e
 tw

o
 fo

rm
e

r e
rn

-
' p

lo
ye

e
s' a

lle
g

a
tio

n
s th

a
t th

e
 a

g
e

n
cy 

co
ve

re
d
 u

p
 Ira

q
i p

o
iso

n
 g

a
s a

tta
cks 

h
a

n
d

 o
th

e
r ca

se
s w

h
e

re
 U

.S
. tro

o
p

s 
ir6 iive

re
 e

xp
o

se
d

 to
 ch

e
m

ica
l w

e
a

p
o

n
s 

C
d during the G

ulf W
ar. 

e '- '". "W
e
 h

a
ve

 h
e
ld

 n
o
th

in
g
 b

a
ck," 

	

 

j
 

	N
o
- 

't S
la

tkin
, th

e
 C

IA
's e

xe
cu

tive
 d

ire
c-

to
r, 

io
r to

ld
 re

p
o

rte
rs

 s
u

m
m

o
n

e
d

 to
 a

 

	

im
a

ll
' 	

* cro
w

d
e

d
 th

e
a

te
r a

t th
e

 a
g

e
n

- 
t- p

's L
a
n
g
le

y h
e
a
d
q
u
a
rte

rs. 
; . B

u
t S

la
tk

in
, w

h
o

 m
a

n
a

g
e

s
 th

e
 

r, ,'A
gency's day-to-day operations, an-

0
 ;A

gency's  th
a
t th

e
 C

IA
's

 in
s
p
e
c
to

r 
m

. , g
e

n
e

ra
l h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 d
ire

cte
d

 to
 e

xa
m

-
in

e
 th

e
 fo

rm
e

r w
o

rke
rs' a

lle
g

a
tio

n
s, 

in
clu

d
in

g
 th

e
ir co

m
p

la
in

t th
a

t th
e

y 
su

ffe
re

d
 d

iscrim
in

a
tio

n
 in

 th
e

ir jo
b

s 
to  as a result of their charges. 

;: T
h

e
 fa

ct th
a

t th
e

 se
cre

tive
 a

g
e

n
cy 

ire
n

t to
 su

ch
 p

u
b

lic e
ffo

rts to
 d

e
n

y 
e charges by the husband-and-w

ife 
o
f fo

rm
e
r a

n
a
lysts P

a
trick a

n
d
 

o
b
in

 E
d
d
in

g
to

n
 o

f F
a
irfa

x
 illu

s
-

tra
te

s
 th

e
 C

IA
's

 s
e

n
s
itiv

ity
 to

 th
e

 
p

p
 lo

u
p

le
's ch

a
rg

e
s, w

h
ich

 w
e

re
 first 

.t: tire
d
 W

e
d
n
e
sd

a
y in

 th
e
 N

e
w

 Y
o
rk 

M
:tim

e
s
. In

 th
a

t in
te

rv
ie

w
, P

a
tric

k
 

ix td
d
in

g
to

n
 a

lle
g
e
d
 th

a
t th

e
re

 w
e
re

 
4
0
 in

cid
e
n
ts in

 w
h
ich

 n
e
rve

 g
a
se

s 
14 A

n
d

 o
th

e
r ch

e
m

ica
l w

e
a

p
o

n
s w

e
re

 
1.4.
 eleased near U

.S
. troops. 

1
  -I Y

e
ste

rd
a

y, E
d

d
in

g
to

n
 to

ld
 a

n
 in

-
it 

1
.1

 te
rvie

w
e
r o

n
 th

e
 ca

b
le

 M
S

N
B

C
 

?, new
s netw

ork he believed that in "8, 
2
0
, 1

2
 in

cid
e
n
ts" U

.S
. fo

rce
s ca

m
e
 

d
ire

ctly u
n

d
e

r ch
e

m
ica

l a
tta

ck b
y 

M
Ira

q
i fo

rce
s d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 b

rie
f 1

9
9

1
 

w
a

r. 

L
ike

 th
e
 C

IA
, th

e
 P

e
n
ta

g
o
n
 a

n
d
 

an independent presidential com
m

it-
te

e
 h

a
ve

 re
je

cte
d

 th
o

se
 a

lle
g

a
tio

n
s, 

saying they have exam
ined the sam

e 
d

a
ta

 cite
d

 b
y th

e
 E

d
d

in
g

to
n

s a
n

d
 

fo
u

n
d

 th
a

t it fa
lls sh

o
rt o

f co
n

firm
in

g
 

such suspicions. 
"O

n the basis of a com
prehensive 

re
vie

w
 o

f in
te

llig
e

n
ce

, w
e

 co
n

tin
u

e
 

to
 c

o
n
c
lu

d
e
 th

a
t Ira

q
 d

id
 n

o
t u

s
e
 

ch
e
m

ica
l o

r b
io

lo
g
ica

l w
e
a
p
o
n
s d

u
r-

in
g

 th
e

 G
u

lf W
a

r," S
la

tkin
 sa

id
 ye

s-
terday. T

he C
IA

 official also rejected 
P

atrick E
ddington's suggestions that 

fa
llo

u
t fro

m
 a

e
ria

l b
o

m
b

in
g

 o
f Ira

q
i 

ch
e

m
ica

l p
la

n
ts co

u
ld

 h
a

ve
 re

a
ch

e
d

 
U

.S
. tro

o
p

s. 
S

h
e

 sa
id

 th
a

t a
 C

IA
 a

n
a

lyst, L
a

rry 
F

o
x, d

isco
ve

re
d
 th

e
 first e

vid
e
n
ce

 
that U

.S
. troops could have been ex-

p
o
se

d
 to

 so
m

e
 ch

e
m

ica
l fa

llo
u
t a

s 
th

e
y w

e
re

 e
xp

lo
d

in
g

 a
 ca

ch
e

 o
f Ira

q
i 

m
u
n
itio

n
s a

t a
 re

m
o
te

 d
e
se

rt site
 a

f-
te

r th
e

 w
a

r. T
h

e
 P

e
n

ta
g

o
n

 h
a

s cite
d

 
th

a
t d

is
c
lo

s
u

re
 a

s
 a

 "w
a

te
rs

h
e

d
" 

e
v
e
n
t a

n
d
 h

a
s
 o

rd
e
re

d
 2

0
,0

0
0
 

tro
o
p
s w

h
o
 w

e
re

 in
 th

e
 a

re
a
 to

 b
e
 

c
o
n
ta

c
te

d
 to

 d
e
te

rm
in

e
 if th

e
ir 

health w
as affected. 

S
latkin said F

ox w
as w

ashing dish-
e
s a

t h
is h

o
m

e
, liste

n
in

g
 to

 a
 B

a
lti-

m
o
re

 ra
d
io

 ta
lk sh

o
w

 a
s h

e
 h

e
a
rd

 
G

u
lf ve

te
ra

n
s d

iscu
ss e

xp
lo

sio
n
s a

t 
th

e
 site

. T
h
e
 a

n
a
lyst la

te
r re

tu
rn

e
d
 

to
 L

a
n
g
le

y a
n
d
 re

vie
w

e
d
 a

 ta
p
e
 o

f 
th

e
 b

ro
a
d
ca

st, d
isco

ve
rin

g
 th

a
t U

.S
. 

troops w
ere at a place called K

ham
i-

s
iy

a
h
, w

h
e
re

 h
e
 k

n
e
w

 c
h
e
m

ic
a
l 

w
e
a
p
o
n
s m

ig
h
t h

a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 p

re
se

n
t 

a
n
d
 th

u
s re

le
a
se

d
 w

h
e
n
 Ira

q
i m

u
n
i-

tio
n

s w
e

re
 b

lo
w

n
 u

p
 fo

llo
w

in
g

 th
e

 
w

a
r. 
P

a
trick E

d
d

in
g

to
n

's la
w

ye
r, M

a
rk 

Z
aid, said yesterday evening that the 

C
IA

's n
e
w

s co
n
fe

re
n
ce

 w
a
s "ju

st a
 

public relations tool" and that his cli-
ent dem

ands a congressional investi-
gation. 

P
a

trick E
d

d
in

g
to

n
, w

h
o

 is p
la

n
-

n
in

g
 to

 p
u
b
lish

 a
 b

o
o
k w

ith
 h

is co
n
-

clusions on the G
ulf W

ar, w
as asked 

in
 th

e
 M

S
N

B
C

 in
te

rv
ie

w
 if th

e
re

 
w

as a "sm
oking gun" in the nearly 60 

classified docum
ents that he and his 

w
ife contend show

 evidence of use of 
ch

e
m

ica
l w

e
a
p
o
n
s in

 th
e
 w

a
r zo

n
e
. 

H
e

 re
p

lie
d

, "T
h

a
t d

e
p

e
n

d
s o

n
 w

h
a

t 
you m

ean by a sm
oking gun." 

"W
hen you take that raw

 data and 
m

a
rry it u

p
 w

ith
 w

h
a

t w
e

 h
a

ve
 in

 
te

rm
s o

f e
ye

w
itn

e
ss te

stim
o

n
y—

A
m

erican soldiers and chem
ical spe-

c
ia

lis
ts

 w
h
o
 w

e
re

 o
n
 th

e
 g

ro
u
n
d
 

th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 w

a
r—

yo
u

 g
e

t a
 ve

ry 
co

n
clu

sive
 p

ictu
re

," h
e

 sa
id

. "Q
u

ite
 

fra
n
kly, I d

o
n
't kn

o
w

 h
o
w

 a
n
yo

n
e
 

can m
ake the claim

 an Iraqi prisoner 
o

f w
a

r w
h

o
 h

a
s ju

st to
ld

 yo
u

 th
a

t 
ch

e
m

ica
l m

u
n

itio
n

s w
e

re
 w

ith
 h

is 
u

n
it a

n
d

 th
e

n
 yo

u
 tu

rn
 a

ro
u

n
d

 a
n

d
 

g
e

t e
vid

e
n

ce
 fo

r yo
u

r o
w

n
 so

ld
ie

rs 
o

n
 th

e
 g

ro
u

n
d

 th
a

t, yes, w
e found 

ch
e

m
ica

l m
u

n
itio

n
s in

 a
 p

a
rticu

la
r 

a
re

a
. T

o
 m

e
 th

a
t's co

n
clu

sive
. It's 

th
e
re

." 
S

la
tkin

 sa
id

 a
ll o

f th
e
 d

o
cu

m
e
n
ts 

cite
d
 b

y th
e
 E

d
d
in

g
to

n
s h

a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 

p
ro

vid
e
d
 to

 a
 W

h
ite

 H
o
u
se

 p
a
n
e
l 

th
a

t is
 re

v
ie

w
in

g
 th

e
 illn

e
s
s
e

s
 o

f 
P

e
rsia

n
 G

u
lf so

ld
ie

rs a
n
d
 sa

id
 th

e
 

C
IA

 w
a

s re
vie

w
in

g
 o

th
e

rs w
ith

 a
n
 

e
ye

 to
 p

o
stin

g
 th

e
m

 o
n
 a

n
 In

te
rn

e
t 

site
. 

In
 O

cto
b

e
r 1

9
9

5
, P

a
trick E

d
d

in
g

-
ton spoke w

ith and gave his findings 
a

n
d

 d
o

cu
m

e
n

ts to
 th

e
 in

d
e

p
e

n
d

e
n

t 
P

residential A
dvisory C

om
m

ittee on 
G

ulf W
ar V

eterans' Illness. G
ary C

a- 

ruso, spokesm
an for the panel, said 

th
e
 d

a
ta

 d
id

 n
o
t sh

o
w

 e
vid

e
n
ce

 o
f 

ch
e
m

ica
l e

xp
o
su

re
. "T

h
e
re

 w
o
u
ld

 
have to be m

ore inform
ation to back 

u
p

 th
a

t cla
im

," h
e

 sa
id

. C
a

ru
so

 d
e

-
scribe the docum

ents as "raw
 intelli-

g
e

n
ce

 d
a

ta
 w

ith
 [E

d
d

in
g

to
n

's] o
w

n
 

interpretation and analysis." 
"T

h
e
y a

re
 n

o
t b

e
in

g
 su

p
p
re

sse
d
 

by the C
IA

," said C
aruso, w

hose pan-
el has been som

ew
hat critical in the 

past of both C
IA

 and P
entagon han-

dling of the issue of illnesses report-
e
d
 a

m
o
n
g
 G

u
lf W

a
r ve

te
ra

n
s. 'P

a
t 

E
ddington w

as w
orking off the sam

e 
C

IA
 databases w

e have access to." 
Z

a
id

, E
d

d
in

g
to

n
's la

w
ye

r, sa
id

 
T

h
u

rsd
a

y th
a

t E
d

d
in

g
to

n
 w

a
s to

o
 

b
u
sy fo

r a
n
 in

te
rvie

w
 "b

e
ca

u
se

 it's 
been so crazy here." Z

aid quoted E
d-

d
in

g
to

n
 a

s sa
yin

g
 th

a
t th

e
 co

m
m

is-
sio

n
 d

id
 n

o
t h

a
ve

 a
cce

ss to
 a

ll h
is 

d
o
cu

m
e
n
ts b

e
ca

u
se

 so
m

e
 o

f th
e
m

 
w

e
re

 m
a

rke
d

 to
p

 se
cre

t a
n

d
 p

a
n

e
l 

m
e

m
b

e
rs w

e
re

 n
o

t a
llo

w
e

d
 to

 re
a

d
 

data at such a high clearance level. 
C

a
ru

so
 sa

id
 in

ste
a

d
 th

a
t ce

rta
in

 
m

e
m

b
e

rs o
f th

e
 p

a
n

e
l h

a
ve

 cle
a

r-
ance to read top secret papers. 

T
h
e
 C

IA
 fre

q
u
e
n
tly h

o
ld

s b
a
ck-

g
ro

u
n
d
 se

ssio
n
s in

 w
h
ich

 re
p
o
rte

rs 
a
re

 b
rie

fe
d
 a

b
o
u
t co

n
d
itio

n
s o

ve
r-

seas, but rarely does the agency con-
d
u
ct p

u
b
lic n

e
w

s co
n
fe

re
n
ce

s a
t 

w
h

ich
 its o

fficia
ls ca

n
 b

e
 te

le
vise

d
 

a
n
d
 q

u
o
te

d
 b

y n
a
m

e
. S

p
o
ke

sm
e
n
 

said the agency previously had held 
o
n
e
 su

ch
 co

n
fe

re
n
ce

 sin
ce

 Jo
h
n
 

D
e

u
tch

 a
rrive

d
 a

s C
IA

 d
ire

cto
r in

 
1

9
9

5
, a

n
d

 th
e

y sa
id

 th
e

y co
u

ld
 n

o
t 

re
ca

ll th
e

 a
g

e
n

cy h
o

ld
in

g
 a

 co
n

fe
r-

ence to publicly denounce tw
o of its 

form
er em

ployees. 

en 



Patrick G
. E

ddington and M
ark S. Zaid 

The True C
ost of G

ulf W
ar 

yn rom
e 

C
harles K

rautham
m

er's colum
n 

`W
hat G

ulf W
ar Syndrom

e?" fop-ed, 
D

ec. 201 seeks to debunk one allega-
tion—

that A
m

erican troops w
ere ex-

posed to chem
ical or biological w

eap-
on

s—
an

d
 to trivialize th

e scop
e of 

another—
that the U

.S. m
ilitary w

as 
aw

are, p
rior to th

e gu
lf w

ar, of th
e 

effect low
-level chem

ical exposures 
could have on its troops. K

rautham
-

m
er rep

eats th
e fiction

 th
at u

n
less 

acute sym
ptom

s are visible, no dam
-

age has occurred. H
is blanket asser-

tion
s d

o n
ot stan

d
 u

p
 in

 th
e face of 

evidence already in the possession of 
the U

.S. governm
ent. 

A
m

p
le scien

tific evid
en

ce su
g-

gests, for exam
ple, that exposure to 

low
 levels of chem

ical nerve agents 
(or their cousins, organophosphate 
p

esticid
es) can

 cau
se seriou

s lon
g-

term
 health problem

s. M
ore than 20 

years ago, th
e S

tock
h

olm
 In

tern
a-

tional P
eace R

esearch Institute pub-
lished a 47-page report detailing the 
chronic health problem

s associated 
w

ith
 low

-level exp
osu

res to su
ch

 
agen

ts. T
h

e sym
p

tom
s listed

 in
 th

e 
report are virtually identical to those 
b

ein
g
 rep

o
rted

 b
y
 m

o
re th

a
n

 
100,000 gulf w

ar veterans. 
T

h
e D

efen
se D

ep
a
rtm

en
t h

a
s 

k
n

ow
n

 for years th
at th

ere w
ere 

sign
ifican

t risk
s associated

 w
ith

 
chronic low

-level exposures. In 1990 
m

em
b

ers of th
e U

.S
. 330th

 O
rd

-
nance C

om
pany, 59th O

rdnance B
ri- 

gade, in G
ertitani—

a repoisitorp lo-
cation for m

ore thid170,000 chem
i-

cal n
erve agen

t rou
n

d
s—

w
ere re-

q
u

ired
 to sign

 a d
ocu

m
en

t th
at 

outlined the potential risk associated 
w

ith low
-level chem

ical exposure. 
T

h
ese risk

s, as d
etailed

 in
 th

e 
docum

ent, included m
em

ory loss, de-
creased alertness, decreased prob-
lem

-solvin
g ab

ility an
d

 lan
gu

age 
problem

s—
som

e of the core sym
p-

tom
s now

 being experienced by our 

'D
iking E

xception 

veterans as a result of the allegedly 
nonexistent G

ulf W
ar Syndrom

e. A
f-

ter req
u

irin
g th

e m
em

b
ers of th

e 
330th

 to sign
 th

ese 'In
form

ation
 

sh
eets,"

 th
e D

efen
se D

ep
artm

en
t 

classified
 b

oth
 th

e sh
eets an

d
 th

e 
m

ed
ical record

s of th
e en

tire u
n

it 
secret. 

D
efense D

epartm
ent research into 

the effects of low
-level exposure w

as 
conducted in 1991 at the A

rm
strong 

L
aboratory at B

rooks A
ir Force B

ase 
in T

exas. T
he authors of the study 

exp
lain

ed
 th

at "
R

ifle m
ilitary re-

quirem
ent that drove this program

 
w

as concern about the bioeffects of 
single and repeated exposure to low

 
levels of nerve agent." 

T
he results of the study are all too 

fam
iliar. M

otor skill deficits and oth- 

er cognitive, problem
s appeared in 

prim
ates after only one w

eek of ex-
p

osu
re to th

e n
erve agen

t som
an

, 
w

hich is know
n to be w

ithin Iraq's 
chem

ical w
eapons arsenal. T

he pri-
m

ates show
ed few

 if any of the clas-
sic sym

ptom
s associated w

ith nerve 
agen

t p
oison

in
g, yet th

eir m
otor 

functions w
ere dem

onstrably degrad-
ed

. T
h

e k
ey q

u
estion

 yet to b
e an

-
sw

ered is w
hy, having suspected pri-

or to the gulf w
ar that there m

ay be 
ad

verse affects to low
-level exp

o-
sures, the D

efense D
epartm

ent took 
no action to further study the m

atter 
and seek to prepare a treatm

ent. 
A

s for th
e rate of illn

ess am
on

g 
.gu

lf w
ar veteran

s, K
rau

th
am

m
er 

cites as su
p

p
ort for h

is th
esis a 

recent study published in the N
ew

 
E

ngland Journal of M
edicine, w

hich 
con

clu
d

ed
 th

at gu
lf w

ar veteran
s 

w
ere not dying or being hospitalized 

at u
n

u
su

al rates, at least th
rou

gh
 

1993. B
u

t h
e ch

ose to ign
ore th

e 
N

ov. 26, 1996. announcem
ent of tw

o 
stu

d
ies b

y th
e C

en
ters for D

isease 
C

ontrol and the U
.S. N

avy that found 
gulf w

ar veterans are suffering ill-
nesses at up to nearly six tim

es the 
rate of their non-D

esert Storm
 coun-

terparts. 
N

or did he m
ention the announce-

m
ent last m

onth by D
r. E

ula B
ing-

ham
, chairw

om
an of the D

epartm
ent 

of V
eterans A

ffairs' P
ersian G

ulf E
x- 

pert Scientific C
om

m
ittee, that gulf 

w
ar veterans w

ere dearly falling ill 
at unusually high rates, w

hich m
ight 

b
e exp

lain
ed

 b
y exp

osu
re to low

 
levels of Iraqi chem

ical w
eapons and 

other agents. F
inally, the low

 death 
rate of gu

lf w
ar veteran

s clearly 
lacks any true significance. T

he pas-
sage of even five years after the w

ar 
is unlikely to produce a high death 
rate based on low

-level exposures. 
K

rautham
m

er's characterization 
of D

esert S
torm

 as a 'clean
"

 w
ar 

w
ith

 few
 "

d
ram

atic, con
ven

tion
al 

w
ar-related casualties" can only be 

seen
 as a m

ock
ery of th

e sacrifice 
and daily agony suffered by tens of 
thousands of gulf w

ar veterans and 
their fam

ilies. N
otw

ithstanding his 
con

clu
sion

, th
e cold

 reality of th
e 

gulf w
ar should now

 be recognized. 
B

ased on the num
ber of A

m
ericans 

w
ho likely sustained prolonged low

-
level exposure to Iraqi chem

ical and 
perhaps novel biological w

eapons, far 
from

 the victory w
e still perceive to 

have occurred, the gulf w
ar w

as in 
actuality a defeat, w

ith a trem
endous 

cost th
at th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates m
u

st 
soon com

e to acknow
ledge and bear. 
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