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of Police Commissioners voted to begin
declassifying records of the investigution that
have been kept seeret for 17 years,

For historians and friends, serions questions
remain about the assassination of Robert F.,

Kennedy. Last week, the Los Angeles Board

ening thE

By Murray [tubin
Ingarrer it Wasier

LOS ANGELFS — The Warren Commis-
sion's 28-volume investigation of 1he assassi-
notion of John F. Kennedy is avatlable to the

public. So are substantial portions of the-

related FB and CIA Investigations.
Congress' 12-volume Investigation into the
assazsination of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.is on public rocord. And extensive
records have been released In the Investige-
tions of the Lindbergh kidnapping case, the
spy case and the Alger Hiss case.
1, Inday, more than 17 years aftor the
nation of Robert ¥, Kennedy, the bulk
law enforcement investigation nto
his deoth remaing a secret, locked in five
four drawer lile cahinets I the Los Angales
Police Depariment
X sszallant, Sichan B. Sirhan, was
Iried. convicted and remains in
n. Yet lor historians ood friends of
Kennedy's, theru still remain serious ques-
tion® surruinding his assassination on June
1908,

. 1908,
Amnng those qu
. nnthe nan involved? The
aumber of bullel hinles reporiod woilld sog.
ksl that another gun — fired by another
person — was tised In the shooting.

® Who was the aitrectivo woman that wit-
nesiey toid police thoy saw with Sirhan
belare the shooring? °

* How could Sirhan have shot Kenpedy
from one 1o thres feet away, a3 withesssy
howed thot some of the
wd by a weapan fired from
fa three inches away?
st w the Lo Angeles Board of Police
“ioners ook the {irs step in address-
ing th.se questions by voting to start what
Promincs 1o be a long and complicuted proc-
ess of doclaszifying the more than 50,000

ostong:

ks of documents and 1,700 photographa in

thi police investigation of the Kennedy slay-
iy

'
“The board hay shown a commitment to
open govarnment, and It recognizes the pud.
lic's right to know,"” said Stephen D, Yslas,
prosdaent of the civillen board. But, Yalas
added. "3 balance must be struck”
that commitment and the right 1o privacy

and confidentiality for individuals.
| -

The heord voied 1o begin editing for pub-
lie rulease an existing 1.500-page summary of
Ihe investigation afier recelving leters and
lisieing 10 1estimony by historians, polini
cal scientisis and archivises from across the
eountry ashing for full access 1o the rocords.

It alsn vored to develop o set of standards
that would be followed in the relesse of the
summery and the remaining thousands of
peges — standards that would weigh consid-
erations of confideniality, privecy and na-
tional security. The bosrd members said a1
the hearing last week that s likely reposilory
for 1he records was a university archive,

“Ivaan excellent stop forward,” said Philip
H. Melanson, director of the Robs:
nedy A lon Archive at S
Massachusetts University

But, aware that the police commissioners
swid 10 years aya that 1he records shatld be
made public, Melanson sald that he and

That night, as he was leaving a victory
caledration, he was shot 1o death in the
pantry of the Ambassador Ifotel. Five others
were wounded.

The Los vles palice created a task
force, “Special Unit Sanator,” 1o investigate
the crime. Thelr major conclusions were
that Sirhan killod Kennedy and wounded
the others and that there was oo evidency of

others “will be carefuily walching that they, @ conspirecy, .

fulfill thetr commitments, I'm suro they will

"Tha records are of supreme palitical im-
portance and sre the primary investigative
reeord of one of the major political assassi-
patlues of our time,” he said.

On June 5, 1968, Robert F. Kennody won
the Califoroia primary, & victory thal many
believed would give him the momentum to

On Aprtl 17, 1969, Sirban was convicted of
first-degree murder, His death sentence was
later overturned.

Beginning in 1969, police officials sald that
“the interests of the public and law enforco-
ment are best served by full disclovure of
the results of the investigation. .. .”

The police commission made similar stote-
mients in 1975, But today, 10 yoars later, 1he
resulls of the investigation remuin seslsl

Mel taid ono reason \hat informe-

win the Democratic for presj-
dent

ton hid been disclosed in the Martin Luther

Ringand John F. Kennedy slayings, and not
in the Robert Kennedy murder, was 1ling the
fodaral governmont played enly a minor
role in the investigation of ihe 1968 shool-
ing. o

“In the Robert Kennedy cato, the FBI assis-
ted.” ho said.

“In tho JFK case, wo bad the Warron
Commission, sad in the Martin Luther King
case, the Unitod States Congross relnvesti.
gated the case, got documents from the Mam.
phis police and published 12 volumes.” .

He added that the Los Angeley Connty
District Attorney's Office had disclosed 119
records of the Kenuedy assassination and
that the FBI hed dicrlosed 4,000 pages of lta
files and wad in the process of dectussifving
78,000 more pages, Sull, Mulanson xaiil, the
bulk of the Investigatory lifes remain with
the police depariment

.

In 1973 and 1974, fatmer Rep. Allard

files on RFK

Lo Angeien.

Lowenstein of New York and Paul Schrade, a
Kennody campoign coordinstor who was
wounded the night of tho mssassination
tried 1o get cortain questions answered by
the police commission.

The commission refused.

“The ¢ then was hy
the deportinent M regulotes, aod | dont
think the palice wanted i1 relwased,”
Schrade cald in an interview. “You have 1o
understand that the [Sirhan! trial left a fot of
unanswerad guevtions.

"It was not the kind of trial where every
effort was made in his defonse. They were
trying to kecp him out of the gas chamber.
here weren't guestions about wheljier
other peopie were involved with Sirhan
And the police were notl questioned abour
therr Hles,

VMY questions now? | want 1o know what
hoppened in 1hal room that might I bave




