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of Police Commissioners voted to begin
declassilying records of the investigntion that
have been kept secret for 17 years.

For historians and friends, serions questions
remain about the assassination of Robert F.
Kennedy. Last wgek. the Los Aqgelo.-; Board
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LOS ANGELFS — The Warren Commis-
sion’s I6&-volume investigation of the assassi.
nution of John F. Kennedy isavailable to the
public. So are substantial portlons of the
relaled FOI and CIA (nvestigations

Congress’ 13valume Investigation into the
assasuination of the Rev, Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. is on public record. And extensive
records have been released |n the investiga-
tions of the Lindbergh kidnapping case, the
Rosenberg tpy case und the Alger Hiss case,

Hut, 1nday, mare than 17 years after the
assasyination of Robert F. Kennedy, the bulk
ef the law enforcement investigation into
his genth remains o secret, lucked in five
fourdrawcr [ile cabinets In the Los Angales
Poliev Dopartment.

Kennedy's assailant. Sirhan B Sirhon, was
cuught, Itried, comvicted and remains in
prisan. Vel lor historiens and friends of
Kennedy's, there sull remain serious ques.
tiuns surrounding his asssssination on June
3, 1903

Amang 1hose questions:

®* Woi onather gunman involved? The
numbur of hullel holes reported would sug-
gust that anuther gun — fired by anothor
person — was used in the shooting.

* Whe was the attroctive woman that wit-
nesses inld police they saw with Sirhsn
before 1he shooting? Y

®» How could Sirhan have shot Kenpedy
from cne (o three (et away, &3 withessey

outapay strowed that some of the
were chused by a weapon fired from
o 1z iree inches away?

Last wed, 1he Los Angeles Board of Pollco
Commi sioners took the first Step in sddress-
: quustions by voting to start what
io be a long and complicated proc-
€2 ol declassifying the more than 50,000
pages ol documents sud 1,700 photographs in
the police investigation of the Kennedy slay.
ing

“The board has shown a commitment ta
npen government, and It recognizes the pub-
Iies right to know.” said Stephen D, Yalay,
president of the clvilian board. But, Yalas
added, “a balance must be siruck™ botween
that commitment and the right v privacy
and conlidenbality far mmdividuals.

.

The board voted to begin editing for pub-
e release an oxis 1.500-paye summary of
the investigation alivr receiving letters and
listening 1o testimony by historians, politis
cal scientists and archivists from across the
couniry asking for full access to the records.

11 also voled Io develop o set of fandards
that wiild be followed in the reloass of the
summary and (he remaining thousands of
pages — standards that would weigh consid-
erations of confidentiaiity, privacy snd pa-
tional security. The board members said at

-

the hearing last weok that a likely reposttory _ That night, as be was leaving a victory

Tor the records wes & university archive,

calebration, he was shot to desth (n the

“It's an excellent step lorward,” mid Philip  pantry of |mmmu Hotel, Five others

H. Melanson, director of the Rebert F, Ken.
nedy A Archive at Sosth
Massachusetts University.

But, aware that the polics commissioners

Wwers wonn;
The Los Anﬁks police created a tosk

fores, "Special Unit Seaator,” to investigate

the crime. Thelr major conclusions were

said 10 years ago thal Ihe records should he  that Sirhan killed Kennedy and wounded

made public, Melanson said that he and

the others and that there was no evidenco of

oihers "will be carefully watching (hat thoy, # comspiracy.

fulilll their commitments. I'm sure they will.

On April 17, 1969, Sirhan wes convicted of
firstdegree murder, His dealh sentence was

“The records are of supreme political jm.  later overtornied.

poriance and are (he primary investigative
recurd of ane of the mn]o:.rnlitlul assasst.
nelions of our time.” he sale,

.

On June 5. 1968, Robert P, Kennedy won

Beginning in 1969, police offictals sald that
“the interests of tha public and law enforce-
meni are best served hy full disclosure of
the results of the investigatlon, ..."

The police rommission made <imilar state-

the Calilarnia primary, a victory that magy (2D In 1975 But today, 10 years Iater, tho
believed would give bNim Ihe momentum to  esults of the Investjgaifon rematn sealod.

win thy Democralic nominatico for presi.
dent

Melrnson zald one reason hal Inlorum.
tlon bad been disclased (n the Martin Luther

King and John F. Kennedy stoyings, and not
in the Raben Kennedy murder, was that the
federnl government played only a minor
rolo in the investigution of the 1968 shoot-
ing. p

“in the Robert Kennedy case, the FBI assis-
ted” he said.

"In the JFK esse, we bad the Warren
Commission, and In the Martln Luther King
caso, the United States Congrass reluvestl-
goted the case, got documents from the Men-
phis police and published 12 volumes

e sdded that the los Angoles Coumty
District Attorncy’s Office had disdlosed ity
records of the Renuedy assassination and
that the FAI had disfosed 4.000 paged of i1s
files and was in Ihe process of declassifying
25,000 mare pages. Sull, Melanson said, ihe
bulk of the Investigatary liles remain witly
the police dipartmenin

.
In 1973 aed 194, former Rep. Allard

files on RFK

Lon Argeies Tenas

Lawenatein of New York and Paul Schrade, a
Kennedy campaign tor who was
wautided the night of the sssassinalion,
tried 1o get coriain questions snswered by
the police commission.

The commisddon refused.

“The then was Infl by
the dopsrtmem it regulstes, and | don’t
think the police wanted it roleasod,”
Schrede said in an Interview. "You have to
understand that the (Sirhan) trial left a lot of
utianswered questions,

It was aul 1he kind of frial whera every
cffort was made in his defense. They were
trytug 1o kecp him out of the gas chamber.

“So there weren't questions abont whether
other peuple werw involved with Sirhan
And the police were not questioned about
ther tiles,

"My quustlons now? | want to know what
happened in thal rom (hm night | have




