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T
he assassination of R

obert F
. 

K
en

n
ed

y h
au

n
ts P

au
l S

ch
rad

e, 
w

h
o
 w

a
s ju

st tw
o
 step

s a
w

a
y
 

w
h

en
 th

e sh
o
o
tin

g
 sta

rted
 o

n
 

June 5, 1968, in the A
m

bassador 
H

otel. 
Schrade, one of K

ennedy's ad-
visers in

 th
e p

resid
en

tial cam
-

p
aign

, w
as w

ou
n

d
ed

 in
 th

e h
ead

 
w

h
e
n

 th
e
 a

ssa
ssin

, S
ir

h
a

n
 

S
irh

an
, op

en
ed

 fire. H
e h

as n
ev-

er b
een

 satisfied
 w

ith
 th

e p
olice 

version
 th

at S
irh

an
 acted

 alon
e. 

W
as th

ere a secon
d

 gu
n

m
an

? 
W

as there a conspiracy? 
S

ch
rad

e h
as search

ed
 for th

e 
an

sw
ers to h

is lin
gerin

g q
u

es-
tio

n
s in

 a
 co

llectio
n

 o
f p

o
lice 

p
h

otos, n
ew

sp
ap

er clip
p

in
gs, le-

gal docum
ents, even an X

-ray of 
the bullet lodged in his skull. 

A
lon

g w
ith

 a h
an

d
fu

l of sch
ol-

ars, con
sp

iracy b
u

ffs an
d

 free-
lan

ce w
riters, S

ch
rad

e is h
op

in
g 

W
 fin

ally lay to rest h
is p

rivate 
in

vestigation
 w

h
en

 L
os A

n
geles 

p
olice release th

eir files on
 th

e 
case later this year. 

L
a

st w
eek

, th
e L

o
s A

n
g

eles 
P

olice C
om

m
ission agreed to re-

lea
se a

n
 ed

ited
 v

ersio
n

 o
f th

e 
1,500-page investigative sum

m
a-

ry. A
 su

b
-com

m
ittee w

ill b
e set 

u
p

 to stu
d

y th
e d

isclosu
re of th

e  

rem
a
in

in
g
 d

o
cu

m
en

ts. so
m

e 
50,000 p

ages stored
 in

 five file 
cabinets. 

T
h

e n
igh

t of th
e assassin

ation
, 

K
ennedy thanked Schrade in his 

fin
al sp

eech
 at th

e A
m

b
assad

or 
for helping to organize the labor 
vote. Schrade, now

 an A
m

erican 
C

ivil L
ib

erties U
n

ion
 organ

izer 
w

h
o

 liv
es in

 th
e H

o
lly

w
o

o
d

 
H

ills, w
a

s th
en

 a
n

 ex
ecu

tiv
e 

w
ith the U

nited A
uto W

orkers. 
A

fter th
e sp

eech
, S

ch
rad

e fol-
low

ed
 K

en
n

ed
y in

to th
e h

otel 
kitchen w

here Sirhan w
aited. A

s 
th

e sh
ootin

g started
, S

ch
rad

e 
said

 h
e rem

em
b

ers seein
g stars, 

trem
b

lin
g
 v

io
len

tly
 a

n
d

 th
en

 
b

lack
in

g ou
t. H

e fell ju
st b

eh
in

d
 

K
en

n
ed

y. R
ep

orters said
 am

on
g 

K
en

n
ed

y
's la

st w
o
rd

s b
efo

re 
la

p
sin

g
 in

to
 u

n
co

n
scio

u
sn

ess 
th

a
t n

ig
h

t w
ere: "

Is P
a
u

l a
ll 

right?" 
"

I w
a
s O

K
, b

u
t h

e w
a
sn

't,"
 

S
ch

ra
d

e sa
id

. "
A

n
d

 w
e lo

st a
 

g
rea

t ch
a
m

p
io

n
 a

n
d

 a
 g

o
o
d

 
m

an." 
T

h
e m

em
ory of K

en
n

ed
y, th

e 
u

n
fu

lfilled
 d

rea
m

s a
n

d
 th

e 
p

ro
m

ise o
f w

h
a

t m
ig

h
t h

a
v

e 
been still drive Schrade and oth-
ers w

h
o w

ere inspired by A
llard 

L
o

w
en

stein
, th

e fo
rm

er N
ew

 
Y

ork
 con

gressm
an

, to in
vesti-

gate th
e case on

 th
eir ow

n
. 

P
lease see R

F
K

 P
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Scoff G
an

n
yi D

eity N
ew

s 

P
aul S

chrade pursues his ow
n Investigation of the R

F
K

 assassina-
tion. H

e still carries in his head a bullet m
eant for K

ennedy. 
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Q
u

estion
s p

ersist in
 R

F
K

 assassin
ation

 
T

he num
ber of bullet holes re-

p
o
rted

 w
o
u
ld

 su
g
g
est th

at an
-

' o
th

er g
u
n
 w

as u
sed

. W
h
o
 w

as 
th

e attractiv
e w

o
m

an
 th

at w
it-

. nesses told police they saw
 w

ith 
• Sirhan before the shooting? H

ow
 

could S
irhan have shot K

ennedy 
from

 1 to 3 feet aw
ay, as w

itness-
es, said, if the autopsy show

ed 
som

e of the w
ounds w

ere caused 
b
y
 a w

eap
o
n
 fired

 fro
m

 1
 to

 3
 

• inches aw
ay? 

It seem
s certain

 th
at S

irh
an

 
shot and killed K

ennedy at the 
hotel. T

here w
ere num

erous w
it-

nesses. S
irhan w

as apprehended 
at the scene and convicted of the 
k
illin

g
. A

n
d
 S

irh
an

's law
y
ers 

conceded that he had fired the 
revolver that night. 

B
u
t at th

e u
rg

in
g
 o

f L
o
w

en
-

stein, S
chrade pursued five sepa-

rate law
suits in 1975 and 1976, 

seek
in

g
 p

o
lice in

fo
rm

atio
n
 o

n
 

th
e assassin

atio
n
. H

e w
o
n
 a 

co
u
rt o

rd
er to

 refire S
irh

an
's 

gun, but the ballistic results, ac-
cording to S

chrade, proved in-
conclusive. 

A
nother person interested in 

the K
ennedy case as a result of 

L
ow

enstein's influence is R
obert 

S
oling, a forensic scientist from

 
W

isconsin. 

oliitg 	
• 

said he 
W

as 
a
lit tp-

Proached by L
ow

enstein in 1975 
about the case and couldn't say 

R
F

K
 from

 P
g. 3 

L
ow

enstein —
 him

self gunned 
dow

n by an assassin in 1980 —
 

suspected that a conspiracy w
as 

involved in K
ennedy's death. 

H
is attem

pts to find out w
hat 

actu
ally

 h
ad

 h
ap

p
en

ed
 w

ere 
th

w
arted

 b
y
 th

e lack
 o

f p
u
b
lic 

in
fo

rm
atio

n
 av

ailab
le o

n
 th

e 
case, he said. T

here w
as so little 

inform
ation in fact, that L

ow
en- ' 

stein's suspicions w
ere aroused. 

In
 1

9
7

7
 h

e w
ro

te:. "I d
o

 n
o

t 
k
n
o
w

 w
h
eth

er S
irh

an
 actin

g
 

alone m
urdered R

obert K
enne-

dy. I d
o
 k

n
o
w

 w
h
at h

ap
p
en

ed
 

w
hen w

e tried to find out. E
ven-

tu
ally

, relu
ctan

tly
, ag

ain
st all 

m
y
 in

stin
cts an

d
 w

ish
es, I ar-

rived at the m
elancholy thought 

that people w
ho have nothing to 

hide do not lie, cheat and sm
ear 

to hide IL
" 

A
t the tim

e of the original in-
vestigation L

os A
ngeles police 

looked into 17 separate conspira-
cy theories and concluded none 
of them

 am
ounted to anything. 

S
till, th

e q
u
estio

n
s are en

d
less 

an
d
 th

e th
eo

ries n
u
m

ero
u
s -

ranging from
 the w

om
an in the 

polka-dot dress w
ho supposedly 

ran
 fro

m
 th

e scen
e scream

in
g
 

"W
e'v

e sh
o
t h

im
." to

 th
e so

-
collect "M

anchurian C
apdidate" 

theory, w
hich holds S

irhan ..W
as 

b
rain

w
ash

ed
 in

to
 co

m
m

ittin
g
 

the crim
e. 

n
o
. "H

e w
as v

ery
 b

rig
h
t, an

d
 

y
o
u
 co

u
ld

n
't h

elp
 b

u
t ad

m
ire 

him
," S

oling said. "H
e had a cer-

tain charism
a that all good politi-

cans have and the rest of us w
ish 

w
e did." 
A

t the tim
e, Joling w

as presi-
dent of the A

m
erican A

cadem
y 

of F
orensic S

cientists. S
oon he 

b
ecam

e co
n

v
in

ced
 th

at th
ere 

w
as m

o
re to

 th
e assassin

atio
n
 

than the police version. O
ver the 

years, he has spent, by his ow
n 

estim
ation, $35,000 researching 

the question. 
S

o
lin

g
 w

as in
stru

m
en

tal in
 

w
inning the court order in 1975 

to
 refire S

irh
an

's g
u
n
. A

n
d
 in

 
1
9
8
1
, h

e an
aly

zed
 th

ree au
d
io

 
tapes of the shooting at the S

tan-
ford R

esearch Institute, conclud-
ing that 10 shots w

ere fired that 
night. S

irhan's gun w
as an eight-

shot revolver. 

A
nd now

, w
ith the im

pending 
release of new

 police inform
a-

tion about the case, Joling's in-
terest has been renew

ed. A
t the 

age of 60, S
oling now

 looks on 
solving the assassination case as 
his hobby. 

"It is like a jigsaw
 puzzle that 

y
o
u
 h

av
e b

een
 p

u
ttin

g
 o

ff fo
r 

years," he said. "1 w
ould like to 

- devote m
y rem

aining years to .a 
- pastim

e that is fun. It is a person-
al challenge." 

It's the legacy of L
ow

enstein 
th

at also
 d

riv
es G

reg
 S

to
n
e, a 

one-tim
e aide, cam

paign coordi-
nator and speech w

riter for the 
lib

eral D
em

o
crat fro

m
 N

ew
 

Y
ork. S

tone also edited a collec-
tion of L

ow
enstein's articles and 

speeches published in 1983 enti-
tled "A

ct of C
ourage and B

elief." 

S
to

n
e first research

ed
 th

e 
K

ennedy case in 1975 because he 
w

as on L
ow

enstein's staff, B
ut 

soon the project becam
e a per-

sonal cause for S
tone. L

ow
en-

stein's questions becam
e S

tone's 
questions. 

A
fter L

ow
enstein w

as shot to 
d
eath

 b
y
 a fo

rm
er aid

e, S
to

n
e 

continued on. 

"A
fter all, part of w

hat a great 
leader does is not to just do good 
th

in
g
s, b

u
t also

 in
sp

ire o
th

er 
people to do good things," S

tone 
said. 

A
nother person interested in 

seein
g
 th

e L
o
s A

n
g
eles p

o
lice 

docum
ents is Jack K

im
brough, a 

self-described free-lance w
riter 

for a H
ollyw

ood tabloid. 

"W
e're talking about a cover-

u
p
," K

im
b
ro

u
g
h
 said

 as h
e 

w
aved enlarged evidence photos 

at police com
m

ission m
em

bers 
last w

eek. "T
here w

ere 13 shots 
from

 an eight-shot revolver. P
IA

 
that in your pipe and sm

oke it. ' 


