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T
he L

os A
ngeles P

olice D
epartm

ent's 
investigative files on the assassination 
o
f S

en
. R

o
b
ert F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 —

 m
o
re 

than 50,000 pages of m
aterial —

 m
ay be 

approved for release by the P
olice C

om
-

m
ission next w

eek. 
H

isto
rian

s, jo
u
rn

alists an
d
 au

th
o
rs 

research
in

g
 th

e so
-called

 co
n
sp

iracy
 

th
eo

ry
 o

f K
en

n
ed

y
's d

eath
 h

av
e ex

-
pressed an interest in the docum

ents, 
w

hich could be available in six m
onths 

if release is approved. T
he m

aterial is 
considered the definitive source on the  

crim
e and the last rem

aining non-public 
record of the assassination 17 years ago. 

T
he last tim

e the com
m

ission consid-
ered

 o
p
en

in
g
 th

e files w
as in

 1
9
7
5
, 

w
hen it w

as decided that w
ritten ques-

tions about the shooting could be an-
sw

ered by police staff, but the actual 
docum

ents w
ouldn't be released. 

H
ow

ever, researchers w
ho subm

itted 
questions w

ere unable to get answ
ers, 

said author G
reg S

tone, w
ho sought a 

copy of the search w
arrant docum

ents 
relating to the car belonging to S

irhan 
S

irhan —
 R

obert K
ennedy's convicted 

assassin. 

S
tone, w

ho says he has unansw
ered 

questions about the shooting, becam
e 

Interested in the case in 1975 through 
fo

rm
er C

o
n

g
ressm

an
 A

llard
 L
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book "L

ow
enstein: A

cts of C
ourage and 

B
elief," and is considering w

riting an-
other book on R

obert K
ennedy's assas-

sination. 
T

his is the m
ost im

portant crim
e in 

the history of C
alifornia and it w

ould be 
ex

trao
rd

in
ary

 if after 1
5
 y

ears th
ere 

w
asn't a decision to begin to allow

 the 
public to have access," S

tone said. 
A

t least 10 letters supporting the dis- 

closure have been received by the com
-

m
ission, including one from

 an archivist 
at the K

ennedy L
ibrary in C

am
bridge, 

M
ass., w

hich m
aintains a collection of 

R
obert K

ennedy's papers. 
"W

e clearly have a duty to insure the 
safe preservation of this historical in-
form

ation," said B
arbara S

chlei, a m
em

-
ber of the com

m
ission. Schlei w

as a sup-
p
o
rte

r o
f K

e
n
n
e
d
y
 in

 h
is 1

9
6
8
 

presidential cam
paign and w

as present 
at the A

m
bassador H

otel in L
os A

nge-
les w

hen the shooting occurred. 
"W

e also have a duty to m
ake public 
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that portion of the investigation 
which doesn't violate people's 
right to privacy or endanger na-
tional security," she said. 

The five-member board is 
scheduled to consider the pro-
posal Tuesday. If the disclosure 
is approved, it may take as long 
as six months for the documents 
to be screened by the police and 
the city attorney's office and re-
leased. 

The commission decided to 
place the item on its agenda af-
ter receiving numerous requests 
for information from the police 
files — which consist of 50,000 
pages of investigative reports, a 
1,500-page summary of the in-
vestigation and 1,700 photos. 

"We felt it was time to address 
the problem and come to a deci-
sion and release what we are 
going to release," said Bill 
Moran, executive officer of the 
commission. 

Moran expressed optimism 
that the records will be made 
public. "I think everybody real-
izes that it is in the public inter-
est and we should satisfy the 
needs of scholars to the extent 
ive can," he said. 

So far, public information re-
leased about Robert Kennedy's 
assassination has been scant 
when compared with other ma-
jor political crimes, said Philip 
Melanson, chairman of the politi-
cal science department at 
Southeastern Massachusetts 
University and curator of the 
Robert Kennedy archives there. 

More than 600,000 pages of 
documents, 26 volumes of the 
Warren Commission report and 
13 volumes of Congressional 
hearings have been released 

since the death of President 
John F. Kennedy, Melanson 
said. Similarly, 60,000 pages of 
federal documents and another 
12 volumes of Congressional 
hearings concerning the assassi-
nation of Rev. Martin Luther 
King have been made public. 

But since the death of Robert 
Kennedy, only 3,700 pages of 
FBI documents have been re-
leased — through a Freedom of 
Information request by the As-
sassination Archives and Re- 

search Center in Washington, 
D.C., Melanson said 

The release of another 28,000 
pages of FBI material has been 
approved, the result of an FOI 
request by Melanson and Stone, 
but the documents have not yet 
been processed. 

Melanson, author of "The Poli-
tics of Protection: U.S. Secret 
Service in the Terrorist Age." 
said he would use the LAPD doc-
uments to study the prevention 
of political violence. 


