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S
T

I
G

A
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I
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 O
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T
H

E
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S
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A
S

S
I
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A
T

I
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N
 O
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S
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N
A

T
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O
B

E
R

T
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E

N
N

E
D
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by R
obert A

. H
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C
h

ie
f of 

D
e
te

c
tiv

e
s
, L

o
s
 A

n
g

e
le

s
 P

o
lic

e
 D

e
p

a
rtm

e
n

t 

w
ith Theodore Taylor 

R
A

N
D

O
M

 H
O

U
S

E
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 N
E

W
 Y

O
R

K
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F
orew

ord 

T
h
is

 b
o
o
k
 is

 a
 d

o
c
u
m

e
n
ta

tio
n
 o

f th
e
 in

v
e
s
tig

a
tio

n
 th

a
t fo

l-

lo
w

e
d
 th

e
 sh

o
o
tin

g
 a

n
d
 su

b
se

q
u
e
n
t d

e
a
th

 o
f U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s 

S
e
n
a
to

r R
o
b
e
rt F

. K
e
n
n
e
d
y
, in

 L
o
s
 A

n
g
e
le

s
, C

a
lifo

rn
ia

, 

J
u
n
e
 1

9
6
8
. It w

a
s
 w

ritte
n
 fo

r th
e
 s

o
le

 p
u
rp

o
s
e
 o

f a
c
q
u
a
in

t-

in
g
 th

e
 A

m
e
ric

a
n
 p

u
b
lic

 w
ith

 th
e
 fa

c
ts

 o
f th

e
 in

v
e
s
tig

a
tio

n
, 

a
n
d
 w

ith
 th

e
 e

v
id

e
n
c
e
, o

r la
c
k
 o

f e
v
id

e
n
c
e
, a

s
 it e

x
is

ts
, o

f 

co
n
sp

ira
cy in

 a
sso

cia
tio

n
 w

ith
 S

e
n
a
to

r K
ennedy's assassina-

tion. T
h
e
 m

a
te

ria
l h

e
re

in
 w

a
s
 d

ra
w

n
 fro

m
 th

e
 file

s
 o

f th
e
 

L
o
s
 A

n
g
e
le

s
 P

o
lic

e
 D

e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t, a

n
d
 p

a
rtic

u
la

rly
 fro

m
 th

e
 

e
xh

a
u
stive

 w
o
rk o

f S
p
e
cia

l U
n
it S

e
n
a
to

r, a
 u

n
iq

u
e
 ta

sk fo
rce

 

c
re

a
te

d
 fo

r th
e
 in

v
e
s
tig

a
tio

n
. I a

m
 a

 p
ro

fe
s
s
io

n
a
l la

w
 e

n
-

fo
rc

e
m

e
n
t o

ffic
e
r a

n
d
 n

o
t a

 w
rite

r. In
 th

e
 fin

a
l w

ritin
g
 a

n
d
 

e
d
itin

g
 s

ta
g
e
s
 o

f th
is

 b
o
o
k
, m

y
 c

o
lla

b
o
ra

to
r w

a
s
 T

h
e
o
d
o
re

 

T
a
y
lo

r. 
R

O
B

E
R

T
 A

. H
O

U
G

H
T

O
N

 

D
e
p
u
ty C

h
ie

f o
f P

o
lice

 

C
h
ie

f o
f D

e
te

ctive
s 

L
o
s A

n
g
e
le

s, C
a
lif. 

A
u
g
u
st 

1
, 1

9
6
9
 



ca
b
in

e
ts, w

e
re

 sh
ifte

d
 o

u
t o

f R
o
o
m

 8
0
3
 in

 P
a
rke

r C
e
n
te

r fo
r 

sto
ra

g
e
. C

o
n
ta

in
e
d
 in

 th
e
m

 is m
o

re
 th

a
n

 fifty th
o

u
sa

n
d

 p
a

g
e

s 
o
f d

o
cu

m
e
n
ta

tio
n
 a

n
d
 m

a
te

ria
l e

vid
e
n
ce

. E
vid

e
n
ce

 to
o
 la

rg
e
 

fo
r th

e
 ca

b
in

e
ts h

a
s b

e
e

n
 re

co
rd

e
d

 b
y p

h
o

to
g

ra
p

h
y. 

T
h

e
 F

ilin
g

 G
u

id
e

 to
 th

e
s
e

 re
c
o

rd
s
, d

ra
w

e
r b

y
 d

ra
w

e
r, 

te
lls th

e
 b

ro
a

d
 sto

ry o
f p

e
o

p
le

, p
la

ce
s a

n
d

 e
ve

n
ts fro

m
 th

e
 

b
irth

 o
f S

irh
a
n
 R

ish
a
ra

 S
irh

a
n
 to

 th
e
 co

n
clu

sio
n
 o

f h
is tria

l. 

B
e

yo
n

d
 th

a
t, to

 th
e

 fin
a
l p

o
sttria

l in
ve

stig
a
tio

n
s o

f th
e
 sp

e
cia

l 
u

n
it. 

T
h
e
 in

d
e
xe

d
 sto

ry is a
 m

o
re

 in
tim

a
te

 vie
w

 in
to

 th
e
se

 file
s, 

a
n

d
 sh

o
w

s, fo
r e

xa
m

p
le

, th
a

t 4
,8

1
8

 se
p

a
ra

te
 in

te
rvie

w
s a

n
d

 

in
te

rro
g
a
tio

n
s w

e
re

 co
n
d
u
cte

d
. T

h
e
 o

fficia
l co

rre
sp

o
n
d
e
n
ce

, 

d
a
ily lo

g
s, se

ctio
n
 re

p
o
rts, p

ro
g
re

ss re
p
o
rts, g

u
n
 a

n
d
 g

u
n
-

ra
n

g
e

 re
p

o
rts, ca

se
 p

re
p

a
ra

tio
n

s, co
n

sp
ira

cy-p
o

te
n

tia
l in

ve
s-

tig
a
tio

n
s se

e
m

 to
 b

e
 e

n
d
le

ss. T
o
 th

is sm
a
ll m

o
u
n
ta

in
 o

f p
a
p
e
r 

m
a
y b

e
 a

d
d
e
d
 1

5
5
 ite

m
s o

f b
o
o
ke

d
 e

vid
e
n
ce

, i,7
o
o
 p

h
o
to

- 

g
ra

p
h
s, 1

9
0
 re

e
ls o

f ta
p
e
, a

n
d
 2

0
 re

e
ls o

f sixte
e
n
-m

illim
e
te

r 
film

. 

A
lth

o
u
g
h
 I re

a
d
 th

e
 re

p
o
rts d

a
ily a

n
d
 m

e
t co

n
sta

n
tly w

ith
 

C
a
p
ta

in
 B

ro
w

n
 a

n
d
 S

U
S

 te
a
m

 h
e
a
d
s to

 e
xp

lo
re

 o
n
e
 a

sp
e
ct 

o
r a

n
o
th

e
r o

f th
e
 in

ve
stig

a
tio

n
, I
 w

a
s a

sto
n

ish
e

d
 b

y th
e

 sh
e

e
r 

m
a

s
s
 o

f th
e

 u
n

it's
 to

ta
l e

ffo
rt. 

N
o
w

 it h
a
s a

ll b
e
e
n
 b

o
ile

d
 d

o
w

n
 to

 te
n
 illu

stra
te

d
 b

o
u
n
d
 

vo
lu

m
e

s e
n

title
d

 A
n

 In
v

e
s

tig
a

tio
n

 S
u

m
m

a
ry

 o
f th

e
 S

e
n

a
to

r 

R
o

b
e

rt F
. K

e
n

n
e

d
y

 A
s
s
a
s
s
in

a
tio

n
, J

u
n

e
 5

, 1
9
6
8
. T

h
e
se

 vo
l-

u
m

e
s re

p
re

se
n

t m
y re

p
o

rt to
 th

e
 C

h
ie

f o
f th

e
 L

o
s A

n
g

e
le

s 

P
o

lic
e

 D
e

p
a

rtm
e

n
t. T

w
o

 s
e

ts
 w

ill re
m

a
in

 w
ith

 L
A

P
D

, and 
th

e
 th

ird
 se

t h
a

s b
e

e
n

 fo
rw

a
rd

e
d

 to
 th

e
 A

tto
rn

e
y G

e
n

e
ra

l o
f 

th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s. 

T
h

ro
u

g
h

o
u

t th
e

 e
n

tire
 S

U
S

 in
ve

stig
a

tio
n

, parallel investi-
gations w

e
re

 co
n
d
u
cte

d
 b

y th
e
 F

B
I an

d
 th

e D
istrict A

tto
r- 

3
 0

 3
 

fe
w

 d
a

ys, so
m

e
 o

ffice
rs w

e
re

 co
n

d
u

ctin
g

 in
te

rvie
w

s w
ith

o
u

t 

e
v
e
r h

a
v
in

g
 s

e
e
n
 th

e
 p

a
n
try

, o
r a

c
c
u
ra

te
 p

la
n
s
 o

f it. 

"A
 p

lo
t, p

la
n

, m
a

p
, s

c
h

e
m

a
tic

, o
r w

h
a

te
v
e

r is
 a

p
p

lic
a

b
le

, 

a
n

d
 a

 b
rie

f sta
te

m
e

n
t o

f fa
cts sh

o
u

ld
 b

e
 la

id
 o

u
t, re

p
ro

d
u

ce
d

 

a
n
d
 m

a
d
e

 a
v
a
ila

b
le

 to
 e

v
e
ry

 d
e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t c

o
m

m
a
n
d
, a

n
d
 

s
ta

ff, a
n

d
 to

 th
e

 in
v
e

s
tig

a
to

rs
 a

s
s
ig

n
e

d
 to

 c
o

n
d

u
c
tin

g
 in

te
r-

vie
w

s." K
e

e
n

e
 a

d
d

e
d

. P
e

n
a

 re
co

m
m

e
n

d
e

d
 a

 "w
a

lk th
ro

u
g

h
 

th
e
 crim

e
 sce

n
e
 b

y e
ve

ry o
ffice

r co
n
d
u
ctin

g
 in

te
rvie

w
s." 

T
h
e
 th

re
e
 su

p
e
rvisin

g
 o

ffice
rs w

e
re

 a
lso

 critica
l o

f "d
e
te

c-

tive
 n

o
te

-ta
kin

g
," a

n
d

 fa
ilu

re
 to

 p
ro

p
e

rly d
e

scrib
e

 w
itn

e
sse

s. 

P
o
la

ro
id

 p
h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
s
 w

o
u
ld

 h
a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 u

s
e
fu

l, s
e
rv

in
g
 th

e
 

sa
m

e
 p

u
rp

o
se

 a
s K

e
e
n
e
's re

co
m

m
e
n
d
a
tio

n
 th

a
t "th

e
re

 is n
o
 

p
la

c
e

 in
 a

n
 o

p
e

ra
tio

n
 o

f th
is

 ty
p

e
 fo

r h
a

n
d

w
ritte

n
 re

p
o

rts
." 

in
 sh

o
rt, th

e
 m

o
d

e
rn

 e
a

se
 o

f so
u

n
d

 ta
p

e
 p

ro
ve

d
 itse

lf. 

I w
o

u
ld

 a
g

re
e

 w
ith

 th
e

s
e

 c
o

n
s
tru

c
tiv

e
 c

ritic
is

m
s
 o

f th
e

 

in
ve

stig
a

tio
n

. In
 re

tro
sp

e
ct, a

n
yth

in
g

 ca
n

 b
e

 im
p

ro
ve

d
. G

e
n

-

e
ra

lly, h
o
w

e
ve

r, I b
e

lie
ve

 th
e

 d
e

p
a

rtm
e

n
t re

sp
o

n
d

e
d

 w
e

ll in
 

th
o
se

 first h
e
ctic, co

n
fu

sin
g
 h

o
u
rs. M

e
n
 like

 H
u
g
h
e
s, Jo

rd
a
n
, 

S
illin

g
s, S

h
a
ra

g
a
, a

n
d
 m

a
n
y o

th
e
rs, to

o
k th

e
 first sh

o
ck. S

o
 

d
id

 citize
n
s a

t th
e
 sce

n
e
, m

e
n
 like

 D
r. A

b
o
, Je

sse
 U

n
ru

h
, K

a
rl 

U
e
cke

r, R
o
sie

 G
rie

r, R
a
te

r Jo
h
n
so

n
 a

n
d
 Ju

a
n
 R

o
m

e
ro

. T
h
e
y 

re
sp

o
n

d
e

d
 w

ith
o

u
t h

e
sita

n
cy. 

O
n
 J

u
ly

 2
5
, 1

9
6
9
, S

p
e
c
ia

l U
n
it S

e
n
a
to

r w
a
s
 fin

a
lly

 a
n
d
 

o
fficia

lly clo
se

d
 o

u
t. It h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 in
 e

xiste
n

ce
 fo

r m
o

re
 th

a
n

 a
 

ye
a
r, a

n
d

 th
e
 e

n
d
in

g
 m

a
rke

d
 th

e
 co

m
p
le

tio
n
 o

f th
e
 lo

n
g
e
st, 

la
rg

e
st a

n
d
 m

o
st e

xp
e
n
sive

 crim
in

a
l in

ve
stig

a
tio

n
 e

ve
r u

n
d
e
r-

ta
k
e

n
 b

y
 th

e
 L

o
s
 A

n
g

e
le

s
 P

o
lic

e
 D

e
p

a
rtm

e
n

t, p
o

s
s
ib

ly
 th

e
 

m
o

s
t e

x
te

n
s
iv

e
 in

v
e

s
tig

a
tio

n
 e

v
e

r c
o

n
d

u
c
te

d
 b

y
 a

n
y
 lo

c
a

l 

la
w

 e
n

fo
rce

m
e

n
t a

g
e
n

cy. 
O

n
 th

a
t d

a
te

 th
e

 v
o

lu
m

in
o

u
s
 S

U
S

 file
s
, in

 fo
u

r lo
c
k
e

d
 

3
 0
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c
o

n
v
in

c
e

d
 th

a
t S

irh
a

n
 is

 m
o

re
 p

o
litic

a
lly

 o
rie

n
te

d
 th

a
n

 h
e

 

w
o
u
ld

 a
p
p
e
a
r to

 b
e
 fo

r h
is

 a
g
e
; th

a
t h

e
 d

id
, in

 fa
c
t, k

ill 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 b

e
c
a
u
s
e
 o

f th
e
 Is

ra
e
l-A

ra
b
 s

itu
a
tio

n
, a

n
d
 th

a
t h

e
 

p
ro

b
a

b
ly

 h
a

s
 s

o
n

ic
 k

in
d

 o
f m

a
rty

r c
o

m
p

le
x
." 

I h
a
ve

 n
o
t ch

a
n
g
e
d
 m

y m
in

d
 sin

ce
 th

a
t lo

g
 n

o
ta

tio
n
. N

o
t 

o
n
e
 s

h
re

d
 o

f e
v
id

e
n
c
e
 e

x
is

ts
, a

t th
is

 d
a
te

, to
 in

d
ic

a
te

 a
n
y
 

c
o
n
s
p
ira

c
y
 in

 th
e
 d

e
a
th

 o
f S

e
n
a
to

r R
o
b
e
rt F

. K
e
n
n
e
d
y
. If 

so
m

e
o
n
e
 ca

n
 p

ro
d
u
ce

 h
a
rd

 e
vid

e
n
ce

 o
f co

n
sp

ira
cy, n

o
w

 o
r 

la
te

r, th
e

 S
U

S
 file

s, a
n

d
 th

e
 ca

se
, w

ill b
e

 re
o

p
e

n
e

d
 im

m
e

d
i-

a
te

ly. 

A
lm

o
s
t a

 y
e
a
r a

g
o
 I to

ld
 S

U
S

 p
e
rs

o
n
n
e
l th

a
t I th

o
u
g
h
t 

th
is ca

se
 w

a
s a

 "su
p
re

m
e
 te

st o
f o

u
r ju

d
icia

l p
ro

ce
sse

s." If 

th
e

 a
c
c
u

s
e

d
, a

n
 a

lie
n

, c
o

u
ld

 c
o

m
m

it s
u

c
h

 a
 c

rim
e

, o
n

e
 in

-

vo
lvin

g
 a

n
 in

te
rn

a
tio

n
a

l p
o

litica
l fig

u
re

, a
n

d
 a

 ca
n

d
id

a
te

 fo
r 

th
e
 P

re
sid

e
n
cy o

f th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s, a
n
d
 th

e
n
 re

ce
ive

 a
 fa

ir 

a
n

d
 u

n
b

ia
se

d
 in

ve
stig

a
tio

n
, a

n
d

 b
e

yo
n

d
 th

a
t re

ce
ive

 a
 fa

ir 

a
n
d
 u

n
b
ia

s
e
d
 tria

l, th
e
n
 w

e
 c

o
u
ld

 b
e
lie

v
e
 th

a
t o

u
r ju

d
ic

ia
l 

p
ro

c
e
s
s
e
s
 w

e
re

 th
e
 rig

h
t o

n
e
s
 a

n
d
 c

o
u
ld

 p
ro

te
c
t a

ll o
f u

s
. 

3
 0

 5
 

n
e
y's sta

ff. In
fo

rm
a
tio

n
 w

a
s fre

e
ly e

xch
a
n
g
e
d
. T

h
e
 co

u
rse

 o
f 

th
e

 in
ve

stig
a

tio
n

 a
n

d
 th

e
 re

su
lts w

e
re

 clo
se

ly fo
llo

w
e

d
 b

y th
e

 

A
tto

rn
e
y G

e
n
e
ra

l's o
ffice

. 

T
h

e
 S

u
m

m
a

ry's m
a

in
 c

o
n

c
lu

s
io

n
s
 a

re
 th

e
s
e

: (1
) S

irh
a

n
 

S
irh

a
n

 fire
d

 th
e

 fa
ta

l s
h

o
ts

 th
a

t k
ille

d
 S

e
n

a
to

r R
o

b
e

rt F
. 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 a

n
d
 w

o
u
n
d
e
d
 fiv

e
 o

th
e
rs

. (2
) S

irh
a
n
 fire

d
 th

o
s
e
 

sh
o
ts w

ith
 th

e
 in

te
n
t to

 kill S
e
n
a
to

r K
e
n
n
e
d
y a

n
d
 h

is a
ct w

a
s 

p
re

m
e
d
ita

te
d
. (3

) S
irh

a
n
 w

a
s
 n

o
t u

n
d
e
r th

e
 in

flu
e
n
c
e
 o

f a
 

d
ru

g
 o

r in
to

x
ic

a
n
t a

t th
e
 tim

e
 o

f th
e
 s

h
o
o
tin

g
. (4

) S
irh

a
n
 

w
a

s
 le

g
a

lly
 s

a
n

e
 a

t th
e

 tim
e

 o
f th

e
 in

c
id

e
n

t (5
) T

h
e

re
 w

a
s
 

n
o
 e

v
id

e
n
c
e
 o

f a
 c

o
n
s
p
ira

c
y
 in

 th
e
 c

rim
e
. 
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