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“Considering atl of the legal difticultivs in prosecutinog Armstrony, 18 it any wonder M =
why the FBI, the Meaphis police depactment, amd Shelby Cotnty  Attorngy

Goneral Phil Canale wanted to forget?”” / h
/
[ A

Was the murder of the Rewerend Martin Luther King, Jr., the stationary lrom one of the swanklest horels in Mex-
result of @ ponspnacy? ) e Chry,  Juek kept telling me in his letrers that
her hand a gowl thing going For himselr down there nnd
kept beguing me ta go down there and represent him
ona tull time basis.  Ne sald e conbd moke me

Previous installmenes® of this series described the “eggs and
sausage " man, later given the coude name of Jack Armstong,
wha appearsd vn the s'mjrw me:' iy of me: nurr..h.-r. T-hr,'- rivh, e pever gave me any speeitics abour what he
atthor conchices that this possible connection with the King was dolng amd B8 wasn' 1 unti ] severnl years later
mucler is more probable than a laiyer conspiracy. that & Famnl ot — Loth Coom Che Vips of Jack amd

Americans have linkedd Martin | uther King with the struygle other sourees,™

for domestic civil riphes; nut as apparent has heeit dus involve-
et with activities directed againse the war e Vieinan.

Wﬂ_\‘_:llr Chustain of Memphis, Tean., is a veteran

Does a murdi muoltive axist in celation to ane v buth of newspaper reporter amd southern journalist o with
these issups? How does it ielate (o other political assassing- experience  on o several  omelropulitan dailbies in
tions in the U.N? Texas  dncluding EU Paso, Houston, Dallas and Sun

Antonio, aus well as oo the St. Lonvs Globe=Demo-
ceanl aod 8 Memphis daily, He had travieeled with
De. Ring' s entourage onoand off (or (wo years
prior to the assdassination. He had spent the last
two aliys of King's Vife covering hes specches in
Memphis prior to the shooting. He wis on the mur-
der scene within lo winutes alter Dr. King was
shol. e interviewed eyewitnesses for one of the
First comprehensive news accounts to the nation of
Dro hing's deaih. A native Tevan aml o ooraduate
of the University of Texas with o bachelor's de-
gree in history and policieal seience, Meo Chas-
tutn also spent several months o early 1964 in-
vestigating and reseacehing the assassination of
President hennedy, Jack Ruby's link with Lee Nar-
viry Dawatld amd o graup ol pro-Cuban arves tanners,
antl other avtivities relnted o Kennedy's death.
Months befove The Warven Cownission's  repuort,
which was published in the fall orf 1961, Mr. Chas-
tain — after exhaustive intevviews with hundreds
ol witnesses — had  veached the conclusion that
President Rennedy's death was the cesult ol a
ploc wvavelving pavamilitarvy professionals financed
by a grvoup ot wealthy, right-wing Texans with
the Central lotelligence Ayency as well as lower
echelon CLA persunncl still assigned to the bu-
veau., The present installment is an excerpt frem
a fortheoming book entitled:  Who Really Killed

RBackyround

Jaek Avmstromy was hovn in the South.  He playeil
foothall at @ Solthern university alter he was dis-
vharged from the Aomy in 9520 lle speaks §luent
Spaniah and has been quire suecessfol ar fmpersonn-
tlon,  Feiends have said he delights in "passing
Wlwsell ol as a Jdebonaly Latin, or s dumb Mexican"
switebing fvom vavious weeeads caaglag Goem Tex-Mex
— the lingnistic melange of Spanish and tmglish
spuken along the Texas-Mexican border —— (o the more
guphonivus tones of legitimate Spanish spoken in
Mexive Ciry and Costa Rica,

his wreiter has interviewed several of his Uormer
eollege axsoclates and former Avimy colleajgues, as
well vs curvent neighbors ot his in a rural arvea of
the Southwest where he now vesides,

A prosperous altorney, who played tootball with
Armatrong and double dated with him, elaiwed to be
the vinsest Criend Avmstrvony had while iu college.
He said:

"1 got several letters from Jack after [ got out
of law schoel in the widdle 1950's, Most of them
came Lvom douth Ameriva, Seveétal of them came on

Parts 1, 2, &nd 3 were published in the Februaty, March, and April br. hing — And the Kennedys? A Distyrbing View
issues, respagtively, of Computers and People, and are available from of Polivical Assassinatipns in America,

the publisher as back copies at $2 each,
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Livestock,
enraph wire and pays the auctionogr in cash,

lle spparently acquired his affluence in the past
eight or nine years. lle once told some Friends {in
Miami that he made his money In the middle sixting
in the computer business in Dallas, Tex. e gave
the name of his fivm to one person, who later
eheckod, only to learn there was no computer firm by
that name in Dallas. Despite a dozen listings in
the Dallas city directory of names that are the same
as Armstrong's real name, an individual check of
each listing indicated that none belong to Armstirong.

Armstrong frequently takes long trips away [rom
home, One lasted as long as six months, the longest
lasted a year. Letters addressed to an apartment he
maintains in a small town near his ranch came back
from the U.S. Post Office with unconventional nota-
tions: "Not Deliverable in the U.S. At This Time".

Armstrong’s Anti-Racist Attitudes

"Jack always espoused a hard-line, anti-Communist
ideology," the attorney friend vecalls. “Unlike
most persons T knew in college that. were addicted
to right-wing thinking, Jack was not a racist — he
was always defending the rights of Negroes — a
radical idea in the deep South in 1954 before the
U.5. Supreme Court declared school senregation was
unconstitutional. Jack was saying that befure Lhe
high court ruled, and that was the cause of at least
two fights he had in college. le won them both.
Alsa, lack identified with the Indians and always
delended them,"

Armstrong, however, began associating with
wealthy right-wing militarists after his discharge
from the Army. He partied with many nf them who
were visiting the U.S. for Ameriecan military train-
ing. He was also a friend — as well as personal
pilot — for Castillo Armas, the right-wing dictator
of Guatemala, who himselfl, was mysteriously assas-
sinated in 1955,

Armstrong’s Right-Wing Philosophy

Armstrong's fervent right-wing philosophy and
ardent anti-Communism were so well-known by his
friends that they became perplexed in later years
when they learned he had gone to work for Fidel Cas-
tro in Mexico City in early 1957. lle first worked
only as a highly paid gun runner, personally pilot-
ing the weapons [rom black market sources near Phil-
adelphia and St., Louis via a secret airfield near
Houston, Texas, then southward to Mexico City.
Later, however, he accepted a top command position
in the revolutionary army Castro was organizing for
the eventual overthrow of the hated Batista regime
in Cuba.

Thus, the period between 1957 and 1961 created an
anomalous and incongruous chapter in the life of
Jack Armstrong., Note this is about the same time
his prosperous attorney friend was receiving letters
from Mexico City.

"Dinero," Armstrong would reply in later years

"when friends asked him why he went to work for the

)

e never.pays hy ebeck, but sends n tel=

B NS LA U A Gl peye,

One staunch defendor of Armstrong — an "Avmy -
buddy" who served with Wim In Korea — theorlzed
that Armstrong hecane a pald agent of the Central
Tntellinesee Aqsacy, who assigued idm wo penetrate
Castro's Increasingly effective undergeound,  Should
the contingency that Castro hoped for — nanely, the
uprovting and toppling of the Datisia regine — ever
materialize, the CIA would have a plant right under
Castro's nose, This type of contingency planning
and infiltration is nurmal CIA procedure, so goes
the theory of Armstrong's Army buddy.

Armstrong cultivated a close friendship with Cas-
tro, hut developed a deep-seated animusity toward
Raoul, Fidel's brotler.

American Adventurer in Brazil

Tn early 1958, the Miami llcrald reported an em-
barrassing incident for the U.S. State Department ‘in
Brazil, This was about six months before the over-
throw of Batista's regime. The incident arose in
Rinde Janeiro when State Department officials dis-
covered the presence of an American adventurer in
that city withoul any evidence of his legally enter-
ing the country. The adventurer told an implausible
story — unconfirmed 1o this day — of how two com-
panions and he survived a plane crash in the dense
jungles of the immense Brazilian interiur., After
the crash, he disagreed with the two companions on
the proper route to take out of the jungle, so they
split the aiveraflt supplies consisting mostly of
champagne and carned goods,

"T ingratiated myself with the Indians I met on
the way by sharing my champagne with them," the ad-
venturer said. "I walked out of the jungles drink-
ing champagne and eating canned goods,"

Why would such an amusing, but implausible story,
create any embarrassment for the state department?
Nermally it wouldn't, but it seems that the adven-
turer's presence in the country coincided with the
assassination of a Batista dignitary who was visit-
ing DBrazil,

Fearing an international diplomatic debacle, the
State Department ordered rheir security agents to
take the adventurer into custody. The agents were
rushing him to an American ship in a Brazilian port
in an embassy limousine when the vehicle collided
with a Brazilian taxicab, In the confusion that
ensued, the taxicab — with the adventurer inside
— fled the scene,

Evidence based on photographs and other informa-
tion gleaned from the Miami police intelligence di-
vision files indicate the adventurer was none other
than Jack Armstrong,

A few months later, after the successful over-
throw of datista, Armstrong surfaced again — both
in Havana and Miami. Reports indicated he fought
beside both Fidel and Raoul inthe last days of the
crumbling Batista regime. Captured Batista records
also indicated that Batista himself had placed a
price on Armstrong's hcad as early as 1937,  The
right-wing dictator had ordered Armstrong's death by
firing syuad because of a confidence caper Armstrong
had pulled in an elegant gambling c¢asino. The trick
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theory” — that is, that Armstrong went to work for
Castro because he thought he would replace Batista's
dictatforship with an American-siyle democracy, and
that he broke with Castro when he saw the Communist
elements of Castro's underground take over the re-
gime.

At any rate, the Miami police intelligence unit,
working with the Florida Atturney General's ofiice,
began rounding up groups of active Castro agents in
Miami, including Armstrong, when evidence emerged
that sugyested a massive kidnapping plot of several
escaped Batista officials from the Miami area. The
scenario called for transporting the kidnapped vic-
tims hack to Cuba for the benelit of Castro's firing
squads.,

In the massive investigations that followed,
FMorida officers discovered Armstrong had strong
ties with both the FBI and CIA. For policy reasons,
they dropped charges against him, especially after
one strange incident in a Dade County courtroom
where Armstrong was literally and bodily seized from
state officers by FII agents as Armsirong was being
carried before a state judge for arraignment on a
conspiracy to kidnap charge.

A Con Artist

Another paradoxical facet of Armstrong's dossier
during these years is that interspersed with his
activities as a gun-running soldier of fortune are
several incidents in which he was accused of swin-
dling wealthy persons out of large sums of money by
bogus "“get rich schemes".

Two significant facts emerge concerning these
series of alleged confidence games: one is that
Armstrong was never convicted; and second, the in-
dictments were always the products of seemingly ag-
gressive 0.5, Attorneys who, somehow, always lost
intervest in the cases once the indictments were pub-
licly announced. Thus, the cases never came to
trial,

These facts led one Miami police intelligence
agenl to suspect that the indictments were brought

\
7K phis,

7 netted Armstrong several thousand dollars at the ex- for one singular purpose — to create a cover wherp-
i pense of one of Natista's top lieutenants, Although by Armstrong could penetrate Castro's underground as
Iy} Armstrong was taken into custody shortly after the a solilicr of fortune diseredited by his own govern-
iy incident, tliere was no explanation as to how he ment, Also, recall Ratista's charge of swindlling

A eluded 1he firing squad and escaped to Mexico., More agnlnst Armstrnng, and death sentence that was never
?‘ about the confidence caper later, carried out, Was Armstrong really an anti-Batista

man?

j“! A CIA Infiltrator?

151 In the first few months after Costro established qtrz; !z :T?:r::"'r£:;|lrflr?3d?: 'nntﬁ@?Th"r AIT' "
h eontrol in Cuba, Aemstrong had his vwn plane, 1l ; d h?s fre 1“ ; "i‘] CHERIRELINE ShnTidines laxgrhs
' flew Lfrom llavana to Miomi almost daily and his move=- . Y S G rantags.

i ments attracted the attention of the Intelligence What Role did Armstrong Ploy in King's Death?
" Division of the Miami Police Department, The Intel=

%. ligence Division is probably one of the most sophis- Assuming Lloyd Jowers, his waitress, Thompsen,
1. ticated of all city police departments in the na- and _the two ministers properly denllFLFd Armstrung
sy tion (see "Computers and Automation" issue of May, as the m: ountered in the episodes relaled
fi 1970 and Richard Sprague's article on hew the unil in l'arts 2 and J, the questions naturally emerge:

2% anUtrﬂILd a plot to assassinate President Kennedy

;l in Miami in carly November, 1963 — three wecks be- ® What was a man with a penchant for interna-

el lore Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas). tianal exploits doing in Memphis on the day

Jil King was killed?

g? Evidence began to mount that Armstrong was not

g what he appeared 10 be, that is, a dedicated, loyal ® Did his presence sugges! he played a role in
g supporter of Premier Casiro, Perhaps, the nld Kn- King's dealh — either as a conspiratoer or a

;f rean War buddy was right — Armstrong was a CIA in- principal acior?

Wil filtrator into the Castro cawmp.

ol Let's first explore a theory that would absolve
M Or an alternate theory, the one supported by Armstrong of any complicity in the planning and ex-
;P Armstrong's own explanation, is the "disillusionment ecution of King's death, but would nunetheless as-

sign him a role — perhaps a collateral vne — in
the drama thal culminated with King's assassination.

I alluded in Part 2 to a high ranking police of-
ficial who told me in confidence that Armstrong was
acting as an undercover informer lor both the FBI
antl Army counter-intelligence. T never divulged the
identity of Lhis police official — either in print
or orally to anyone else — bul later he denied,
again in privale, ever making any such statement 1o
me.

Let's explore a theory that would assign Arm-
strong such a role, Tf Jowers properly identified
Armstrong as the "eggs amd sausage man,” then we
know Armstrong was in Memphis on the day King was
killed. We would krnow he was within a half block
of the Lorraine Motel where King was killed, at
least an hour and a hall before the fatal bullet
was [ired,

Il Armstrong were an informer for the FBI and
Army counter-intelligence, then this might mean he
had heen assigned to follow King and remain under-
cover as a way of ferreting out any plans to kill
King, Thus, knowing King was staying at the Lor-
raine, Armstrong's presence in Jim's Cale would not
be hard to understand.

His return trip the next morning and his subse-
quent arrest could be explained Lhis way. _Rather

than overtly sever his relation to the unﬁe:uﬂrlﬂ_hx.

going directly to either the Me

ment and the Federal building where the FBI uff1ces

were located, Armstrong had to create a subterfuge
where he would De arrested — similar to the ruse
used by Lee llarvev Oswald in New Orleans when he was
arrested by police in 1960 duying a pro-Cuba demon-

the
his
mation to whoever wns hi

stration in the Latin Quarter! so he could confer
with his FRT agent=Daby silter at a privale room in

w Orleans TI¢ 1In custody at the Mem-_
olice station, Armstrong ¢ ss on | =
L baby sitter -~
(Baby sitter denotes the agent who has sev-
eral paid informers assigned to him and it is his
duty to collect their messages and confer with them
from time to time,)

%NHU NOT NWWST CALL. THE FB.1. BABY Q\TTEDJ
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The reason the twn plainelothesmen seemed inter-
estod in the "eqys and sausage man" after King was
killed, and asked Jowers to cnll him if he reflurned,
was rthat they nceded to confer with him to sce if he
had any information as to the identity of King's'
slayer. i , %

Also, this may have explained the porsonal jrrei-
tation ol the “eqys and sausage man" when he went to
the wall where the telephone was installed, and
never used i1,2 Could he have been looking for a

nimber that was supposed 1o have been lelt there for
him to eall?

This interprelation may ahsolve Armstrong of any
complicity in King's death, hut it-does not explain
the re-nppearance of Armstrong in Memphis five days
later as Benavides and Bonnevecche, How could Arm-
strang — by making these impersonations — be aid-
ing law enforcement officers in the investigation
of King's decath?

No, this theory has to he rejected unless one
would ascribe a more sinister duty to the role of
undercover agent — such as an "agent provocateur”,
One would have to adopt the theory this writer re-
Jected fn Part 2 — namely, the FBI planned and car-
vied out the assassination of King.

A compromise theary would have been that Arm-
Strong indeed was acting as a bona fide agent of
both the FBI and Army intelligence, and exploited
his clandestine and convenient status — without
authority from e¢ither agency — to assassinate King
upon orders of a third superior,

The Decoy Theory #6

Another theory is that Armstrong served as a
decoy — either with or without knowledge of the
identity of King's actual assassin. According to
this theory, Armstrong's role was to scatier false
clues and drag red herrings acruss the investigative
trail while the real assassin escaped the country.

Also, Armstrong's role was to implant the idea
of ¢ither a racist or malin-like motive in the minds
of his listeners. Note, Benavides' almost casual
reference to Thompson of his visit to Doyle Elling-

ton, grand dragon of the KKK in Tennessee; and Bon-
nevecelie's theory that Mafia had killed King under

a murder contract let by a jealous hus d.
BoT BB

Also, it could have served a second purpose of
setting the stage for a Mafia motive behind the im-
peniling assassination of Rolbert F, Kennedy six weeks
later, after the California Democratic Primary,

Why would these motives want to be implanted in
the publie's mind?

If one returns to the third conspiracy possibil-
ity on the right — a thesis thoroughly explored in
Parts 2 and 3 — then one can understand why it
would be paramount that a racist or Mafia motive had
to be implanted in the public's mind to distract
from the “nationul security” motive of Lhe profes-
sional paramilitarists — an establishmentarian
clique“ that cuts across the military-industrial
complex, including the State Department, the Central
Intelligence Agency, and powerful private interests
that have a vested stake in continuing the cold war
mentality in the nation,

But what if the decoy tactic backfired? What if

it were so successful, it led to the arrest of Arm=-

strong and his subsequent indictment as King's
killer?

an - i
':J_.é iNVohve ANNOTHER DECOY ¥

Wouldn't Armstrong — much like James MeCord as
. one ol the Watergate defendants — bo tempted to
"blow the whistle on hls‘ca—cunspirnlurs and perhaps
name some higher-ups? i i
When one stulies Armélrong's psychological pro-
[ile, one percelves a daredeyi) streak in Armstrong
— o perverse pleasure jn setting himself up {n
Physical situatiuns that threaten him with danger,

ecall the Brazilian caper and the subsequent fn-
volvement in the consplracy to kidnap Batists Slip=
porters in Miami and 1y them to the Castro Tiring
squads in Cuba, (Hernll also the fact thar Acm-
Stroug played o probable role as FBL and CIA {n-
formant in expusing the kidnap plans,)

Also, abserve that Armsirong — if he dind play
both the role of Benavides and Bonnevecche — had
astutely constructed an almost impreqgnable defense

along the way of implanting racist and mafia mulives
in his listener's miny

If Thompson became a
strong's attorneys could
on three grounds:

prosecution witness, Arm-
attack Thompson's testimony

L. Inadmissibility of testimony that would breach
the attorney-client privilege, [l this ruse
failed, then:

2. Armstrong could nnt have been the man who
visited Thompson because his physical deserip-
tion did not fit a “blond Latin". Renavides
was ulso a man of Latin American character-
istics: the name, Ihe accident, ete., Arm-
strong, on the other hand, was 100 fer cent
American, no accent, etc,

3. Even il the jury were to believe Benavides was
Armstrong, then Thompson's testimony itsell
would temd to exonerate Armstrong because
Benavides vehemently insisted that he did not
kill King, but that his friend Pete din. Be-
sides, Benavides said he "never hired his gun
out to kill Niggers".

If the two ministers were witnesses for the pros-
ecution, their testimony also could be attacked as
inadmissible hecause of the "privileged communica-
tion" defense accorded to professional-client rela-
tionship. Again, if the court ruled that such a de-
fense was not applicable under those circumstances,
they would attack the ministers' testimony as fail-
ing to incriminate Armstrong on two grounds:

First, Bonnevecche said he was in St. Louis on
the day King was killed,

Second, Bonnevecche said his friend Nick
killed King, not himself.

If Thompsen and both minisiers were all prosecu-
tion witnesses, note how a successful and skilled
defense attorney could pit their testimony against
one another, Thompson would say Benavides was a
blond. The two ministers would say he was dark, of
Italian-Portuguese lineage,

Considering all of the legal difficultigg_ln
prosecuting Armstrong, is it any der
the Memphis police department. and Shelby Cou
General Phil Canale wanted to forget at
Tony Benavides or J. Christ Bonnevecche ever visited

MemEhis?

L ) .
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[ o lLocation and identification of Nenavides~llognavec~ [ .
\ L chié — and subsequent indictment of Armstrong as a -
liOi’\X}\‘_‘f 3 co-conspirator in the slaying of King — loomed as
EB(JF;',[SI.' a Pandora's Dox for theyprosccution, Once that box
oo 8 was opened, an apparenyfppen and shut case agains

b (0 James Parl Ray would become less perfect.

4 (Part & next manth: “Canspiracy clues the FBI forgot or ignored”)

L
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i Footnotes
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1. Harold Weisberg. Oswald in New Orleans: Case for
IR Conspiracy with the CIA (New York: Canyon Books
qor and Book Distributing Co.), pp. 46-51, Weisberg
W convincingly develops the thesis that Orwald was
not only on the payroll of the CIA at the time of

A John F. Kennedy's death, but alsc on the FBI pay-

i * . roll as a secrel informer. Thus, this explains

LU * how Oswald had the private number and licensc
O/ o S plate number of a key FBI agent written in his

it notebook at the time he was apprehended.
ﬂ' 2. Warren Smith. Sagan Magazine (October, 1969).

: iHﬂHH\ Smith _purports to have cn inside version from Ray
fe It ® himself that Ray was supposed to go to Jim's Cafe
i A and write a room number down — the room he would

: be in upstairs. Ray, however, his penchant for

{ol i blunders still intact, went Lo Jim's Place, two

blocks down the street, and wrote the room number
on the wall by a telephone number there. The
real Raoul was supposed to go tn Jim's Cafe, get
the room number olf the wall, and go up to the
room where Ray would have left the rifle to kill
King. According to Smith's theory, Ray was only
a delivery boy for the murder weapon and was sup-
posed to have left the room alter he delivered
the bundle. Raoul then killed King, and left the
bundle outside to "frame" Ray, according to the
Smith thesis.

3. Col. Fleteher Prouty. The Secret Team (Englewood
Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-llall, Inc.), p. 2
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