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R
ufus Y

oungblood keeps w
atch as grim

-faced P
resident Lyndon Johnnson leaves P

arkland 
M

em
orial H

ospital, D
allas, after JFK

 assassination. K
ennedy's body w

as still at hospital. 
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icily  
R

ufus Y
oungblood, 72, Secret Service H

ero at D
allas 

q
u
ick

, u
n
n

atu
ral m

ovem
ents in

 th
e 

president's car." 
- F

or the rest of the assassination day, 
Johnson —

 unaccustom
ed to taking or-

d
ers fro

m
 an

y
o
n
e d

id
 w

h
atev

er M
r. 

Y
oungblood directed. B

ack in W
ashing-

ton that night, Johnson told intim
ates: 

"R
ufus did a very brave thing today." 

H
e later saw

 to it that M
r. 

Y
oungblood w

as given the 
highest aw

ard presented 
b

y
 th

e T
reasu

ry
 D

ep
art-

m
ent, w

hich oversees the 
S

ecret S
erv

ice. H
e also

 
saw

 to it that M
r. Y

oung-
blood rose steadily in the 
S

ecret S
ervice —

 first to 
chief of the W

hite H
ouse 

detail, then to assistant di-
rector in charge of all pro-
tective m

issions and final- 
. ly to. the S

ervice's N
o. 2 

job, deputy director. 
B

ut, w
hen R

ichard M
. 

N
ixon succeeded Johnson 

as president in 1969, M
r. 

Y
oungblood found his ca-

reer at a dead end. N
ixon 

and his aides assum
ed that M

r. Y
oung-

blood, because he w
as closely identified 

w
ith Johnson, w

as an enem
y. A

lthough 
h
e retain

ed
 in

 th
e N

o
. 2

 p
o
sitio

n
, h

e 
w

as given few
 duties. H

e retired in 1971. 
M

r. Y
oungblood's survivors also in-

clude his w
ife, P

eggy. F
uneral arrange-

m
ents w

ere' pending yesterday. 
D

uring the years M
r. Y

oungblood 
protected Johnson, from

 1963 to 1968, 
he frequently —

 if respectfully —
 con-

tradicted the president. S
ecret S

ervice  

agents arM
required to keep their hands 

unencum
bered -- in case an em

ergency 
arises. O

n
ce, M

r. Y
o
u
n
g
b
lo

o
d
 w

as 
standing beside Johnson in church. E

v-
eryone ex

cep
t M

r. Y
o

u
n

g
b
lo

o
d
 w

as 
holding a hym

n book. T
he congregation 

w
as singing "O

nw
ard. C

hristian S
ol-

diers," and M
r. Y

oungblood joined in. 
"Y

o
u
're

 n
o
t su

p
p
o
se

d
 to

 sin
g
," 

Johnson m
uttered. 

"I can
 if I k

n
o

w
 th

e w
o

rd
s," M

r. 
Y

oungblood replied. 
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A
n A

m
erican hero —

 R
ufus Y

oting-
blood, the S

ecret S
ervice agent honored 

for throw
ing his body on top of V

ice 
P

resident L
yndon B

. Johnson to pro-
tect him

 w
hen P

resident John F
. K

en-
nedy w

as assassinated —
 has died at 72. 

M
r. Y

o
u

n
g

b
lo

o
d

, a 
G

eo
rg

ia n
ativ

e w
h

o
 re-

tired
 to

 S
av

an
n

ah
 m

o
re 

th
an

 2
0
 y

ears ag
o
, d

ied
 

W
ednesday of lung cancer 

in a hospice there, said his 
daughter, R

ebecca Y
oung- 

blood V
aughn. 

In the N
ov. 22, 1963 • 

m
o
to

rc
a
d
e
 in

 D
a
lla

s, 
JohnsO

n w
as riding in the 

back seat of an open car a 
short-distance behind the 
p

resid
en

t's: M
r. Y

o
u
n

g
-

blood, chief of. Johnson's' 
S

ecret S
ervice detail, w

as 
in

 th
e fro

n
t seat. W

h
en

 
sh

o
ts ra

n
g
 o

u
t, M

r. 	
. _ 	

Ap m
m

4..1974 
Y

o
u

n
g

b
lo

o
d

 in
stan

tly
 

R
ufus Y

oungblood 
vaulted into the back seat 
an

d
 —

 faith
fu

l to
 th

e S
ecret S

erv
ice 

ag
en

ts' o
ath

 to
 g

iv
e u

p
 their lives, if 

necessary, to protect those in their care 
-- shielded Johnson's body w

ith 
his 

ow
n. "G

et dow
n!" he shouted to John-

son and others in the car. "G
et dow

n!" 
L

ater,. M
r. Y

oungblood said he w
as 

n
o
t ev

en
 su

re h
e h

ad
 h

eard
 sh

o
ts. "It 

could have been a firecracker, a bom
b 

o
r a sh

o
t," h

e said
. "I recognized it 

as an
 'ab

n
o

rm
al so

u
n

d
 an

d
 realized

 
som

e 'fiction had to b
e tak

en
. I saw

 


