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_  Traveler Relires, Aims to wm_ﬂezzmm

By Hank Burchard
Washinklan Pess Blatl Weiter

© Becret

SBervice agent

Rufus  Youngblood, who
traveled millions of Eu_mu in

wan!

20"years of protecting Presi-
to be a tourist,

IU's not quite the same as
the case of the bus driver
who spends his vacations
driving around the country,

While Youngblood, 47, has
traveled the world more
times than he can count, he
hasn't seen much of the out-
side of it.

VWhat he knows are the
corridors of power and the
inner rooms to which they
lead, where matters of state
are decided. He's been to
Banghok five times, “but all
I know about Thailand is an

airport, a hotel and the pal-
ace.” }
In Rome he knowas the
Coliseum, but only because
" he slipped over there &t 2
am. with another agent and
& newsman after The Man
was safely in bed and his
guards posted. Next time
he's there he'd like to toss
some colns in the fountain,

and take pletures ou his wife
Peggy. ;

If he were any another
former Secret Service age
his ..=§=..E.Boa~.n§ﬁs
May 31 would have drawn
less public attention tham
that of any GS# who had
toiled long in the bowels of
the Government. The agents
are men who take great
ains to remain ob:

But he Is Rufus Young-
bloed, of forgettable face
but unforgettable name, the
man who, when the first
shot rang out during the
Dallas motoreade on Nov.
22,1863, threw then Viee
President Lyndon Johnson
to the floor of his limousine
and shielded Johnson's .!uaa«
with his own. )

That moment—the crack

bomb—is the Instant toward

which all the agents are

trained, but which comes to

fewer than one in 1,000,

i ‘Youngblood is tired of
talking about it. *T u_hn hap.

reflex than anything.”
Perhaps. But Johnson sald
Youngblood got him ' down
. before the sccond shot was
fired, during that moment

took, seemed to _.op_ESnS.
@ crucial second or so, or to
be pprinting towards the
. President's ear from too far
away, as more shots came,
' Johmson singled out that
. moment and it made a hero
| of Youngblood: In the normal
* course of things it also made
;  Youngblood, successively,
the agent personally de-
tajled to Johnson, then head
of the White House Detall,
then assistant director and
finally deputy director of
Eﬂ service, i
oungblood would lke counts press
remembered also that he e“su.n___-_o__@ngﬂa_q”—.ts&ﬂ
rose in rank because his FU stimulated
QSFEEQ._%..U-_. i of jeal
las, wag
his fellows.
factory” (read: S_uvn&ua.
' He mentioned, in passing, Youngblood's instant re-

“a certaln
" among

' Pholos by Gerald Martinesu—The Waahlngion Peal

that all the ..nun::e:u ac-  gponse to the one fast life-

and-death crisis in his ca-
reer would suggest that he
is a tense man, always
colled, finger-tapping, ulcer-
ous.

Kot so. Sitting in the back
yard of his home in Vienna

Relaxing with his wife Pegey In the yard, Youngblood holds GiGl, the famlly pet.

the other day he was the -

very pleture of a man who
has done hls duty and is tak-
ing his time deciding what
shall be his pleasure. :
Bee YOUNGELOOD, C2, 0. 1

book of photos taken on trips wlih presidents. Other plotures hang on den walls.
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Protector of 4 Presidents Retires -

raized, he plans
born in Georgia

YOUNGBLOOD, From C1

And, after two decades of
being a professional drab, 'of
wearing  unstriking suits,
ties and shirts selected so

nobody would look zt him .
twice, he was wearing a blue

and white stripe shirt and
magenta trousers reminis-
cent of that sweet slush they
sell at the T-Eleven.

He learned early how to
stay alert without
worry-warped. “You've got to
learn to do the best you can

" and not to agonize over
whether that's good

enough” he sald “And
when off-duty, you
have to put it down. It's like

said. ;

“We're in the risk busi-
ness. We assess the risks as
best we can and advise the
President. He decides when,
where and whether to stick
his neck out.

“If you could get the Presi-

dent to stay in & room in a
‘bom with

you
could cut the risk almost to
ZEro.

“But that Isn't the way it
works. So you use the ar-
mored cars, the electronle .
devices, the getaway routes,
your eyes and your ears and

McKinley in 1801)

with him for hours Without
picking up more than a few .
hints of what his personal
feelings are about the four
Presidents he served. Nor

s time at p

do,” e said, “And it's 2 long
list

Being it and 47, he plans
to do plenty. “Besides, Peggy
Isn't gudnshl.n Msx:a sit
around too 58y,
_'whendexmn%nraﬂre?'“

to see an eagle. *You know,
in all my life, except at the

him to
with

does he display
social attitudes or a political
philosophy.

This ability to keep parts
of his mind in neutral was
carefully developed. It grew
out of the necessity of belng

. bland and  singleminded

while ‘moving among the
captaing and the kings of
this world.

“Many times an agent will

what's going to happen in
the world tomorrow,” he
said.

“You have to learn to
tune it out. Some of the se
crets you get are more than
2 man wants fo carry
around with him. ¥ou train
yourself only to hear what
you need to know in order
to do your job."

The long strain of security
wark has left him with little
desire to go into anything
similar to it. :

“That's near the bottom of
the list of things I want to

the sensations he had to ig,
nore while in the service.
At least until his family is

to e was
and was




