
eath: 'M
artin H

ad D
 

ne 
F

rom
 N

ew
s S

ervices 

C
H

IC
A

G
O

 —
 U

.N
. A

m
b
assad

o
r 

indrew
 Y

oung says he thought it w
as 

ra blessing" w
hen D

r. M
artin L

uther 
K

in
g
 w

as k
illed

 b
ecau

se th
e civ

il 
sig

h
ts lead

er h
ad

 d
o
n
e "all h

e co
u
ld

" 
i flti it w

a
s tim

e
 to

 "c
la

im
 h

is re
-

1,v
ard

." 
,k

 W
h
e
n
 K

in
g
 w

a
s a

ssa
ssin

a
te

d
, 

(Y
o
u
n
g
 said

 h
e th

o
u
g
h
t "th

at h
e w

as 
v
ery

 fo
rtu

n
ate —

 really
 th

at it w
as a 

few
 	

Y
oung w

as standing just a 
few

 steps from
 K

ing, his longtim
e as-

;so
ciate, w

h
en

 h
is frien

d
 w

as sh
o
t in

 
M

em
phis, T

enn., in IN
S

. 
"I k

n
o
w

 th
at so

u
n
d
s stran

g
e, b

u
t 

'w
e
'v

e
 a

lw
a
y
s v

ie
w

e
d
 d

e
a
th

 a
s a

 
;b

lessin
g
. T

h
at's b

een
 th

e b
asis o

f m
y
 

;life since childhood," Y
oung said in a 

;P
la

y
b
o
y
 m

a
g
a
z
in

e
 in

te
rv

ie
w

 
released

 y
esterd

ay
. 

"M
artin had done all that he could. 

H
e
 w

a
s m

isu
n
d
e
rsto

o
d
. H

e
 w

a
s 

ab
u
sed

 b
y
 b

lack
 an

d
 w

h
ite. . . . G

o
d
 

:d
ecid

ed
  M

artin
 h

ad
 h

ad
 en

o
u
g
h
. It w

as tim
e to go on hom

e and claim
 his 

rew
ard

." 

Y
O

U
N

G
 S

A
ID

 H
E

 w
as convinced 

th
at m

o
re th

an
 o

n
e p

erso
n
 v

as in
-

volved in the assassination. 
"W

h
en

 Jam
es E

arl R
ay

' (th
e co

n
: 

v
icted

 assassin
) w

as cau
g
h
t, h

e h
ad

 
tw

o passports and he used the w
rong 

o
n
e
," h

e
 sa

id
. "A

 g
u
y
 w

h
o
's n

o
t' 

sm
art en

o
u
g
h
 to

 h
an

d
le tw

o
 p

ass-
p
o
rts is n

o
t sm

art en
o
u
g
h
 to

 g
et tw

o
 

of them
 by him

self." 
Y

oung characterized form
er P

resi-
d
en

ts R
ich

ard
 M

. N
ix

o
n
 an

d
 G

erald
 

R
. F

o
rd

 as "racists." 
H

e said that everyone in the U
nited 

S
tates is in

ev
itab

ly
 tain

ted
 to

 so
m

e 
d
eg

ree b
y
 racism

 an
d
 th

at h
is g

o
al is 

to bring the issue of "ethnocentrism
" 

o
u
t in

 th
e
 o

p
e
n
 a

n
d
 strip

 it o
f its 

"m
o
ral stig

m
a." 

N
ix

o
n
 an

d
 F

o
rd

 "d
id

 n
o
t face rac-

ism
 in their lives and tended to rule it 

o
u
t," Y

o
u
n
g
 said

.  "N
ix

o
n
 an

d
 F

o
rd

 

d
id

 n
o
t face it b

ecau
se th

ey
 w

ere, in
 

fact, racists." 

A
S

K
E

D
 W

H
E

T
H

E
R

 th
at ch

arg
e 

m
ig

h
t b

e to
o
 stro

n
g
, Y

o
u
n
g
 said

 th
e 

tw
o R

epublicans "w
ere racists not in  th

e ag
g
ressiv

e sen
se b

u
t in

 th
at th

ey
 

h
ad

 n
o
 u

n
d
erstan

d
in

g
 o

f th
e p

ro
b
-

lem
s of colored people anyw

here." 
T

he form
er civil rights w

orker said 
th

e "b
ig

 w
eak

n
ess" o

f th
e p

rev
io

u
s 

secretary
 o

f state, H
en

ry
 A

. K
issin

-
g
er, w

as h
is failu

re to
 u

n
d
erstan

d
 

th
a
t "ra

c
ism

 is o
n
e
 o

f th
e
 m

o
st 

p
o
w

e
rfu

l d
y
n
a
m

ic
s in

 th
e
 w

o
rld

 
to

d
ay

." 	
• 	

. 
S

peaking of K
issinger's experience 

a
s a

 Je
w

ish
 re

fu
g
e
e
 fro

m
 N

a
z
i 

G
erm

any, "Y
oung said: 	

th
in

k
 th

e 
h
o
rro

rs o
f ra

c
ism

 in
 K

issin
g
e
r's 

ch
ild

h
o
o
d
 w

ere so
 terrib

le th
at - in

 
order to function, he had to put it be-
hind hint. O

therw
ise, he w

ould have 
b
een

 so
 b

itter an
d
 filled

 w
ith

 h
ate 

th
at h

e n
ev

er co
u
ld

 h
av

e d
o
n
e an

y
-

th
in

g
." 

Y
o
u
n
g
 said

 it w
as tim

e to
 "let u

p
" 

o
n
 'criticism

 o
f th

e S
o
v
iet g

o
v
ern

-
m

ent's hum
an rights policies. 

"F
ran

k
ly

, I'v
e said

 alm
o
st n

o
th

in
g
 

ab
o
u
t S

o
v
iet d

issid
en

ts b
ecau

se I 

don't know
 

he said. 

"I d
o
n
't th

in
k
 th

e S
o
v
iet g

o
v
ern

-
M

e
n
t is, in

 fa
c
t, v

e
ry

 c
o
n
c
e
rn

e
d
 

ab
o
u
t Its d

issid
en

ts," said
 Y

o
u
n
g
. 

"O
f fa

r m
o
re

 im
p
o
rta

n
c
e
 a

re
 its 

satellite co
u
n
tries in

 E
astern

 E
u
-

ro
p
e. M

o
re th

an
 P

resid
en

t C
arter's 

statem
en

ts o
n
 h

u
m

an
 rig

h
ts, S

o
v
iet 

le
a
d
e
rs a

re
 w

o
rrie

d
 a

b
o
u
t su

c
h
 

th
in

g
s as in

creases in
 th

e b
u
d
g
ets o

f 
R

a
d
io

 F
re

e
 • E

u
ro

p
e
 •a

n
d
 R

a
d
io

 
L

iberty —
 w

hich they do interpret as 
re

a
l a

tta
c
k
s o

n
 th

e
ir sy

ste
m

 a
n
d
 

sphere of influence." 

Y
o
u
n
g
 said

 th
e letter o

f su
p
p
o
rt 

C
arter sent to S

oviet dissident A
ndrei 

S
akharov w

as "the kind of thing you 
can

 d
o
 o

n
ly

 o
n
ce, lik

e th
e (Israeli) 

raid
 o

n
 E

n
teb

b
e. Y

o
u
 d

o
n
't try

 •it 
ag

ain
. M

y
 feelin

g
, in

 su
m

 is th
at it's 

tim
e to let up on the S

oviet U
ninn in 

th
is resp

ect." 

T
h
e o

rd
ain

ed
 m

in
ister said

 h
e h

e 
liev

ed
 "th

at all m
en

 can
 b

e sav
ed

.' 
B

ut he added, "I didn't w
ant H

itler to 
b
e sav

ed
 an

d
 I d

o
n
't w

an
t (U

g
an

d
an

 
P

resid
en

t) Id
i A

m
in

 to
 b

e sav
ed

. I 
w

an
t h

im
 to

 d
isap

p
ear fro

m
 th

e face 
o
f th

e earth
. G

o
 h

o
m

e an
d
 claim

 h
is 

rew
ard

." 

In
 th

e P
lay

b
o
y
 in

terv
iew

, Y
o
u
n
g
 

refused to apologize for his open arm
 

controversial style of diplom
acy. 

"O
nce the X

erox copier developed, 
p
riv

ate d
ip

lo
m

acy
 d

ied
," h

e said
. 

'T
h
ere's n

o
 su

ch
 th

in
g
 as secrecy

. 
It's ju

st a q
u
estio

n
 o

f w
h
eth

er It's 
leaked or revealed openly. 

"K
issin

g
e
r trie

d
 to

 u
se

 th
e
 o

ld
' 

d
ip

lo
m

acy
. B

u
t it d

id
n
't w

o
rk

 fo
r 

h
im

, e
ith

e
r, so

 h
e
 trie

d
 se

le
c
tiv

e
 

leak
in

g
. ,In

stead
 o

f d
o
in

g
 th

at an
d
 

talk
in

g
 ab

o
u
t 'u

n
n
am

ed
 so

u
rces' I 

sim
p
ly

 say
 th

at I'm
 sp

eak
in

g
 o

n
 th

e 
r
e
c
o
r
d
 

th
at it h

elp
s an

y
th

in
g
."' 


