SOVIST USE OF ASSASIINATION AND LIDNAFFEIG
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Introduction

It has long been known that the Soviet state secerity scrvice
{currently the KGB}) resorts to abduciiza and murder to combat what
are considered to be actual or potentizl threzts to e Soviet regime,
s FJ > 3 1 - 3
These techniques, frequently designzied 23 “sxecziive action” and kmown

-

vithin the LGB as 'liguid affzirsm {Xzizyve J:-::!, ¢2n be and are employed

abroad as well as within the borders ol the ULZE, They hove been used
zgainst Soviet citizens, Soviel emigrzs and even foreizn mationals, A list
of those who have fallen victim to suchzction over the years would be a very

long cne and would include even the co-flounder of Ge Soviet siate, Leon

TROTSKY. Sfeveral well known Sovizt 2ssaszircEan eperations which have

|
v

occurred since the rise of KERUIHCZIV attest tc the Sact that the present

YR Ty

leadership of the UIIR still e
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for such incidexts, Soviet intelligence is frequently Mamedandis

undoubtedly credited with successes it actually has nol aciieved Cate

other hand, even in cases where the Soviet h;.nd is sovious, Lw«:m

often preduces only fragmentary information, due tothe EGE 2=5iy &

camouflage its trail, In addition, Scviet intelligence is doudBess Twnired -
in incidents that never become officially rccognized 23 ezecylive action,

such as asszscinations which 2re recorded as accidants, suicdsd, o

natural deaths,

All of the factors cited above have helped to ohscure Sovidt precices

~

in resard to assassinations and abductions cutside the USi2, L=zl
observaticas can be made, however, which will help to pet these sr=ciizes

into their pruper perspective. These observa ticns are st forim e

.

4 on information prodused by Ee Ewecioatic
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fellowing paragraphs and are basce
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of known or fuiis cviet sperztions which have scourred dhre Faxd

vnation curnplied by defzctors desing &fs z=xis
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Reducing and keeping to 2 minimum the potential threat to the regime
represented by these emigres is one of the furncHons of the state security
service. chief i}xtelii;geﬁée seeks to neutralize, discredit and destroy
anti-Soviet groups by luring emigres back to the US§R, by penctrating
emigre organizations, and by K dnapping or murdemg individual emigres
considered to be particelarly dangerxous.

Ezﬁigre leaders who participate in anti-Soviet #ctiw’.ti‘es have been
primary targets of Soviet abducton or assascsinatien operations. Such
o'-era.t.oms are sometimes de*im ed to dem ;;s&f#te féat‘ the Soviet regime
can strike its enemics anywhere in the world., The Sovie ets hope thereby

s

to create fear, unrest, confusion and dissensica within emigre orga anizzfions

S
and at the same tirme deter other emigres {rom joizning their zanks. The
planned assassination of NTS leader Georgly S. GKOLCVICH in Yebruary

- -

1954 represexnted a partcularly significant step toward achieving this goal,

Czjtain Nikeolay FZICUHLCOY,

On fhe other hand, ascaccinnticns of some emigre leaders kave becon

czrried cut so sidllfully as to leave the impression that the victims died

this were brovcht to light in 1501 when profescional ZIGE weriesin Togcen
STASHTNSKIY defected to the Vest aad revezled that he had successivlly
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performed two such missicns. In 1957 he killed Ukrainfan emigre writer
Yev REBET in Yunich with a peiiz.son vapor gun which I=ft the victm dzad

of an apparent heart attack, In 1559, the same typs of weapon was used o

Ulkrainian emigre leader Stepan BANDERA, although BANDERAls deafh

was never fully accepted 25 having been from natural causes. These
cases are discussed in more detail later in this paper,
Executive acHon is also triggered by any s:;ns of ?«.eSiE‘}e disloyally

on the part of Scoviet officials abroad. Thae Soviets have gone to grestlengihs

in the past to silence their n.teihgenc*’ officers who have defected, a3
evidenced by the assassination of former state rity officer Izmace
REISS in 1937 and the vnexplained “suicide™ of former E—*me. meilitary
intelligence officer Walter BRIVITSKY in 1941. In fhe post-war ers, thelir

a -determination to prevent such defections wan vividly demoanstrzted by the

unsuccessiul attempt to force the vwife of Viadimir FEIRQV to refurnte

the Soviet Undon from Austrnlis after his defection in 235781 1954, The

practice of phyzical restraint applies with egqunl fozce ta cther Jovie

Lood

| cificials vho attem.pt to cefect or are suspected of befog on the verge of
g deing so, Ixamples ‘were witnesscd in Caleuttz, Inddz in Jamuary 1338
and Iangoon, Dern:a in May 1959, The respective vicBos, flehwsenir
i
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¥, 2ELFNGCVSKIY and Mikhzil L. STRYGIN, were both portrayed by the
Soviets as mental cases, were taken into custody by mezns of streag-arm
tacﬁcs, and were forcibly removed to the USSR in a matter of days.

Foreign naticnals are sometimes vicms of Soviet executive action.
The targets who faﬁ into this category may be indigenocus agents who kave
become suspect or former citizens of Satellite countries who have turned
against the Soviet 1;egime. In the latter case, actions against such individuals
are usually carried out through the corresponding Zatellite intelligence
service, aided and abetted by goviet state security. The abductions of
Cr. Walter LINSE and Bohumil LAUSM AN exemplify this tyize of cr*;eratieﬁ.
I.OSSE ha-.é fled Tast Germany in 1947 and laler became a lcad;ar of the
"Society of Free Jurists, % an 3nti-{;30mmunist organization that the Soviets
considered particularly dangercus, Ile was kidnapped from VWest Eerlin
; : in July 1952 by agents of the Zast German security service, with the full
xnowledee and anproval of soviet stote security; he vwas later turred over

< PaRS
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to imprisonment in the USSR.Z LAUSKMAN, a prcmfzéni Czech anti-Communist

wh:o ha.d fled to the West in 1949, disappeared from ¥iers in 1953, It w23

later learned that he Ead been Kidnapped by agents of Czecs intelligence, with

the official sanction of Moscow. The soviet state seczrity rezidentura in
ienna 2lso had been directed to assist the opera:ina‘aymﬂzymu acr

for transpordng LAUSMAN to Prague and arranging for &= vehicle ts have

free passags tarough the Soviet Zone of Austria.

Foreign political leaders are also potential tarzets of Soviet executive
action operaticns and according to recent informatise, = KGH's execulive
action component includes such persons ameng its ergats. There ie, however,
no evidence proving that any Western leader has beez the wicHm of Soviet

executive action,

-

2, LINSE died in a Soviet prison camp 15 Decexierl
to a statement issved by the Soviet Ited Crocs on § Joz2 1369, a vizkal

admission of Coviat respunczibility for the kidnazping, Thecited dote of

his dezth is at variznce, however, with inferrnation o Ellow priszmers
of LINSE wvwho reported having seen him in 1054 and 1823,
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Organization

The executive action ccmponent of the Sovie;t govérnment is currently
designated the Thirteenth De partment of tne EGD intelligence directorate
(First Chief Directorate). The earliest known predecessor of the 'I"nirteez;t}i
Department was the so-called ""‘nectoraté of Cpecial Tasks" reportemy
established within the NKVD in December 1936 for terror purpnaes. Dering
World War II terror missions were performed by the NEGE ¥ ourth Directorate
which was responsible for partisan activily behind German nes, Inlate 1545
or eariy 1946 this directorate was repiaced by 2 unit of the M GE known as
< -

Spets Dyuro £1 which was organ zed to retzin Fourth Directorate personzel

to support and direct partican activities behind ensmy lines in the event of
a future war. In the summer of 1952, however, the long-range aspects of

Spets Byuro £1's mission were atandoned, and emphasis was shilted to

using all available zgents for sabsotage and other viclent activities, Spels
Byuro #1 was given a new, 2° nd at present still unlinown, decignztion smelme
in 1953 and assigned to carry out 'specizl action tasks,' such as saboiage,

s, With the crecticn of the ¥.CE in 15334, the
executive ;zction compenernt was redesignated as the Thirteenth Departmezt.

Zlthough the jurisdiction of the department i

w

;iobal, its mrain target areas

o3

Fat
are the Urnited States a2nd miembers of Vesetern treaty orgoninations, There
-7 =
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15 no evidence of the existence of any vxit within the Soviet military intelli-
gence component {the GRU) responsible for the tyze of executive acton
dis#ussed in tl;.is paper, although the GRU ieportzr!{y can unéeifake such
operations unéer certain cilrcumstances. |

.The Thirteenth Department is belheved to be &vided into secticns

{otﬁelenigg} or directions {o2pravleniye} by countzies or groups of couniries,
such as, for example, the United Siates {"tae princizel enemy’')s Englawl,
Létin ﬁmérica. ete, At Moscow headgmarters the desarhment hag approxi-
mately 50-60 experienced employees, 2ad wes last kmown to be headed by
General {{nu} RODIN, who u;xder the alias XORCVIE 2ad previously been the
KGB resident in Great Britain. Secrecy about the sork of té:is gepariment
1s maintained through the careful selectionznd trzizing-oi its personnel;

the pfficers do not discuss their experience amozg sthers; depariment

documents are not circulated,

In 2ddition to headguarters persomnel, the 13th Cepartment has its

own support officers in legal residencies in ¥esctera couniries znd in some
Satellite countries. OSuch support officers work unier the insiructions of

the legal resident and the 13th Department, COpe o the more active groups

)

&

is a unit in Tast Gern:any which nunvbers gernaps C
1560 there was a group in Chinn, but it proiziiy mo longer exists., Irior
to 1955 there was alsc a group in Austriaz. Ina coustry in which 2 support
- -
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officer of the 13th Departrﬁent {5 stationed, the legal resident and Bs
headquarters department for that country are aware of the targets of
the 13th Department in that country, although they are not aware of

illegal agents \ﬁhD are in direct contact with the 13th Department.

Although the rteenth Department is the KGB's executive 2:5=
component, the Emigre {I } Department directs all perations, cinding

assassination operztions, against Soviet emigres. The Ermigre Dezzriment's
assassination operations, however, are believed to be cornducted j=i=y

with the Thirteenth Department and sometimes sther XGB caﬁf-m

for exarnple, the counterintelligence directorate {Second Chief Dirstizrate).
The 13th Deparhment also supports the Disinformation {12th] Departe
sment of the First Chisf Directorate in the latter's covert proga Fazfz.
camgpaigns 2imed at the creztion of confusion and panic in Vesters tommiries.,
£n example is the campaign conducted, in 1359 and later, for the ;=7zose of

creating adverse world ooinicn toward Test Cermany. This camz=m

included sctting fire to synagogues and painting swastika signs in piie
vlaces and aitributing these acts to Vrest Germans, Cther operztzmsin

vhich both the Thirteenth Department and the Disinformation Dezzrizent
are invelved include aftempts to remove the threat to Soviel interesis posed
by certain members of Western governments, Coinclimes tids exis
arrancing for the dismisceal of such fc;sous from public cffice, =, &

theory at least, it could mean "elirninsting' them physicilly.
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Installations ' ’

~ The defector, KHOKHLOV, described tas laboratories associated \aith
the executive action department. One produced special weapons and exglosive
devices, whereas the other developed poisms 2ad drugs for "gpecial tasks, ™
The explosives lzborztory was located nes Ea&-.in#. outside Moscow, and
was responsible for the development ard prafuctiam of weapons, from
drawing up bluepzints to mélting an:l poerisg buliets, In no case wes assistaz
obizired from military ordnance or other cetside 2zendes,

The Iaboratory for poisons was stppssedly a Iarge and super-secreld
instollation. No 2gents were permibted acesss to it or even kmew of ifs
location, KEHOKH cgn.ld provzdn ns freilze=d information on it

Cther sources, however, have reported the exdsience of this ty'\e of laborator

dating back to the purges in the late 1335%. A report from cne source ia

the "Chamber! {Zlzmera'), T‘“IS laborztory eonducted experiments on
prisoners and persons subject to exccoution io test fie 2ffectivencss of
different powders, bLeverages an ers 2= varisus bypes of injections, 2s

its premiises, Altheough its existence tiiciily vas

3

generally cuspected or known by many stols s2cority fenctionaries that a

ih

: AR RS s o 2 Lo ..z
vnit of thie sort wos naintained, Trhelovis
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/ the "Kamera® in Cctober 1953, according to an announcement mads to
selected state security and Farty officials, attributing the estatlzhment
and operation of the laboratery solely to BERIYA and his cohorts. aether
or not this step ach,al}.y was ta.\en does not rule out the possiaﬂ.ﬁ‘y, however,
of the szn:e type of unit csntinuing to exist in some osther form.

Training for executive action ovperations was conducied atz Zasein
Moscow by a staff of insiructors who Spe;cialized in such subjects z¢ £e use
of small arms, jujitsu, cede, wireless, driving, surveillance, 228 shetograzh

Aldthouzh executive action op erptmns ocutside the USSR are piamned,

directed, and sometimes carried out by siate sectrity staff persamzmel, 2
mission may cleo be perforrﬁed by ene or more ageats recruited specifcally
for this purpose. HECGHKHLOV himself, for instance, was categsricziy
forbidden to assassinate OXNOLOVICH personally. Two CGermanazests,

Hane KUKCWITSCH 2nd Kurt WEBER, were to C\erY out the deed vofer
FHOKRIILOV s =su scrvision.. This reflected Scvict the *ory tnet indicentns
personnal would have botter acceos to the torxy

of cvoiding dircet Zovict sttribotion,

Ever thouzh come sources have rrade stater.ents to the coclzery, it
spoeed fa stalf enployess Jile STAZCEIT)

~ip perfsrm enccutive action for the




el

—_—
™

BECRET -

/

miszeion of this nature. FFIOKHLOV spoks of special executive action

vnits kaswn as 'boyevaya grucpa’ {literaily, combat groups) whick

consisted of indigenous agents and/or Soviet illepal staff officers situated
outside the borders of the USSR on the territory of hostile governments or in
ciose proxiniity thereto. Such grcups were aﬁned a.nd. prepared to perform
executive actions when required to do 8o, either in Hme of psace or war,

A zroup of this type under the dirscHen of the executive action depariment
bace at Karlshorst ostensibly was involved in the kidnapping of Dr, &lexande
TRUSHNOVICH, 2n MNTS lsader in Vest Berlin, invApI‘ﬂ 1954, E‘EKOEHLOQ
believed the abductors to have been recruited and or*anued by the East

>~

German cecurity gervice at the reguest of the KGR chief at Harlshorst,

e zame type of sroup was oentionsd in conpection with the abduction of

Dr. LIKSE; the actual abéuction was reportedly performed by four German

members of a “boyevayas vruppa® from EZzst Gerinan., It is probable that

such teame are & modern variclion of the “mobile groups™ deseribed by a

pre=war cource as units dispniched from Koscow to fored

5 Tr -~ 2. 3. TR o wE RN b ey~ L 3
to the USEER, 235 in the case of DIELLS and poseibly 1

r
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Technigues .

Many known or suspected executive action cazes in e post-mar
period bave involved the uce of poison rather than gons or exjizzives,
It is conceivable that the Soviets tend to favor poisms because :;mﬁﬂ;
can be accc«*’*hshed more surrestiticusly in this raorer 3ol iz some
instances without leaving easily recognizable traces of foul JIzy, Drezs
are also used to incapacitate a pe*." on temporarily for 2iductiom parposes,
as reportedly happened in the TEUSHNOVICH c2se aof iz £= Hi=zzing of
another NTS member, Valeri F," TREMMEL, frse lixz, Zzsira in June
1954, There are, however, many unknown, 1 XCC‘_I:M Sctorg in the us

of poisens and drugs which limit and cften preclude thefr smze, Frokably

=

the most important is the narrow span belween 2 dose Bat <53 zese disability

%]

and one that will cause death., Dosages vary {rem me ividel teancther
depending upon the persoa's weight, stzte of health, 2o fe w2y e peison

P

enters the body. The type used clLviously is deterriined by fe resulf desired,

It is no nwroblem fo cause de ith, but olten difficelt o exmtef doszqe sncce

fvlly when the objective ig to incapacitate an Individez? ooty temzorerily,
There appecrs to be no consistency in the vse of polzoms by Suviet

intelligence to cauce cisakbility or rl‘:-.s th, or in e repsEisre s ol any
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to be Soviet instigated ixizclude arsenic, potassium c¢yanide, scopolamine,
and thallivm, OCther ljjkely éubstances are atropine, E?arhiturates. chlo-
ral hydrate, paraldeshyde and ¥%arfarin, Combinations of two or more
substances may also be used, which further cev.:nplicates diagnosis gnd
tracing. ‘
| -OQe well publicized poisoning case involved the defector Nikolay
KHOKHLOV. KHOKHLCOY suffered a sudden and severe illness while
at.tending an ant-Communist meeting in Frankfuri, Germany in September
i957. A positive diagnosis was precluded by the initizl treatment given
him at 2 German hospital, but there was evidence of his having teen
prisoned by a thallivm éérivative of arsenic and/or other chemical agents,
and a strong possibility that the poison had been administered at RE
instizotion, XHIOIHLOCV himself believed, and allegedly had supportng
mediczl opinion, that he had been poisoned by radio-activated thallivm,
He believed that the poison was of Russain origin because it was such a
complicsted sublstance that it was difficetl to analyze and had been carefully

preparcd to leave virtually no trace. A unique mechanism for administering

poison was Geacribed by 2 knowledgeable source as a pneumatically operated

poison ice Matomizer' which leaves no wound or vther evidence of the cause

miques uced in the puicoidng of RESET and

e ey e e o
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Specific Cases - /

L. STASHINSKIY

In November 1961 a Soviet intclligence cificer, Bogdan ST ~-_Bx5‘~’.IY.
Burrendered to the West German police, stating that he bad, acting nmier
official orders, assascinated two individuals during the previous few
years: Lev REBET, a Ukrairnizn emigre writer; and Step I DERA, a
%gader of the Ukrainian Kationalist movement, In both cases, 2 similar
type of weapeon hzd been used: a gur which Sred veporized peisca wiich
killed 2lmost instently npon being inhaled. The proyez’:xes of the killing
agent were such that, until the defection of the assassin, both victims
were officially believed to have died from heart attacks. In the case of

»

ANDERA, however, there was some unconiirmed suspicion of potassium

cyanide polsoning z2ithough there was insufficient evidence toprove it.

The ¥ezpon

The weapon used to 2ssassinate REBET was a lijhi-weight aluminum
cylinder, 15-18 cm. long 2nd spprodimately 3 em. in dizmeter, and

seighing about 200 grams. The cylinder was divided into three sepzrate

g plzstic-type ancpule contoiner under low pressvre. {4t norircl temperatercs

he poisch would evoperate, dloappearing without trace in zkout tve minvies.)
The three components could be assembled by n:cans of 2 thread vhich zllowed
- 15 -
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one part to screw into the cther. The ﬁx;st com?onent was the poison
ampule porticn, the front end of which had e fine r:;et;tllic screen. The
poison ampule fitted solidly against the walls of the mectal cylinder. The
céﬁter cnméoncnt contzined a piston and 2 piston arm which extended into
the third or activating component. The latter contained 2 spring-mounted
activating arm which, when drawn back, armed the weapon, A releasing
arm vwas appexnded to the third component at an angle and was attached to
the actvating arm by nieans of a releasing catch. A small szfci:y arm
permitted the weapon to be placed in the safety position. The third componcn
2lsc contained a few grams of powder.

The maxiraum effective range of the weapon was about onc-half
meter; at onc and one-half meters the effect of the vapor; would be
questionzble; and at two znd onc-hzlf reters, the vapors would be tolally
ineffective. {The assasain was inctructed to fire the weapon cnly inches

from the fzace.}

12]

follows: The actvaling arm we

0
ol
oo
bt
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% ‘ The weapon v.as activated e

wock end the safety released, The weapon wis then activated. It wes

held in the palm of the hand in such & fashion that it fired when the user
presscd the releasing arm tovards the aclivating arm. The releasing
g arm, when preescd, acted vpon the releaneing cotch, permitiing the springehel

TN g s
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activating arm to fly forward agaxinst the smaﬂicharge of powder. The
exploding ;,m«der {which mzade a noise approxt matm, the gound of 2 loud
handclag with me hands cupped) drove the piston arm Hrward, causing the
piston to strike against the polson arﬁpule. Thea poiscs was thus driven out
through the fine screen in the form of a liguid sgfay.'

The weapon used for the second assassinatioa w=s similar, except

that it was double-barrelled. Kach barrel conteined 2 charge of poison
\\’:’k-.( .

x "; 3 -
similar to that contzined in the single-barrelled wezpm; however, the
two barrels could be discharged separately or togzther asa vnit. Thus,

in the event the first charge did not kill the victim, 2 second aitempt could

be made. The two barrcls were welded together 2=2 e weapon had two
releasing arms, tvwo releasing catches, two safetiss, two activating arms.
The eifect of the poison was the same.

T, 3 e o £ ere] S o . T
shigt dircctly into the iace of tny victirm, iz zxder to introduce

v
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the vapors rost guickly into the respizrtory syctem. Jince e vanors
rise upwards very rapidly, the peison is still effzc= e vien zimed zt the

chest; cocaceivably, this would be sufficient tine toc 2liow the victim Hime

to screom.
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Effects of the Poison

The effect of the pcisonous vapors is such that the arteries which
feed blood to the brain become paralyzed almost irﬁmec’»iat;cly. Absexnce
of blood in the brain precipitates a normal paralyszis of the braincra
; heart attack, 2s 2 result of which the victim dies, The victim is

clinically dead within oae and one-half minutes after inhaling these

poiscnous vapors. After about five minutes the effect of the poison
wears off entirely, peritting the arteries to return to their normal
i condition, leaving no trace of the killing agent which precipitated the
paratysis or the heart atta;k.

Allegedly, no foreign matter can be discovercd In the body or e

the clothes of the victim, no matter how thorough 2n autepsy or exaxinztion.
i The liguid spray can be seen 23 it leaves the nose of the weapon, however,
x and droplets czn 2lso be seen on the face of the victim,

STADHINILIY claimed that, before using the weapon on his first victim

T

. ile fired the gun directly into the dog's {ace, holdin

! his hand approximately one and one-half fect from its ncse. £hxost

immediately after the liquid spray had hit its face the dog roiled cver,

| without making any sound whalever. It continved to writhe {or olmost three

minutes, however.

much sooner, czucing
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Safety Precautions for the User

STASHINSXIY Wé.s told that neither the poisonous liqx.{id nor the fatal
fumes affected any portion of the body other than the respiratory system,
ang that, since it could not enter the body through the skin or the pores,
one could safely place his hands into 2 pail of the poison. Inasmuch a8
the.x;'veapon wase held at arm’s lengt‘.& when fired and the liquid spray ejected
forward in a coniczl pattern, the user, under normal conditicns, is safe
from the effects of the polsonous vapors. Nevertheless, as an exira
precaution, STASHINSKIY was provided with counteractive 2gents to
use if he so desired.

Concealment ¥ ethods

_ For tracsportation, the weapron was transported hermetically

)

2 @
1

sealed in a conteiner, znd inserted between sausages in a can which

wasg itself hermetically sealed. It was sug:ested to STASHINSKIY that
4 g

he should carry the weapon to the site of the planned assassination

wrapped in 2 gkt newspaper, in vhich he had torn 2 cmall hole to

enable him to reach the gxfely quickdy jest before veing the weapon.,

Method of Attack

—

In the first assignment, STACSHINUFIY ohserved REBET debarking

from 2 strectear at atset 6930 hours. Cheerving thnt the victin: wag hezding

for his office, the assz2ssin preceded him into the building and climbed the

e
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circular stzircase to the first flooz, On hearing REBET's foctsizps on :’
the staircase, STASHEISKIY turned znd started walking down, keeping to the
left, 2and carr}qnv the weapon, wrapped in newspaper, in his right hand, The
two met abont halfway between the two floors, Firing direcily into REBET'Ss
face from a distance of approximately one~half mc;er‘, STASHINSKIY continued
walldng downstairs without even breaking his pace, The vicim lurcked
silenfly forward and fell on the st;ir case. Vhile still in the building,
STASHINSYIY shook ff-the liguid drops from the weapon and putitin the

breast pocket of his suit. {A laboratory examination of the suit Iater revealed

nothing of significance.) Although he hod ne reasen to believe thathe had ine
haled the polsonous fumes, he used the counteractive measurss rrovided,

He Iater disposced of the muurder weapon in a shallow canal in the city.
b b2
In carrving out his sccond mission, STASHINSKIY uscd 2 similar
?
appreach, IHaving previsucly abandoned an attempt to corner DANDEIRA
e, the assassin sained entry into the victim's apariment
house by reproducing a key which he had observed bein

duor lock. On the day of the assassinztion, havin

into his driveway, STASHINGIIY let himself into the apartment building
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key from the lock, STASBINSKIY moved away from the elevator, where

/
ke had been stznding, toward the front door. The weapon was in his hand

with the safety released. As he walked past the victim, who was still
e lock, the assassin took the door

trylng to extracate the key from
h;mdle with his left hand, as if to assist BAI\DLRA, asking him "Doesn't

y tais Hme, BANDERA had succeeded in pulling the key out

it work? ™
he instant he replied “*Yes, it works," STASHINSKIY

of the leck., Almost at t
nte CL:.RK

fired both barrels simuliznen ’sly into his face at 2Imost pois
the asszssin

Seeing the victim lurch backwards and to the side,
.%1{1’:{.‘!}3}1

range,
walked out of the apartment building and closzed the front door.
HITG f\IY is ce

ANDERA drop to the ground, STAS

riain

he did not wzit to see B
that, contrary to press reports, the man did not scream or otherwise call

(1Y iater threw the muerder weapon into the same canal

for help, STASFINEXR
&
in which he had discarded the first weapon,
ERA had been attacked physically

Although the press reported that TANDE

\ vy ra
falnl

before he was poisc

since it had not been necescary to do sp, Some nevespa
cyanide poisoning., ST

had died of potassiuvm

that EANDIRA b
that he w told, and believes, that the chemical was not g
G not have been intreduced into the body

since (1) ha
by the methed ennployed, and (2} he believes th
- 2}. -
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deceive him on this matter, especizlly since hell;ad to be provided with
counteractive precautions., STASHINSKIY clain;:ed faat one of his Soviet
contacts was pleased to learn that the police suspected potassivm cyanide,
gince this allegedly indicated that the trt;e cause of the victim's death
was not evident.

. RADIOC FREE EUROFE

The New York Times reported on an attempt to poleoa the staff

of RFE on November 21, 1559, by placing atropine in the salt shakers

of the cafeteria used by RTE personnel. Atropine isa derivative irom the
deadly nig’xtshade plant; it can cause parely sis oT deah if tskenin snifzcient
guantity. The amount of peison in each salt shaker was s2id o Be 2.35% by
i weight of the contents, White crystalline alkaléi& is indistinguishable from
’ © salt, {Uaclassified, from NYT, 17 December 1959.)

In, STIIN

In Rarch 1955, Iisa STEIN, 2n interviever with RIAS, the American

propaganda radio station in Vest Germeony (MRadio in American Seetor ’), was
fed candy contzining the highly dangerous polsca scgpelamine, {scopolamine
is veed in the so-called Ytwilight sleep.™ Given in small doses it induces a
kind of evphoriz; in Jarger doses it is supposed to Le 2 deadly pelgon.

It wos intended that Frauw STEIN would become i1l 2=d woedd te 2hducted. The

plan was that the agent - someone whom Frau STf Il trusted and with whom

- 22 =
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she was meelting in a West Berlin cafe - would offer the polsored candy
toward the end of the}meeting. The lady was expected to become ill while
walking {rom t}.é cafe to her nearSy residence. On becoming unconscious,
she was to be pi;ked up by a waiting car which would appear to be passing
Ly chance. The plot was not carried fo Iruition. however, because Frau
STEIN did not become i1l until she was near her apartment, at which point
neighbors came to her aid and she was moved to a2 hospitel, Fhe was
geverly i1l for 48 hours, 2 after which an antidete was found. {Unclassified,
from the testimony of Theodor HANS, formerly with US dMilitary Intelligence,
Gerrzny, Septermber 21, 1960, Leforea Congressional investigating committee.
iv. CTEER
Ancther weapon used is described a5 a nolseless gas pistol, powered
by 2 300 volt battery, which fires z lcthal, odorless unidentified gas, The
gas acts in two or three seconds, and is elfective up to 15 or 20 meters.
'I'he pistol has three buttens: one for arning, one for firing, and the third
for rechzr, ins the iottery. (4fter 58 firings the battery may be recharged
by plugring 2 transfiormer into normal hovse power sourca.) The pictclis
serrmally fired 22 Himes, very rapidly and avtorzatically -- "Bzazad, " Although

one sguirt covld kill, Z{ squirts are emitted in order to saturate the arez

~&p
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since the gun is fired at 2 '»ilhcmette, rather than at a point.) Ths gas shot by

the pistal would genetraté the vicHm's clothing 2nd enter the sldn, There

is allegedly no danger to the user,

Trends
Since World War I, and esfecza.lly in the years since Stzlin's death,
assassination aitempts abroad have become increasingly rare. Currently

i now apparently

the emphasis in the executive action field is placed on sabotage and sabefage
The Soviet

planning rather than {erroris 2
se of persons considered especizlly dangercus

resort to murder coxly in the <2
reason or 2ncther, cannct be kidnapped, A

to the regime and whe, for one
uch as the Soviets may

person is obviouely more valuakle inasm
of interest, as well as use him for

1 to the Soviet zide of

kidoapped
ct from bhim infcrmatcon

<ty

it appear that he defected
=z pf Dr. TR

be 2ble to ex
oseg by making

~——

Prﬁ":‘.{_ \.La E’h"
is own frec will, This cocurce was followed in the caas
it increasin ly difficult to find persons

willing to wnderiake mmurder assig
ef abluction cp:r,.ti:ins. It can further be conjectured Biot the Soviets are
now m;ore concerned about tha adverse pullicify genarzted by Scovict assascina-
tions in gencral than they were in previeus years,
-2l -
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In this connection, comments made by state security defectors Fetr -
DERYABIN and Yury RASTVORGV in 1954 about what the Soviets would or
would not do are still of interest. Both believed that the Soviets would
murder one of their officials on the verge of defecting if that were the only
way of preventing the act. The same would apply to a Souet cfﬁcial vho had
just defected if thereby state secrets could be preserved and if they believed
that Klling him would not bring about a more adverse situation in terms of
politics and propaganda than 2lready existed. DERYAEIN 2nd RASTVORCYV
doubted, however, that the Savieté wouid murder an cfficial who had been in
nea-Communist hands long enough to have been exploited for intellizence and
propaganda purposes, While both granted that in particnlar cazes the Soviets
might go to any extreme, they both telieved, generally speaking, that the
adverse propaganda resulting from such 2n act would negate its eriginal purpes:
Cn the other hand, XHOXHLOV, who might have becn in a better position to
know, has stated without qualification thst the Soviets would continue to
ezssassinate delectors in the future., The thirest of Soviet executive 2ction
against deicctors is 2iso considered a real one by Delng HAVAANEIN, who
cefected from the ¥GB in 1957, A stll more recent Soviet int2lli
alsc believes that standard Soviet practce is to wmount a kddnapping or
assassination operation "throupgh &11 intellizence oppertunities' ¢

cefectors from the Soviet intellivence services,
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DERYARIN and R L&’IVO (OV further agreed that the Seviels, without

hesitation, would forcibly retura to the USSR someone on the verge of
defecting at 2 n.ission abroad. This was borne out by the aforementioned
STRYGIN and ZELENCOVSKIY cases, DERYABIN and RASTVORCY zlso
believed that the samé,pclicy‘would apply to a Soviet cﬁicial who had just
dafected, or cne who had been in nézi-Ge m-'umat hands long enouch to have
been exploited for Inlclligence cs"'ld prm*awzmia purposes, if the capabiiity

existed for returning him physically to the USSR,

lastly, DERY/ ’:&x' believed that the assassination of an Allied official

%
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zhly unlikely and proba‘sly unprofifable, e 2lzo doubled that

(g

wenld be h
the Sovicts would -,.tthl)t to kiéﬁag any U.5. cificials unless they were
mowled ea;.le. Such an incident wonld not be worth the trouble

for zn average cfficizl, but aa important person conceivally would have

sufficlient informmation to mal:o it worthwhile,
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