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The end of 1948 wife ¢
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bought 14 overgrown acres 2%

Hysttstown, Md., the town in which s was reised, %o build 2 home end a
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chicken farm. I am one of tre few of the many Amaricen soldiers of

who made this dresm come trus.

grown that it was not even possible o use 2 sgpine. it wss 2 difficuls thing
in which I sxulbsd..

%s had just begun the comsiruction of our homs whsn Iy Wiis I

surgery, delsying our stari somewhat. When we gob the house under roo? we movsd
into the besement (which is half out of the ground exd hes Windows as much as

9]
o

x feet wide) intending to complete it @s we could afford o when our tusiness

[

grew, Mesnwaile, wherever I could buy 2n inexpensive buildizng parieble enrough 4o

ve brought to our lsnd I 4id so, ollseting a totel of Zive. %e began raising
chickens end s few m= catile emé goets. I had never rzised any animals other

thzan one cat and ons dog pricr to moving to the country. 1 learned about chickens

by study, observetion =md experimentation, snd by 1954 or 1835 our customers

some of whom came from distant countries we acclaiming our chicken ss the best in the
world,

At sbout this time I msde what I believe was a2 Dbasic new nubritional ™™
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discovsry snd bezsn working on t in & systema tic manpner. FTrom it 1 learrad how
Lo -
&
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n
to meke chickens grow faster then snyone else had done, ZWzXID yield more mest
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Jiwve
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pound, taste better, snd even how to finish them 2t lower cost. In

¢

1957 the Chas. Pfizer became interested in our work, after they had asked us to make
person2l s-pearances at & Science Comes to the Ferm Exposition &t the faldorf-istor=-

is Hotal in New York, where our chickens, on displs atsracted more attentioc
2 2 )~ 3

ok
s
A
W
=]
o

of t1e other products,.

- Graduslly, as we could, we buili{ up our plent. The edvent of the
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nelicopters made it impossible for us %o complets projected expansion. Hzvizz

w;

We built é small tensnt house, three brooder hcuses, 8 two-storsy hen house
with & caspseity of up to 17C0 kemns, and a barn aboui 140 fes%t long before we -
had to suspend expansion. The pgrn is used exclusively for pouliry.

“eenwhile, in 1956 my wife beceme the Nationsl
Chamption, =nd in the same year we won first and tnird prizes in the only
pationsl dressed-pouliry consdest ever held.In 1959 I beceams the Nz
Zarbecue King. %s heve slso Won other honors snd recognitions. I em 2pd have
been consulted b§ a number of forsign governments, several depariments and
sgencies of our bwn, snd heve been sought out by other poultry people from
distant states. I am used by the University of Marylend as their waterfowl
expert and they hsve also referred other inquiries to me. I heve written for
thg poultry press, even having my picture on the cover of one of the largest
ones with National circulation. In rescent years my OWn owrk n_behsvicr has atiracht-
ed much attention, including from several drug houses whose ressarch I have
assisted.

At just sbout the time we had established a reputation for gquality

o

igher then sny ons else in the business and were building up our plant, the

}.J

militery helicopters suddenly found our rather remote location { 30 miles north
of the District at the very edge of onigomery Counsy) =nd begen flying ovar us™

2s though there were zimed at a tzrget. Turing Civil Defense Day 1955, when thers

Hh
)_h
2]
w
<t
i
D
(¢
"
]
«]
8]
©
jo
(6]
ot
Hn
(@]
&}
(@]
LY
:»;:i
0
w,
"l
|,.J-
i
(V]
<t
(8]
]
-
ot
i
E
2]
o
()
H
[\7
[eh
13
(8]
furs
[0}
o
O
b
cf
(&)
[0)
w
[
o
0]
jd
'T'

was the

Squars in Washington when the exercise comnenced and could not of my oﬁn knowledge
testify that the helicopters had flown over, although I Xmew it from sn old man
who had tended our chickens in my sbsence.

Civil Defense Day in Washington in 1857 was st least as bed, end I was

home. Hundreds of helicopters of varicus types went over, terrifying our flocks.
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I phoned everyone I could think of to get them routed elsswhers, police zgencies,
Civil Usfense suthorities, even Civil Yefemss Headgusrtesrs in Leurel. Finally at their

suggestion I wrote the Secretsry of Defense, in wnose O
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ard stayed lost until several monthsnlater when

long relationship We have hzd with the gov rmment on this problem since. Finslly,

all :
efter slmost the demage was no longer visible, 2n investigetinz crew consisiing

(o

of two colonsls and a3 doctor from Seltsville came up, at my insistence. ~t later

turned out the Army "lost® all copies of the rzporit. iy repsasted protesis as the

o

overflizhis became more numsrous end continued dsmasging accomplished nothing and

09

we Ffinally filsd suit.

b
5

The day after the visit of the colonels one of them, Colonel Nicholss,
|
informétion officer of the Military District of'ﬁasnizgton, pocned znd gave ms
the neme snd sddrsss of the claims officer, a lr. 3tarnes, in one of tre temporary
buildings at Gravelley “cint. After discussing the mastter =zith me, he told me the
damzge done us was grester than could be settled out of court snd edvised me to
consult a lawyer, 1 later learned he was lncorrect.
The goverrment kept delsying the trisl, and our lawyers Xept not learning
the facts, prspesred no evidence, intsrviewed no wiinesses, and didn't even csall
some of those Whose testimeony could have beesn vsluable wno @ppesrance I had errapged
for. I tried in every way I could think of e
\
facts snd the raising of chickens, without success. One of the lswyers, the ome

in whos= nams the case was filed, I hsd considered & p=rsonzl Iriend.
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The nst result was thst the judge didn't belisve me, or said he didn't
( end I dont bleme him), but he nomethaless found in our favor end established 8

5,

2w precident. Tpe suit was for trespsss. Nonetheles
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didn t have for the trisl was evailable, most of it in =y possassion snd the
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I ssw our lewyer regulsrly, trying to get something done, to no avsil,

slthoucn he did promise to. The helicopters became mors Ireguent visitors end ths

o o

lawyers let the statute of limitations run oz soIs of the damaze, even though it had

been agresd there would be further suits, and I hsd been trecluded from any reference

to what might be included in future suits.

| . 5 5 <ol "
¥hen the lawyers did me no good, and after a very bad fright, I got in
|

touch with the “efeng Department myself, with slightly better results, results

good enough for

have

crestures. When frightened they panic, tending to pilse

to be clear that if our lawyers kad dons =0 there would never

been the nerd for a suit.

Perhaps ought to explain that chickens, gsnerally, 2re defenseless

[

(]

n each cther in corners,

>

etcs, Or to go into the air, innuring themselves es they fly into .things or each

other as they alight. It a:

©ars that the helicopier is especizlly frightening

i ]

because it sugsests the hewk to the chicken., Under thsse circumstances, the producs

tion of both egzzs =nd meat becemss more costly, more difficuls, more disagreeable,

and verying numbers of chickens sre killed, injured, or re

‘];

ndared useless.

The genral ocounsel of the Dsfense Depariment, then Cyrus Vance, instruc-

ted a staff attorney, “elter lMorse, to look out for my wife 2nd me, which he has

sinece then tried to do. Ee has, in effect, been our attorney agsinst the Army.

i
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offic

were

ence

-y

Morse arrenged @ conference at ths Pentagon a2t waich oper rational and legal

ers of all the services were presenb. A1l of them, plus the ¥hite Bouse,

involved in the Flights. One of our lawyers declined %o attend this confer-

t

with me on the ground it might compromise him, so I #enit zlone and had no

difficulty meking en srrangement to halt the running of the statute of limitstions.

They

they

agresd to pay me for specific dameges 1o specific flocks, I thought they agreed

hed made our operation of = poultry farm impossible =and were coins to settle
by j=)

for that under Causby, snd I sgrsed to leave to a Suturs determination whether or

—

not =znd %o what exbtent my wife snd I had been damegs sd personslly. We both beliesve
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we heve been, and seriously. They didn t have enough clzims forms ai the meeting

for me, gave me whst they hed and promised %o send more, woich they never did. It
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was quite some time lster when, after msn
enough to ksep copies of the clsims I filed., rrior to tkk mee

promised th8t we would get together and decide on how the claims should be worked

out-a2 basis, that is, not him or nsyons else in the establishment actu=lly filling

]
D

yore =dmitted, it could be

(

out the clsim or anything like that - beczuse &8s ev=
uite complicated. No orna ever did. Some time later, 23 Xr, Horse's sugsestion, I

tried the more normal pr ocedur_, of complaining to the closest military estshlish-

b

ment, Fort Detrick, in Frederick, Md., about 2 dozez miles ewzy.
At the meeting, I had besn given the nsmes of the proper officers of
the various ssrvices, who I wes to csll if I s2w any helicopters. They asdmitted
? &

of mowing where I was. I told
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they had t7eir maps marked wrong ! They he
J
them often eﬂough Thev had a committee 2t our plece. The meps were marked snd

introduced into evidence at the trsil, and they evwen buzzed us 0 tzke picitures Dor
4 B~

»

the triszl. Then I accused them of this 2t the meeting, no one denied itl In the ne

and I in fsct reported just about 311 of them by phone Fedresdays when I was in

never had been sny need, for even flying neer us, &t that
were putting in effect a regulstion requiring thet the nelicopters avoid us by
five miles. After the committee hsd bean up, & rsgulstion was put into effec
reguiring elevations of 1500 feet. Both regulations were regularly and consistently
ignored, &s the avistion officer of the Militery District of fashinglon later told

me on his decision! I slso reported this to the Department. And nothing seemed
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chickens usuz2lly three different flocks each ysar, and 233ch flock kept for sn
3 =

.
rag

average of close %0 two yeers) not ruined by the helicopters. Finally ths assis-

ssistant for svistion affairs, & Colonel

b
w

tant secretary o; the Army sent up h
low { recently re ;tlred end now in the Washington office of Horth imerican), who first
called and told ﬁs he had investigeted snd learned we had been sbused, thz he was &
determined to stop it. I told him that when he c2m8 I could have 21} soris of
witnesses, etc for him, end he replied thst he had tslked to enough piloits to know

I was telling the truth, that it wesn't necessary for him to speek to them. Bub

when he got here:there narpened to be two men, both of whom nad worxed for us and
had witnesses both the overflights and their effects on the chickens, I introduced
Colonel Low to them, snd he repeasied that it wasn't necessary to talk to them, that
the facts wers all to clesr. I took him around the place briefly, showed him soms

of the demaged squipment snd pouliry, znd be left in naste because he was overdue

3

jn Washington. Colonel Low got impetinet with some of the Deapriment's lawyers,

4

3+

because he did want %o get our troubles st:opped.

fe=)

=P

hed & rew regulation put inte

ffect prohibiting flights lower then 4000 feet znd regulr ring thst oub property

be avoided by 3 miles. L% helped considersbly. But it Was also regulerly iZnored,
Including by ¥hite Houss Helicopters.
We even got a call from the “hite House et about this time, asking it

there were certein libertiess they might t2ke with this regulsiion without huriing
us or causing my complaint, and 1 @eadily egrzed %0 their desires, which had to do

President snd which, if adhered tc would nob hsve hurt us.
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and I finslly hed to lay trsps befors reporting them in #ni-h I enticipated the lies
they would tell.

B.sides heiicopters, sonic booms sre something chicXens cannot taks. e
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year we have had about three dczen that I e %ells me they

ere prohibited in this area, snd a fine ofricer in the 2 ¢ etary's office, gssigned
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to sonic boom problems, has trisd herd to stop them. He hasn't been &
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T
ident the source of a single ons! He hasn t been sdle to follow 2 single ore

s

by rader { he set up a combired militery end radar net to follow them) even though

.

he believed if I could report them -ithin t®o minutes, it would ve possible. This
is not as unusual as it seems, becsuse elsewkere in tke écuztry there hsve teen
such numerous protests sbout sonic booms that the curteilmsnt forced in training
flgghts, in the opinion of some air force people, is dengerous. And nome of thesw
hsve been identified.

This officer is Major George Freemsn and my wife end I believe thet he,

iir, Morse and Colonsl Low heve really tried %o help us,
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me.the next day, es he had promised, I got e phone call from s Captain Van Voris,

JAG, Ft. Leade. He seemed familisr with the case, sasid the fils was 2t Fort

olabird, Baliimore, =nd wes toc valuminous for mesiling, and es soon as he got it

4
4

he'd be in touch with me. He knew, he said, whet helicopters would do to chickens

ne necessary to prove a2nything like that, ssked me if I'd settle under eminent
domsin (I replied thet if it was like Causby that's exactly whet I hed asked),
-y

I have 8 contemporary memorandum of this conversation, @s I hsve on most of the

. s . )
others. e didn %t come until July 1963, efter many more vi
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me to the Defense Department. Be called first but came witrtout warning.,3snd I took

him around, showing him damaged chickens and egquirment, eic. e sgreed on much of the

5

contents of the claims P r specific damage o specific flocks but he seemed uncertsin

«Q

whether the Army would sccept my experts, the head of the EBoultry Department of the
University of Marylend end the zoslogist on his stzff whe is 2lso in charge of sll
the chickens the Bnive sity raises. I was to hear from Captien VEn‘Voris on this and
seversl other points, but I never did, I have in his hendwriting some of the things

he sgreed to pay us for. s 2lso brough a good supply of clzims forms with him



submission of proof. I woste and phoned him without snswer, =nd about August 3
got sn amazing communicetion frpm Colonel Paal Lsshy, chie? of the Arzy Clasims
service at Ft. Holabird, in which thers was not & sinzleaccurate statement of law
or fact. In it he rejected everything, acted on incompleted clsims 2nd mBny other
things. On the occcasuon of Captein Van Voris® ¥isis L had tskxen him %o 2 file drawer
containing veluminous meterizl related tc the damages and told h#3m he could have
what he wanted. He asked to take some semples of the sffidevits with him snd I
sssented. ¥hen I pointed out other things he said they weren't a1 thet time necessary
He slso went over 2nd sprroved the calculsiiocns L ned mmde at thaet time,

ATthowzn I got Colonel Leshy's letter on Saturdsy, 7e were so distressed-
sick-that I called Mr. Morse at his home and he immedistzly bezsn what has been

since then an effort to get Colonel Leshy back on the itrack. 7e sre no¥ close fo
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that point, but 2 long serious of rsther unusual 1
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snd me. —e now appsrently acknowledges the a:

L]

ol
Act, the overflights and the dameges they ceaused, but not “hes exact em mount, which I
am to cocmpute.

¥hen Captien Ven Voris was here he told m the various ssrvices, follow-
A

ing our conference at the Defense Department { I believe the Cdate w=s Lisy 2, 1962,

g
I heve ememo on it, a2s does Ir. Morse), met and zgreed wnt the Army would settls

a By

wi%th us end then pro rate smong themselves. is the Capbsin put it, "If they then
B = 2 ? J
camnot azree, it all comes out of the samepocket anyway.” iir. lforse has conflrmed
=3 ?

this sgreement.

There sre many other detzils that to me azre just a2s incredibdle. it dones't
seem as though this could have hzppened, but it did, =nd - believe, without xnowing
w7net constitutes legal proff, thet I hsve it 211 nsiled down. I have still and moticn

pictures, egg production =nd hatching records, af?idsvits on various zspects, and the

promise of technical experts of unessailabidiXy almost unssuslled, status in the field
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T sm not much concerned about the specific demage to svecific flocks
pzrt of the situetion, once we have gottern 2n agreement from Colonel Leahy -

epprozimating that we made st the Pentagon slmost t70 years 2g0. But I am

concerned about the settlement for the property sad the business end more sbout the

demasge done t0 us persomally. I hsve been most seriously corne:=r

ned about the

effect of such tensions on my wife, who smeng other itroubles suffers, ss the
E 85 s

= .
“egfense Department knsw, from both acute glaucome snd ez gP@®T
histus hernis. “er specialist told he in effect that any ons of

econld cause her blindness. This after she hzd hed T bszd atisc

2re shot. e have both been put én tranguilizers. “either of us

ently inoperable

the helicopters

night's sleep, and we both serve from chronic fatigve. Yihasr things I am satisfied

£low from these nroblems are toc personal to menticn. ~% is her
li#ing like this, and for so many years without respite, does %
not hzve it seem exsggerated. But it is, in fact, somethaing har
I have for some ¥esrs now found it difficult %o concentirsts.

Ye sold the lsst of our caickens Januarysl7, 18954, Te
frozen poultry wshich I em selling when I got to fashington, and

waterfowl the dispositicn of which I am erranging.

o & persons znd

have & sutply of

we have a few



