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Protective Research Continued Assassination of Presid_ent_ Kennedy-
INVESTIGATION MADE AT PERIOD COVERED :
o ‘ ~ Lee Harvey Oswalg
Fouston, Texas December 11-12, 1963
INVESTIGATION MADE BY ]
SATC Lane Bertram

DETAILS i . _— _
| STNOPSIS © T
Horace #roy Twiford, a merchant Seaman, and Socislist '
Party Member, is now out of Houston but ig expected to
return December 15 at which tize FBI agents have made
arrangements to interviey him, ‘

.DETATLS OF INVESTICATION

Reference is made to M/R by fnspector Thomas J, Xelley, Dallas s dated 12/9/63
furnishing names and addresses of Persons found in an address found on Lee Harvey
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Horzce T ford, 7018 Schley St., Houston Texas, is the only one Jisfed in the _
Houston district, == s : : y , ]

© A search of the Houston Secret Service files failed to reveal any record of Horace
Twiford, : o .

’ ) '
ire, Intelligence Division of the Houston Police Department > Officer D, D, (o3 ns,
searesed their files and furnished the following information; Horzce Zlroy Tx~riford,
701 ’ochl@j/St. ,a‘:{ouston, Texas, a msrchant Seaman, describsd as a white male, bornm
= = 7 3 = —
3/20/23,55-9 155, browm eyes; broy YW i8TS Nzre figbel Istelle, formerly
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Mo th Carolina ., = oved to Houston

resided at 4 +zabevn Cigy, ‘opth Caro ina, diateo
in 1956 ane”residsg S 24725t Alabama, Lpt, 5, douston; 2 Old¥oaky»s 8511, Hedir
and 78257Dixdie Drive He ; eviously haq telephone number MT s -8 00. His

bresent telephone number Ts w7 3-5L92. He is erployed as a merchant seaman, 2
believed to have Previously worked a5 % Seaman for the Ballantine Chemical Company,
whose home office is Neward, New Jersey, In AM’é/g he owned a 1962 Volkswagon
automobile bearing 1962 Texas Iicense No, TZ£523, .
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Subject Twiford has been active in the
at least since 1962, :

" On February 7, 1962, Twiford attendeg

i’/\
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Houston area in the Socialist Party.movement,

a neeting of/tﬁé local chapter of}bmuixag

Civil Liberties Union at the YWCA where the Tilm "Operation Abolition® ywag shown,
with the verzion dubbed in on the soung track, Later Twiforgd was instrumental
in creating the "Dye Process Commitieet of the ACLU, The purpose of this cormittee

was to nvestigate caseg of allegeq police brutality. Some of the Persons in
attendance at this meeting were: :

On February 21, 1962 Twiford helq & meeting ot hig residence of the "Due Procesg
Committee", the purpose of which was ©o elect Permanent Officers,

On February 28, 1942 Twiford conducted
at his residence, .

another meeting of the DueAProcess Cormittee

On Mareh 3, 1962; Twiford wrote a letter to the Editor of the Houston Post Trégarding,

the Berlin Situation in which he stated "I, for One, say let Presi
mobilize some brainpower not manpower op missiles op this question,n

dent Kennegy

On March 28, 1962, Tuiford was iyyerved o7 Intellipence Officers at tne "Picnic for

bs
Peacen conducted at 73 £er Park ih
gathering wag Horman “Thomas Ezra ang

affiliateg with leftist movement, and Several members of thed¥oun

League or Houston,
'\

On May 1), 1962, a member of the Young

Twiford as bélng @ good person t+o organlge & local chepter of the oclalist I,

vherein he advocateqd equal time op radi
bariies (socialis: party),n

On November 19, 1952, Twiford submitted

Socialict Parvy whereon he stateq his Politieal affiliation as "Socialigt Lab

Partyn, On the application there was 3

materizlistie Conceotion of histozy, the class Struggle ang the s

Dresented by Karl Marx,n

Austin,~beas. The ppi# cipal Speaker 2t this

Mong Schacht, Eg adeauxy a folk Singer
g People Socialist
"N—‘—-N

People Socialist League (YPS%Q reconmendeq .

cbor

an apolication to the Hbustonchapter of the

or
Written note ag follows, ny believe in the

urplus value as
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Slekey to the Socialist Part o Slakey stated "Horace Twiford is on his way to -
Cesablanca, He is a mate on a boat. He will be back soon. He is a very good
friend of mine, " : :

dgz’Decémber 28, 1962, Twiford was mentioned in 2 letter written by one Larry

On Jamuary 3, 1963, Slakey stated in a conversation wiip/a police inteXligence
informent that "Twiford was a good fxiend of Joseoh H, %Tuoper, 1038éﬁeads,
Fouston, Texas,.® Tupper apd his wfe are members of the Socialist Party and
éllegedly 1ave attended a?Socialist Lzbor Party School conducted in New York City,
Slﬁkeydgiso advised the police informant That TJETEEE—Eometimes uses the alias
EDWARD “cKNIGHT, . :

¢ated that he is a Revolutionist, not a Pacifist, His father, Barney Lynn
SlaXey, is now under investigation by the Houston office on g forgeny‘charge in
connection with his filing of income tax return. Barney Slakey has been convicied

in income tax fraud cases in Dallas, Texas,

'djf/is noted that Larry Slakey is an avowed Socialist Labor Party member ang hes

IMr. Robvert E, Rightmeyer, SAC, FBI, Houston, adiised on December 12, 1963 that
his agents had determined that Horace Zroy Twiford was DPresently on a ship and
not due to return to Houston until Sunday, Decerber 15, 1963, at which time -he
would be interviewed br agents from that office, He stated that his agents hag
attempted to locate Twiford and had interviewed Twiford's wife, Mabel ZEstelle,
Liter consulting her attorney, she advised agents that she received a televhone
cell several weeks, indefinite as to time, from a man who saig he was Lee Oswalg
and claimed Tthat he had corresponded with her husband, Horace Twiford, The caller
stated that he was en route to Mexico City at ths time,

. e
Fr, Rightmeyer advised that the Immizration records indicate that Lee Harvey Oswalg
envered lexico through Laredo on September 26, 1963, He recalled that the FBI had
cetermined that Oswald returned on either October 1 or 3. He could not recall the
exact dzte,

Mr, Rightmeyer advised that the Houston office would be furnished a copy of the
report of intervieyw by their agents after which *ime the subject will be interviewed
if considereg appropriate, )

UNDEVELOPID LEADS

This inguiry remains open pending report of interview with Twiford from FBI énd
further action as indicated, ’
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Re the attached merorandum and telephone cop-
versation with Bertram today, he said the FBI had
" interviewed Twiford in Houston ang that their . oo
interview merely confirmed the information they - A
had received from Twiford's wife that a man nameg
"Oswald" had calleq Twiford in Twiford's absence,

‘Twiford denied ever seeing Oswald at any time e
and his only comection With him was to mail some '
Socialist Party literature to Oswald in New Oxleans
at the request of the Socialist Party Headquartiers
in New York, )

Pyl

The interviewing FRI agents evaluated Twiford?ls -
information as being truthful.

A report from Bertram will follow,

Inspector Kelley
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