August 20, 1969

The Hemorable John Mitchell
Attoraey General

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

The undersigne K
Frederiek, Maryland, o provsed wnder the Preedom of Information
Ack, P, L. 89-487, te obtain diselosure of two specifie, identifi.
able Government records, copies of which are in the possession of
the Department of |Justice. \

have been retained by Mr. Harsld Weisberg of

aw that, pursusnt to Ses. 3 (¢) of the Ace, My,

ed to prompt sccess to these particular decuments.
umerous written requests over a peried of months,

2 Mr, Weisberg been denfed aceess to the records, he has
not even received & ¥eply to his repeated requests for the Depart-
ment’s rules velating to sccessability of reem 48 under the Act.
The files of your Department, especially these of the Crimisal Divi
shn, contain copies of his various requests. After you have an |
opportunity to ¥eview this correspondence, you might understand Mr.
Weisberg's sense of frustration, impstience, and angey, as well as
his decision 2o file suit. |

Nevertheless, it seems only reasemable that we should bring this
matier to your attention before we file such a suit, in the hope that
you will divect yopr subordinates to disclose these records to Mr,
Weisberg, and thergby aveid the sxpense, both in time and woney, of
needless litigation. |

The specific yecords requested by Mr. Weisberg are the following:

(I) All doguments filed by the United States with the Court in
England in Jupe-July, 1968, in the extradition proceeding by hﬁhigh
James Earl Ray, the convicted killer of Dr., Martin Luther King, was
tetutned to this country. These proceedings were public, and in eur
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§ submitted on behalf of ghe United States %ij}“
ords which should be made available to any per-
see them.

ed letter of May 1, 1969, fyom the Chief Clerk of
ts Court states "all papers which had been sent to

ashington” have been returnmed to Washington, and, as
far as is known to

. We
in
were

the Clerk, no coplses were retained in Englan
riginal of thes returned "papers” may still be
ths Department of State, but, as the "papers®

epartment of Justice, we assume that copies were re-

sartment 's files, It 18 those that Mr. ﬁa-isvb&;‘g asks

(1) In the District of Columbis Court of Gemeral Sessloms, on

Janunry 16, 1969,
in respense to 2n

Archivist of the United States, the Department of Justice filed
d a "1968 Panel Review of Photographs, X-Ray Fi
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in the case of Spate of louislans v, Clay L. Shaw,
order to show cause directed to James B. Rheads,

& briefto
! : : : im, Docu-
idence Pertaining to the Patal Wounding of President
November 22, 1963, im Dallas, Texas®. A copy of this

. Your attention is divectsd to page 5 of the "Re-
l¢ally te & reference in the middle of the page to 2
sfer, located in the Ratisnal Archives, dated April 26,

£

tandun refers to a tvamsfer of the autopsy photographs

gh it {8 not zlesr from whom and to vhom they weve
this “"pemorandus of tramsfer” which Mr. Weisberg is
bas been denied him by both the Department of Justice

despite his many written requests. |

sere hope that litigatien will net be na&m::iy to
ceive a veply from you, we will assuwe that the De-
in its present position and would prefer that we seek
ng suit in the District Court as provided in See. 3 (¢)
Information Act. - .
Sincerely,

FENSTERWALD, BEVAN AND OHLHAUSENW
Bernard Fensterwald, Jr.

g, Route 8, Frederick, Maryland




