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Ray asks release; prosecutors dem
and confession 

M
E

M
P

H
IS

, T
en

n
. (A

P
) —

 If 
Jam

es E
arl R

ay doesn't w
ant to die in 

prison, he should adm
it he killed M

ar-
tin L

uther K
ing Jr., a prosecutor said 

yesterday. 
B

ut a law
yer for R

ay said that is 
out of the question. 

"Jam
es E

arl R
ay w

ill never ad-
m

it to
 a crim

e h
e d

id
n
't co

m
m

it," 
W

illiam
 P

epper said from
 his L

ondon 
office. R

ay, 70, pleaded guilty in 1969 to 
killing K

ing in M
em

phis on A
pril 4, 

1968. H
e w

as sentenced to 99 years in 
p
riso

n
 an

d
 h

as b
een

 try
in

g
 to

 tak
e 

back the guilty plea ever since. 

S
eriously ill w

ith liver disease, 
R

ay
 last y

ear ask
ed

 fo
r a m

ed
ical 

furlough that allow
s inm

ates "in im
m

i-
nent peril of death" to go free. 

T
he application w

as rejected last 
year by the state D

epartm
ent of C

or-
rection. A

 second application is being 
prepared. 

P
rosecutor John. C

am
pbell said 

authorities m
ay look m

ore favorably 
at R

ay's request if he "w
ould adm

it 
th

e o
b

v
io

u
s . . . an

d
 q

u
it sp

in
n

in
g

 
these crazy stories." 

"T
he approach they need to take 

is to lay it all out for the D
epartm

ent 
of C

orrection, let him
 adm

it w
hat he 

d
id

 b
ased

 o
n

 th
e facts," C

am
p

b
ell 

said. F
or m

uch of the past year, R
ay 

h
as b

een
 in

 p
o
o
r h

ealth
, su

fferin
g
 

m
o
st n

o
tab

ly
 fro

m
 cath

o
sis o

f th
e 

liver believed caused by hepatitis. 
H

e w
as hospitalized on M

arch 8 
and slipped into a com

a three days 
later. H

e reg
ain

ed
 co

n
scio

u
sn

ess 
M

arch 13 and w
as in fair condition 

yesterday. 
F

or years, R
ay has claim

ed he 
w

as set up by a shadow
y gun dealer he 

m
et in M

ontreal and'', knew
 only as 

R
aoul. H

e has said his confession w
as 

coerced by law
yers. " 
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