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Search for M
ysterious 'R

aoul 
P

rosecutors probe claim
s by R

ay's law
yers about K

ing assassin 
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ael D
orm

an
 

S
P

E
C

IA
L

 C
O

R
R

E
S

P
O

N
D

E
N

T
 

M
em

p
h
is p

ro
secu

to
rs are in

v
estig

atin
g
 claim

s b
y
 

Jam
es E

arl R
ay

's atto
rn

ey
s th

at th
ey

 h
av

e id
en

tified
 

the long-sought m
ystery figure called "R

aoul" —
 the 

m
an R

ay contends m
asterm

inded the R
ev. M

artin L
u-

th
er K

in
g

 Jr.'s assassin
atio

n
 an

d
 actu

ally
 fired

 th
e 

fatal sh
o

t. 
T

h
e p

ro
secu

to
rs are also

 in
v

estig
atin

g
 claim

s b
y

 
R

ay's law
yers that a w

itness once saw
 "R

aoul" m
eet-

ing w
ith L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald and Jack R

uby in R
uby's 

D
allas strip

 jo
in

t. M
o

rero
v

er, th
ey

 are ch
eck

in
g

 
claim

s by the defense that R
uby —

 pronounced dead 
of a blood clot in 1967 w

hile jailed for O
sw

ald's m
ur-

der —
 actually is alive and living in C

hicago. 
T

h
is is n

o
t to

 say
 th

e p
ro

secu
to

rs are sw
allo

w
in

g
 

these claim
s, but they say they are checking them

 out 
for the record. 

"S
om

e of this stuff is getting a little far from
 reali-

ty
," said

 Jo
h

n
 C

am
p

b
ell, th

e ch
ief p

ro
secu

to
r in

 th
e 

K
in

g
 case. "It's b

izarre. B
u
t w

e h
av

e in
v
estig

ato
rs 

checking out all the leads w
e get." 

T
he renew

ed investigation follow
ed repeated court  

actions and efforts by K
ing's fam

ily, to overturn R
ay's 

1969 guilty plea and 99-year sentence in the m
urder. 

P
ro

secu
to

rs h
av

e lau
n
ch

ed
 a p

u
t-u

p
-o

r-sh
u
t-u

p
 at-

tem
pt to try to bring som

e resolution to the case. T
hey 

took the m
ajor claim

s by R
ay's law

yers one by one and 
sent investigators to check them

. 
R

ay's chief law
yer, W

illiam
 P

epper, has accused a 
N

ew
 Y

ork m
an —

 not publicly identified —
 of being 

"R
aoul." C

am
pbell assigned four investigators from

 a 
task force to travel to N

ew
 Y

ork recently and check out 
the claim

. T
hey reported finding that em

ploym
ent re-

co
rd

s sh
o
w

ed
 th

e m
an

 id
en

tified
 as "R

ao
u
l," w

h
o
se 

first nam
e actually is R

aul, w
as w

orking in a N
ew

 Y
ork 

factory on A
pril 4, 1968, the day K

ing w
as killed in 

M
em

phis. T
he m

an, a retired w
ine im

porter, has said 
he never knew

 R
ay. 

S
o
m

e o
f th

e lead
s w

ere p
ro

m
p
ted

 b
y
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 

R
ay

's law
y
ers said

 th
ey

 receiv
ed

 fro
m

 th
e self-d

e-
scrib

ed
 "b

ab
u

sh
k

a lad
y

" fro
m

 th
e in

v
estig

atio
n

 o
f 

P
resid

en
t Jo

h
n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
's assassin

atio
n
. P

ictu
res 

at the K
ennedy assassination scene show

ed a w
om

an 
in a kerchief standing on the grassy knoll and appear-
ing to he shooting m

otion pictures. A
 w

om
an nam

ed 

B
ev

erly
 O

liv
er, w

h
o
 said

 sh
e h

ad
 b

een
 a strip

-clu
b
 

d
an

cer sin
ce ag

e 1
4
, claim

ed
 sh

e w
as th

e "b
ab

u
sh

k
a 

lady" —
 but no firm

 identification w
as ever m

ade. 
O

liver m
ade sundry claim

s about the assassination 
—

 am
ong them

 that her m
ovie cam

era had been confis-
cated by the F

B
I or S

ecret S
ervice, she couldn't rem

em
-

ber w
hich. Investigation revealed that the cam

era she 
claim

ed to have used did not com
e on the m

arket until 
tw

o years after the K
ennedy assassination. T

he H
ouse 

S
elect C

om
m

ittee on A
ssassinations interview

ed her 
but decided against calling her as a w

itness. 
S

h
e p

rev
io

u
sly

 h
ad

 claim
ed

 sh
e h

ad
 seen

 O
sw

ald
 

w
ith R

uby in R
uby's club. N

ow
 she says "R

aoul" w
as 

also there. B
oth the H

ouse com
m

ittee and the W
arren 

C
om

m
ission concluded there w

as no evidence O
sw

ald 
and R

uby knew
 each other. 

A
s for the claim

 that R
uby is living in C

hicago, the 
M

em
phis investigators are checking it, but all evidence  

reflects that R
uby died behind bars after a long fight 

w
ith

 can
cer. 

C
am

pbell said his office expects to act on the inves-
tigation early next year, either by taking evidence be-
fore a grand jury or by issuing a public report. 


