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R
ay's R

acism
. Shouldn't M

uddy the C
ase 

 

tion to his being quoted in a book by W
illiam

 B
rad-

ford H
u
ie, w

riter M
ik

e D
o
rm

an
 h

ad
 also

 h
eard

 
G

erry's account ofJam
es E

arl R
ay's hatred of blacks. 

G
erry R

ay: W
ho is M

ike D
orm

an? 
Q

: A
 w

riter out of N
ew

 Y
ork. A

re you saying that 
you never spoke to M

ike D
orm

an? 
G

erry
 R

ay
: I can

't say
 d

efin
itely

 'cau
se I d

o
n

't 
rem

em
ber his nam

e. B
ut I know

 definitely I didn't 
tell him

 nothing like that and he's a dam
n liar if he 

said I did. 
It tu

rn
s o

u
t th

at M
ik

e D
o
rm

an
 h

as sp
o
k
en

 to
 

G
erry

 R
ay

 a h
alf d

o
zen

 tim
es o

v
er th

e last y
ear. 

"T
h

e last tim
e I called

 h
im

, I said
, 'T

h
is is M

ik
e 

D
orm

an' and G
erry said, 'I know

, I recognized your 
voice right aw

ay,' " D
orm

an recalled. 
D

orm
an, w

ho has w
ritten about the K

ing case for 
N

ew
sday and is the author of a book about R

ay's key 
law

y
er, P

ercy
 F

o
rem

an
, w

as su
rp

rised
 G

erry
 R

ay
 

h
ad

 d
en

ied
 k

n
o
w

in
g
 h

im
. H

e w
as ev

en
 m

o
re su

r-
p
rised

 th
at R

ay
 h

ad
 d

en
ied

 v
erify

in
g
 h

is p
rev

io
u
s 

account of Jam
es E

arl R
ay's racism

. 
T

o
 say

 Jam
es E

arl R
ay

 is a racist is n
o

t to
 p

ro
v

e 
that he killed K

ing. H
ow

ever, the evidence against 
him

 is as clear as the fact that he did-not-pull off-the 
assassination and the tw

o-m
onth escape alone. 

T
h
e K

in
g
 fam

ily
 is co

rrect in
 d

em
an

d
in

g
 a fu

ll 
in

v
estig

atio
n

. H
o

w
ev

er, an
 in

tellig
en

t p
ro

b
e d

o
es 

and possibly even a co-conspirator in the affair. 	
A

 k
n
o
w

in
g
 g

rin
 fro

ze R
ay

's face as h
e b

eg
an

 h
is n

o
t start w

ith
 th

e false p
rem

ise th
at Jam

es E
arl R

ay
 

1
1

1
rM

e
trw

ittrite
lle

y
 	 the possibility that-darees---evasieft-eild-quibbling. I-rem

inded him
 that in addi- had nothing to do w

ith the m
urder. 
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T
H

E
 N

E
W

 F
B

I director laughed, but the pro-
tester w

as not joking. T
he dreaded J. E

dgar 
H

oover had died the previous year and the 
m

an
 p

ick
etin

g
 th

e F
B

I h
ead

q
u
arters w

as testin
g
 

the new
 w

inds of openness. 
"M

r. D
irector," the young civil rights dem

onstra-
tor reportedly told H

oover's successor, "I know
 the 

F
B

I conducted electronic surveillance on D
r. K

ing. I 
w

an
t to

 sav
e th

e b
u
reau

 so
m

e film
. S

o
 I'll tell y

o
u
 

right now
, I like w

om
en." 

C
larence M

. K
elley assured the bold philanderer 

that unlike H
oover he w

as m
indful that guaranteed 

civil liberties extended to all A
m

ericans. K
elley, a 

S
t. B

ern
ard

 o
f a p

o
lice ch

ief fro
m

 K
an

sas C
ity

, 
m

aintained this distance betw
een him

self and H
oo-

ver in public as w
ell as in private. "I don't believe in 

such activities as police roundups or vigilantes," he 
said after his confirm

ation in 1973. "S
ociety has to 

p
lace so

m
e restrictio

n
s o

n
 th

e p
o

lice. P
o

lice, after 
all, are constantly depriving people of their liberty." 

T
he death of C

larence K
elley, at age 85, last w

eek 
brought back a 1977 interview

 I had w
ith him

 over 
the assassination of M

artin L
uther K

ing Jr. 
F

irst I im
plied that by-covering-its tracks the F

B
I 

w
as, itself, im

plicated in the K
ing case. W

ith H
oover 

w
ag

in
g

 w
arfare ag

ain
st K

in
g

 an
d

 th
e civ

il rig
h

ts 
m

ovem
ent, the F

B
I appeared to have been an abettor 

E
arl R

ay
, w

h
o

 h
ad

 w
ith

d
raw

n
 h

is g
u

ilty
 p

lea an
d

 
professed innocence, m

ight have been a patsy. T
he 

death bullet, I argued from
 m

y ow
n findings, could 

not be linked conclusively to Jam
es E

arl R
ay's rifle; 

the rifle barrel could not be linked to the w
indow

sill 
from

 w
hich it w

as allegedly fired; R
ay could not be 

positively placed in the bathroom
 of the flophouse 

from
 w

hich the shot w
as allegedly fired, and it could 

n
o
t b

e estab
lish

ed
 th

at th
e b

u
llet w

as ev
en

 fired
 

from
 the w

indow
, as the F

B
I had concluded. 

K
elley, fully briefed by his agents, listened to all 

this, and said sim
ply, "W

e don't have an unbroken 
ch

ain
 o

f ev
id

en
ce." H

e in
sisted

 th
at th

e "circu
m

-
stantial" case against Jam

es E
arl R

ay w
as solid, but 

he w
as not cocksure. 

T
he case against R

ay flared anew
 recently w

hen 
K

ing's son D
exter visited the convict and declared, 

incredibly, that the m
an serving 99 years for killing 

h
is fath

er is in
n
o
cen

t. F
u
rth

erm
o
re, D

ex
ter K

in
g
 

said that R
ay and his hardscrabble fam

ily raised on 
the M

issouri steep in the teeth of the G
reat D

epres-
sion w

as not racist. 
L

aying aside the assassination issue, it is baffling 
that D

exter K
ing could ignore R

ay's racial record. 
I recen

tly
 q

u
estio

n
ed

 G
erry

 R
ay

 o
n

 n
atio

n
al T

V
 

about his statem
ent that his brother Jam

es has been 
w

ild all his life on the issue of "politics and niggers." 


