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K
ing Son Says L

B
J in on C

onspiracy 
G

overnm
ent set 

up rights leader's 
death, he asserts 

N
e
w

 Y
o

rk
 T

im
e
s
 

A
tlan

ta 
T

h
ree m

o
n
th

s ag
o
, D

ex
ter 

S
cott K

ing declared that he and 
h

is fam
ily

 b
eliev

ed
 th

at Jam
es 

E
arl R

ay
 w

as n
o
t g

u
ilty

 o
f th

e 
m

u
rd

er o
f h

is fath
er, th

e R
ev

. 
M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g
 Jr. L

ast 
n
ig

h
t, in

 a telev
ised

 in
terv

iew
, 

K
in

g
 asserted

 th
at P

resid
en

t 
L

y
n
d

o
n

 B
. Jo

h
n

so
n

 m
u

st h
av

e 
been part of a m

ilitary and gov-
ernm

ental conspiracy to kill R
ev. 

K
ing. 

"B
ased

 o
n
 th

e ev
id

en
ce th

at 
I've been show

n, I w
ould think 

that it w
ould be very difficult for 

som
ething of that m

agnitude to 
occur on his w

atch and he not be 
privy to it," K

ing said on the A
B

C
 

N
ew

s program
 "T

urning P
oint," 

acco
rd

in
g
 to

 a tran
scrip

t o
f th

e 
interview

. 
K

ing, w
ho heads the M

artin 
L

uther K
ing Jr. C

enter for N
on-

violent S
ocial C

hange in A
tlanta, 

said the A
rm

y and federal intelli-
gence agencies w

ere involved in 
his father's assassination in M

em
- 

D
exter K

in
g 

phis on A
pril 4, 1968. 

"I am
 told that it w

as part and 
parcel A

rm
y intelligence, C

IA
, 

F
B

I," he said in the interview
. "I 

think w
e knew

 it all along." 
H

is older brother, M
artin L

u-
ther K

ing III, said in the televi-
sion interview

 that R
ay had "ba-

sically nothing to do w
ith this as-

sassination." 
R

ay, 69, is dying of liver dis-
ease in a state prison hospital in 
N

ash
v
ille. H

e o
rig

in
ally

 co
n
-

fessed to the killing and w
as sen-

tenced to life in prison. S
everal 

d
ay

s later, h
e recan

ted
, say

in
g
 

his law
yers had encouraged him

 
to plead guilty to avoid the death 
penalty. 

A
 congressional inquiry and 

studies by several historians have 

concluded that R
ay w

as alm
ost 

certainly involved in the killing, 
although others m

ay have played 
a part in a conspiracy. 

T
he notion of a conspiracy by 

the A
rm

y and intelligence agen-
cies to

 k
ill R

ev
. K

in
g

 h
as lo

n
g

 
been expounded by W

illiam
 P

ep-
per, R

ay's law
yer, w

ho is seeking 
a trial fo

r h
is clien

t. In
 recen

t 
m

onths, D
exter K

ing, his three 
siblings and their m

other, L
oret-

ta S
co

tt K
in

g
, h

av
e ap

p
aren

tly
 

em
braced P

epper's theories. 
In the broadcast, F

orrest S
aw

-
yer of A

B
C

 underm
ined at least 

part of P
epper's theory by intro-

d
u

cin
g

 P
ep

p
er to

 B
illy

 E
id

so
n

. 
E

idson is a retired A
rm

y officer 
w

hom
 P

epper has characterized 
as th

e lead
er o

f a u
n
it th

at w
as 

prepared to kill R
ev. K

ing if the 

assassin did not succeed. P
epper 

has said that E
idson w

as him
self 

later assassin
ated

. A
fter b

ein
g
 

p
resen

ted
 w

ith
 E

id
so

n
, P

ep
p
er 

said, "I acknow
ledge that m

aybe 
I w

as provided w
ith w

rong infor-
m

ation." 
In M

arch, D
exter K

ing trav-
eled

 to
 N

ash
v

ille to
 m

eet w
ith

 
R

ay
 an

d
 to

ld
 h

im
 face-to

-face 
that he and his fam

ily believed 
R

ay's declarations of innocence. 
W

ith
 th

e K
in

g
 fam

ily
's su

p
-

p
o
rt, P

ep
p
er h

as w
o
n
 co

u
rt ap

-
proval for new

 ballistics tests on 
th

e rifle lin
k
ed

 to
 R

ay
 an

d
 th

e 
k
illin

g
 o

f R
ev

. K
in

g
. P

ep
p
er 

hopes that new
 forensic m

ethods 
w

ill p
ro

v
e th

at th
e rifle d

id
 n

o
t 

fire the fatal shot. T
he tests have 

b
een

 co
m

p
leted

, b
u
t a h

earin
g
 

has yet to be held on the results. 
In

 th
e A

B
C

 p
ro

g
ram

, M
rs. 

K
in

g
 an

d
 A

n
d

rew
 Y

o
u

n
g

, fo
r-

m
erly a top aide to R

ev. K
ing as 

w
ell as the chief delegate to the 

U
nited N

ations and the m
ayor of 

A
tlanta, called on P

resident C
lin-

ton to appoint a com
m

ission to 
investigate the killing again. M

rs. 
K

ing proposed that anyone w
ith 

inform
ation about the assassina-

tion be granted am
nesty. 

N
either Y

oung nor any m
em

-
bers of the K

ing fam
ily could be 

reached for com
m

ent yesterday. 

L
yn

d
on

 Joh
n

son
 

M
artin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g 


