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Ju
d

g
e w

o
n

't b
lo

ck n
ew

 tests o
n

 R
ay rifle 

kY 

M
E

M
PH

IS, T
enn. (A

P) —
 A

 judge 
accused Jam

es E
arl R

ay's law
yers 

T
hursday of creating a m

edia circus 
but said he could do nothing to block 
new

 tests on the rifle believed used to 
kill the R

ev. D
r. M

artin L
uther K

ing 
Jr. P

rosecutors asked Judge C
hris 

C
raft, the adm

inistrative judge for 
the state crim

inal court in M
em

phis, 
to decide if another crim

inal judge, 
Jo

e B
ro

w
n

, h
as th

e au
th

o
rity

 to
 

conduct the tests. 
Judge B

row
n said he w

ill have the 
.30-06 hunting rifle fired M

onday. It 
hasn't been fired since K

ing's assas-
sination in 1968. 

Judge, C
raft said he could not tell 

another judge w
hat to do. P

rosecu-
tors m

ay seek an appeals court order 
delaying the tests. 

R
ay, suffering from

 liver disease, 
is seeking tests on the rifle in his 
attem

pt to take back his 1969 guilty 
plea and go to trial for the slaying. 
T

he rifle had R
ay's fingerprints on it, 

but he said it w
as used to fram

e him
. 

Judge C
raft accused Jack M

cN
eil, 

one of R
ay's law

yers, of bypassing 
th

e co
u
rt's u

su
al p

ro
ced

u
re fo

r 
assigning cases to judges w

hen he 
w

ent to Judge B
row

n requesting the 
tests. 

"Y
o

u
 p

ick
ed

 y
o

u
r co

u
rt ... to

 
create th

is m
ed

ia circu
s," Ju

d
g
e 

C
raft said. 
"T

he real significance of this case 
is w

ho killed M
artin L

uther K
ing," 

M
r. M

cN
eil told him

. 
P

rosecutors said they w
ere not 

trying to prevent new
 tests on the 

rifle but opposed the w
ay Judge 

B
row

n w
as going about it. T

hey also 
said evidence in the K

ing assassina-
tion is under the control of another 
judge in w

hose court R
ay gave his 

guilty plea. 
"If Judge B

row
n does som

ething or 
som

ebody else does som
ething that 

destroys the integrity of that rifle ... 
w

hatever evidence m
ight be avail-

able m
ay forever be lost," prosecu-

tor L
ee C

offee said. 
H

e said Judge B
row

n didn't give 
prosecutors a say in how

 or w
hen the 

rifle w
ill be fired or how

 test bullets 
w

ill be com
pared w

ith the one taken 
from

 K
ing's body. Judge B

row
n has 

not said w
here or w

hen such com
-

parisons w
ill be m

ade. 
R

ay, 69, is serving a 99-year sen-
tence at a N

ashville prison. 
H

e w
ants new

 tests on the rifle and 

SM 

the death bullet using m
odern, high-1 

pow
ered m

icroscopes. T
ests by the 

FB
I and a congressional com

m
ittee,1 

20 years ago failed to prove beyond 
scientific doubt that the rifle w

as thd'' 
m

urder w
eapon. K

ing w
as killed byw  

the sam
e kind of gun. 

R
ay's guilty plea has been upheld 

seven tim
es by state and federal 

co
u
rts, an

d
 th

e S
tate C

o
u
rt o

f 
C

rim
inal A

ppeals ruled earlier this 
m

onth that he has no grounds for a 
new

 petition claim
ing innocence. 

B
u
t th

at co
u
rt also

 said
 a trial 

judge has the authority to order,' 
scientific tests on evidence under his, 
supervision. Judge B

row
n took that: 

to m
ean he can order tests on th6' 

rifle. 


