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T
he pain of M

artin L
uther K

ing's 
m

urder and the dignity of his life 
and w

ork are only m
ocked in a futile 

foolishness, 29 years after K
ing's 

death, to direct suspicion onto yet 
another m

onstrous and im
aginary 

governM
ent conspiracy. 

It's m
ade m

ore painful, even 
em

barrassing, to the m
em

ory of 
K

ing that his w
idow

 and surviving 
children are parties to the farce, 
seem

ingly unable or unw
illing to 

believe K
ing's real assassin w

as a 
career petty crim

inal, a thief, a con 
m

an, a liar, an outspoken racist and 
ultim

ately a killer. 
So w

retched a m
an as Jam

es E
arl 

R
ay - the K

ing fam
ily and the claque 

of career conspiratorial theorists 
now

 surrounding them
 all suggest- 

u
g
g
est- 

could 
could not have 
brought dow

n the 
w

orld's m
ost 

fam
ous civil rights 

leader, the loved 
and respected 
m

artyr to w
orld 

peace and racial 
healing. 

A
s it w

as 
claim

ed in the 
assassination of 
P

resident John F
. 

K
ennedy and 

other killings, the 
claque, w

ith the 
K

ing fam
ily now

 
alongside, insists it m

ust have been 
- had to have been pow

erful 
plotters inside the U

nited S
tates 

governm
ent that conspired to kill 

K
ing. 

A
 core belief attaching to the 

K
ing m

urder conspiracy isthat the 
civil rights leader w

as not shot to 
death in M

em
phis on A

pril 4,1968, 
in a racist attack by a prison escapee 
and social outcast, but killed by  
m

urderous conspiracy of 
industrialists, m

ilitarists and 
 angry-at K

ing's 
opposition to the w

ar inV
ietriam

. 
Just as it w

as and still is in the 
K

ennedy assassination - w
here the 

conspiracy claque saw
 the sam

e 
plotters in 1963, then concerned that 
the president m

ight turn against 
U

.S
. involvem

ent inV
ietnam

 - the 
K

ing assassination conspiracy is not 
only unproved but so far-fetched as 
to pick up a m

om
entum

 of oddball 
belief: so crazy it m

ust be true. 

P
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D
exter K

ing (right), son of slain civil rights 
leader M

artin Luther K
ing Jr., m

eets w
ith 

confessed killer Jam
es Earl R

ay. 
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