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T
he son of the late M

artin L
uther 

K
ing Jr. m

et face-to-face w
ith his fa-

ther's convicted assassin T
hursday 

and said for the first tim
e that the 

K
ing fam

ily believes he is innocent. 
"I w

ant you to know
 I believe you 

and m
y fam

ily believes you," D
exter 

K
ing told Jam

es E
arl R

ay, w
ho is 

serving a 99-year sentence for the civ-
il rights leader's 1968 m

urder. 
T

he televised m
eeting took place in  

a T
ennessee prison liospital. 

T
he statem

ent could increase pres-
sure to grant a trial to R

ay, w
ho pled 

guilty in 1969 to shooting K
ing, then 

changed his m
ind. H

e w
as not al-

low
ed to restore his innocent plea. 

"It's trem
endously im

portant ... a 
galvanizing event," said Philip M

elan-
son of the U

niversity of M
acsachu-

setts-D
artm

outh, a critic of the assas-
sination investigation. "It's the K

ing 
fam

ily saying: 'there are people still 
out there w

ho killed our father.' H
ow

 
can that ....be allow

ed to stand?" 

R
ay, 68, is said to be dying of liver 

disease. T
ennessee's C

ourt of C
rim

i-
nal A

ppeals is considering his request 
for a trial. P

rosecutors in M
em

phis, 
w

here K
ing w

as killed A
pril 4, 1968, 

are opposed. 
K

ing, w
ho w

ants a trial, told R
ay 

T
hursday that m

eeting him
 helped 

him
 com

plete a journey. L
ooking R

ay 
in the eye, K

ing said, convinced him
 

R
ay w

as telling the truth. 
M

em
phis D

eputy D
istrict A

ttorney 
John C

am
pbell called K

ing's state-
m

ent "am
azing" and "discouraging." 
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First: D
exter K

ing, son of M
artin L

uther K
ing, 

m
eets father's convicted killer, Jam

es E
arl R

ay. 


