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R
ights leader's son backs assassin's claim

 of innocence 
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In a nationally televised confronta-
tion laden w

ith high dram
a, a son of 

the R
ev. M

artin L
uther K

ing Jr. flat-
ly asked Jam

es E
arl R

ay yesterday: 
"D

id you kill m
y father?" 

R
ay

, ap
p
p
earin

g
 th

in
 an

d
 frail 

from
 a deadly liver ailm

ent, replied, 
"N

o, I didn't." 
D

exter K
ing, 36, told R

ay, "I be-
liev

e y
o
u

, an
d

 m
y
 fam

ily
 b

eliev
es 

you." 
',T

he m
eeting cam

e before a room
 

full of reporters and television cam
-

eras at th
e L

o
is D

eB
erry

 S
p
ecial 

N
eed

s C
en

ter, a p
riso

n
 h

o
sp

ital in
 

N
ashville, T

enn., w
here R

ay is serv-
ing a 99-year. sentence: H

e, pleaded 
guilty in 1969 to the assassination of.  
K

in
g
 b

u
t n

o
w

 -is seek
in

g
 a trial -- 

claim
ing he w

as a m
ere dupe in the 

m
urder. 
H

is m
eeting w

ith D
exter. K

ing w
as 

the latest developm
ent in the case in 

recent m
onths. 

 
K

ing and his fam
ily revealed last  

m
o
n
th

 th
at th

ey
 w

ere su
p
p
o
rtin

g
 

R
ay's appeal for a full trial. B

ut they 
D

exter K
ing, son 

said
 at th

e tim
e th

at th
ey

 d
id

 n
o
t 

k
n

o
w

 w
h
eth

er R
ay

 w
as in

n
o

cen
t o

r g
u

ilty
. K

in
g

's 
statem

ent yesterday; that; he and his fam
ily believed 

R
ay's claim

 cam
e as a sharp departure, w

hich K
ing 

did not explain. 	
‘. 

R
ay, 69, is aw

aiting the results of a court hearing 
last m

onth in w
hich his attom

eyS
vressed for a-full 

trial.  
H

e w
as brought to the room

 yesterday in a w
heel- 

our pow
er to m

ake sure that justice 
w

ill prevail. I guess in som
e strange 

w
ay our destinies, that of m

y father 
an

d
 th

at o
f y

o
u
rself, so

m
eh

o
w

 g
o
t 

tied up together. W
e still don't feel as 

a fam
ily that w

e have all of the ques-
tions answ

ered." 
M

an
y

 q
u

estio
n

s ab
o

u
t th

e case 
h
av

e b
een

 stirred
 b

y
 R

ay
 h

im
self. 

A
fter the 1968 assassination in M

em
-

p
h
is, R

ay
 p

lead
ed

 g
u
ilty

 to
 sin

g
le-

handedly m
urdering K

ing. In return, 
he w

as spared a possible, death sen-
ten

ce an
d
 g

iv
en

 th
e 9

9
-y

ear term
. 

T
hen he recanted his confession and 

said he w
as involved w

ith a m
ystery 

m
an know

n to him
 only as "R

aoul" 
in a conspiracy to m

urder K
ing. L

at-
er, he refined the story to claim

 that 
R

aoul actually had duped him
 into 

participating in the plot. N
o one has 

ever produced credible evidence that 
R

aoul exists. 
P

hysical evidence in the case point-
ed

 d
irectly

 to
 R

ay
. H

e ad
m

itted
 h

e 
o

w
n

ed
 th

e m
u

rd
er w

eap
o

n
 an

d
 h

is, 
fingerprints w

ere found on it. H
e left 

A
P

 photo 
o
th

er fin
g
erp

rin
ts an

d
 p

o
ssessio

n
s 

of M
artin L

uther K
ing Jr., w

ith Jam
es E

arl R
ay after m

eeting yesterday. 	
' 

traceable to him
' at the scene. A

nd it 
w

as know
n.he stalked the civil rights 

e.hair. H
e seem

ed to ram
ble at tim

es and stum
ble over leader before the assassination. 	

, 
his w

ords. A
t the outset, R

ay told K
ing: "I had noth- 	

B
u
t at y

esterd
ay

's m
eetin

g
, arran

g
ed

 b
y
 D

ex
ter 

ing to do w
ith shooting your father." B

ut then, and K
ing and R

ay's law
yerscR

ay said a.great deal of rais-
- later in, the m

eeting, he added qualifications to his inform
ation has been spread about the case. 

denial, telling K
ing, "Y

ou'll have to m
ake your ow

n 	
"T

he only thing that should be relevant is the facts 
conclusions,'" and that the question of his guilt w

as of the case," he told K
ing. "M

aybe you can com
e to 

"hard to answ
er." 	

your ow
n conclusions. I think it could be done today. I 

K
ing told him

: "W
e are going to do everything in don't think it could be done thirty years ago." 


