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ily

 m
em

b
ers 

hope Jam
es E

arl R
ay can survive long 

enough for a hearing they hope w
ill fi-

nally start the process of clearing him
 

in-the assassination of the R
ev. M

artin 
L

uther K
ing Jr. 

R
ay

, w
h
o
 co

n
fessed

 to
 th

e 1
9
6
8
 

shooting death of the civil rights lead-
er an

d
 h

as b
een

 try
in

g
 to

 recan
t ev

er 
sin

ce, rem
ain

ed
 in

 a co
m

a in
 critical 

condition yesterday, said F
reda H

ern-
d
o
n

, a sp
o
k
esw

o
m

an
 fo

r C
o
lu

m
b
ia 

N
ashville M

em
orial H

ospital. 
R

ay, 68, is suffering from
 liver and 

kidney dam
age. 

Jerry
 R

ay
 said

 y
esterd

ay
 h

e w
o
u
ld

  

au
th

o
rize p

u
ttin

g
 h

is b
ro

th
er o

n
 .life-

su
p

p
o

rt eq
u

ip
m

en
t if n

ecessary
. O

n
 

T
uesday, he said he w

ould refuse such 
a m

easure.--- 
"T

he R
ev. Jam

es L
aw

son called m
e 

from
 C

alifornia -yesterday,"! Jerry R
ay 

said. "Jam
es' attorney W

illiam
 P

epper 
called, too, and they convinced m

e that 
w

e h
ad

 a g
o

o
d

 ch
an

ce at a h
earin

g
 in

 
M

em
phis on F

eb. 20 to clear his nam
e 

after all these years:" 
P

ep
p
er is try

in
g
 to

 g
et p

erm
issio

n
 

fro
m

 C
rim

in
al C

o
u
rt Ju

d
g
e Jo

sep
h
 

B
row

n Jr. to test a rifle that w
as found 

w
ith Jam

es E
arl R

ay's fingerprints. • 
P

epper and R
ay, w

ho has contended 
h
e w

as a fall g
u
y
 fo

r th
e real k

illers, 
th

in
k
 th

at tests o
n
 th

e rifle w
o
u
ld

  

prove it w
as not the m

urder w
eapon. 

P
rosecutors say the tests are a w

aste 
o
f. tim

e an
d
 co

u
ld

 d
am

ag
e th

e ev
i-

d
en

ce. 
"Judge B

row
n is an honest judge in 

M
em

p
h
is," Jerry

 R
ay

 said
. "If Jam

es 
d
ies, th

at h
earin

g
 w

o
n
't h

ap
p
en

. If 
Jam

es dies, -he goes dow
n in history as 

M
artin

 L
u
th

er K
in

g
's k

iller, an
d
 th

at 
m

akes the w
hole R

ay fam
ily look bad." 

L
aw

son, a L
os A

ngeles pastor w
ho 

h
ad

 a ch
u
rch

 in
 M

em
p
h
is in

 1
9
6
8
, is 

one of several black leaders w
ho have 

said they don't believe R
ay w

as the as-
sassin. K

ing w
as assassinated by snip-

er fire A
pril 4,1968, w

hile on the balco-
ny of the L

orraine .M
otel in M

em
phis, 

w
here he had gone to support a strike  

by sanitation w
o

rk
ers. • 

T
he R

ev. Jesse Jackson and the R
ev. 

Jo
sep

h
 L

o
w

ery
, w

h
o

 fo
u

n
d

ed
 th

e 
S

o
u
th

ern
 C

h
ristian

 L
ead

ersh
ip

 C
o
n
-

feren
ce w

ith
 K

in
g
, said

 M
o
n
d
ay

 th
ey

 
h
eld

 o
u
t h

o
p
e fo

r a d
eath

b
ed

 co
n
fes-

sio
n

 fro
m

 R
ay

, d
etailin

g
 all h

e k
n

ew
 

ab
o

u
t th

e assassin
atio

n
. • • 

R
ay

. w
as sen

ten
ced

 to
 9

9
 y

ears in
 

p
riso

n
 after h

is co
n
fessio

n
. H

e w
as 

serving -tim
e at R

iverbend M
axim

um
-

S
ecu

rity
 P

riso
n
 u

n
til last w

eek
en

d
, 

w
hen he w

as transferred from
 a prison 

m
edical hospital to C

olum
bia. 

"R
ight now

, he's breathing a lot bet-
ter," Jerry

 R
ay

 said
. "B

u
t h

is liv
er is 

m
essed up; they're-pum

ping blood out 
of there." 


