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A
 lethal sym

bol of suprem
acy: the M

-16 rifle. 
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M
-1

6
 R

ifle
: T

h
e

 W
a

r's
 G

re
a

t 
B

e n
o
t afraid

 o
f an

y
 m

an 
N

o
 m

atter w
h

at h
is size, 

W
h
en

 larg
er th

an
 y

o
u
 is h

e, 
C

all o
n
 m

e, 
A

nd. I w
ill 

equalize. 
, —

P
o
em

 in
scrib

ed
 o

n
 

	
M

-1
6

 rifle sto
ck

 . 
B

IE
N

 H
O

A
, V

iet N
am

8N
E

A
)—

 
L

t. P
hilip H

arper should be dead 
today. 

H
is life h

as b
een

 sp
ared

 b
y
 

the great equalizer in this w
ar—

U
n
ited

 S
tates tech

n
o
lo

g
y
. A

n
d
, 

o
f co

u
rse, th

e m
o

n
ey

 	
w

hich 
p

ay
s fo

r it. 
F

o
rm

id
ab

le th
o
u
g
h
 a Y

an
k
 

so
ld

ier m
ay

 b
e, it's h

is w
eap

o
n
 

th
at sp

o
o
k
s th

e o
p
p
o
sitio

n
 stiff 

as a su
ck

er stick
. In

 L
ieu

ten
an

t 
H

a
rp

e
r's b

iz
a
rre

 c
a
se

, it w
a
s 

th
e M

-1
6

 rifle, a w
eap

o
n

 th
e 

V
iet 

C
ong 

call "th
e little g

u
n

 
th

at m
ak

es a b
ig

 ,hole." 
H

arp
er an

d
 fiv

e o
f h

is m
en

 

cently, w
hen they spotted a trail 

in the jungle and decided to in-
vestigate. 

"It 
w

as 
a h

eav
ily

 	
m

ined 
p

ath
i" say

s th
e lieu

ten
an

t, "an
d

 
w

e
 k

n
e
w

 it h
a
d
 to

 le
a
d
 	

to 
so

m
eth

in
g
 o

r so
m

eo
n
e. 	

S
ure 

enough, about 500 yards up, w
e 

h
eard

 th
e click

 o
f a rifle b

o
lt. 

"T
h

e
re

 w
a
s re

a
lly

 v
e
ry

 lit-
tle w

e could do. O
ur flanks w

ere 
m

in
ed

 so
 w

e co
u

ld
n

't ju
m

p
 to

 
eith

er sid
e. A

n
d
 tu

rn
in

g
 aro

u
n
d
 

w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e p
resen

ted
 C

h
arley

 
(th

e
 V

.C
.) w

ith
 th

e
 ta

rg
e
t h

e
 

lik
es b

est. W
e co

u
ld

 o
n
ly

 m
o
v
e 

forw
ard. 

"W
e fig

u
red

 th
ere w

ere tw
o
 

sq
u
ad

s o
f th

em
...ab

o
u
t 2

0
 m

en
, 

o
r alm

o
st fo

u
r to

 o
n

e in
 th

eir  fav
o

r. A
ctu

ally
 th

ey
 	

should 
h
av

e tak
en

 u
s easily

. B
u
t 

w
e 

ru
sh

ed
 th

em
 an

y
w

ay
...each

 g
u

y
 

firin
g
 aw

ay
 lik

e m
ad

 w
ith

 h
is 

M
-16. 
"A

s it tu
rn

e
d
 o

u
t n

o
n
e
 o

f 
u

s w
as scratch

ed
 b

u
t w

e k
illed

 
1
1
 o

f th
em

. T
h
e rest ju

st tu
rn

-
ed

 aro
u
n
d
 an

d
 h

ig
h
tailed

 it o
u
t 

o
f th

ere. T
h

ey
 m

ay
 b

e still ru
n

 
n

in
g

 fo
r all I k

n
o

w
." 

S
p
 w

h
at m

ak
es C

h
arley

 ru
n
? 

F
e
a
r. N

o
t o

f six
 w

h
o
o
p
in

g
 

m
en exactly but of the six burp-

ing M
-16s they carry. O

perating 
fu

ll ch
o

k
e th

ese 	
w

onderfully 
w

icked w
eapons fire 750 rounds 

a m
in

u
te w

h
ich

 at 3
0
0
 y

ard
s 

c
a
n
 d

is
in

te
g

ra
te

 a
 s

o
lid

 
concrete block. 

A
n
d
 th

e V
. C

. are aw
are o

f 
it. P

ain
fu

lly
 aw

are. 
T

h
e X

M
-1

6
 E

-1
 is th

is co
n

- 

filet's v
ersio

n
 o

f th
e o

ld
 

M
-1 

o
f K

o
rean

 an
d

 W
o

rld
 W

ar II 
vintage. B

ut any sim
ilarily ends 

you still h
av

e to
 aim

. 
It's light—

seven pounds load-
ed. T

he old M
-1 w

eighed nine 
pounds. 

It fires 20-round clips faster 
th

a
n

 y
o

u
 ,c

a
n

 sa
y

 	
"D

on't 
shoot." 

Its sm
all (ju

st o
v

er .2
2

-cali- 
ber) 

p
ro

jectile trav
els 	

m
ore 

th
an

 a h
alf-m

ile a seco
n
d
 an

d
 

w
ill split a com

bat helm
et five 

fo
o
tb

all field
s aw

ay
. ' 

B
ut best—

or w
orse depend-

' g
 o

n
 w

h
A

 sid
e o

f th
e m

u
z-.  

e you sit—
is w

hat it does to 
hum

an being. U
pon im

pact 
ith flesh—

w
hich the • A

rm
y 

lassifies as a sem
i-liquid gela-

in—
the rifle's bullet begins to 

um
ble end over end. If it con- 

ti ues on th
ro

u
g
h
 a b

o
d
y
 it'w

ill 
t e

 h
a
lf a

 m
a
n
's g

e
la

tin
 o

u
t 

tip e other side. 

prints are not uncom
m

on. 
E

ntire 
leg

 b
o
n
es h

av
e b

een
 

sh
attered

 fro
m

 sin
g

le sh
o

ts. 
"It's th

e g
reatest in

d
iv

id
u
al 

rifle. I'v
e ev

er seen
" g

rin
s o

n
e 

cru
sty

 o
ld

-tim
er h

ere. "It's so
 

good, in fact, nobody can under-
stan

d
 h

o
w

 th
e 

A
rm

y
 ev

er d
e-

v
elo

p
ed

 it. T
h

ey
 ain

't fam
o

u
s 

fo
r so

m
e o

f th
eir b

rillian
t tech

- 
nological 	

decisions 	
y o u 

know
." 

B
u
t th

e b
eleag

u
ered

 A
rm

y
 

b
rass w

ere rig
h

t 
th

is tim
e
 a

t 
least, and a lot of G

Is hers&
 are 

grateful. 
L

t. P
hil H

arper know
s at least 

six. 

E
qualizer 


