
f,tclohy 
• L

ooking for H
is L

ogic 
W

illiam
 R

aspberry 

D
ean B

urch 
H

e m
ay sim

ply have been w
histling 

past the graveyard. B
ut if presidential 

counselor D
ean B

urch w
as being can-

did in W
ednesday's N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es—
if he really believes the. edited W

hite 
H

ouse transcripts prove the P
resident 

innocent of the W
atergate cover-up—

then you. have to w
onder if he read the 

sam
e tran

scrip
ts th

at h
av

e b
eco

m
e a 

ational best seller. 
B

urch got the questions right: "W
hat 

( id
 th

e P
resid

en
t k

n
o
w

? W
h
en

 d
id

 h
e 

n
o
w

 it? A
n
d
 w

h
at d

id
 h

e d
o
 ab

o
u
t 

t?" 
B

u
t h

is an
sw

ers m
u
st h

av
e co

m
e 

fro
m

 a d
o
cu

m
en

t th
e refit o

f u
s n

ev
er 

saw
.. A

ccording to B
urch, "T

he P
resi-

dent knew
 for the first tim

e on M
arch 

2
1

--an
d

 at n
o

 tim
e b

efo
re—

o
f th

e 
W

atergate cover-up." 
,G

ranted that any reasonable reading 
O

f the M
arch 21 transcript show

s that 
the P

resident learned a good deal that 
.day; granted also that there is no con-
clu

siv
e p

ro
o
f th

at h
e k

n
ew

 th
e w

h
o
le 

scope of the cover-up before that day. 
It still is hard to find in the transcripts 
the, basis for B

urch's categorical denial 
of prior know

ledge. 
B

u
t th

ere is in
fin

itely
 less b

asis fo
r 

the other conclusions draw
n by B

urch 
as to

 w
h
at th

e P
resid

en
t d

id
 w

ith
 th

e 
co

v
er-u

p
 k

n
o
w

led
g
e, h

o
w

ev
er, an

d
 

w
henever it cam

e to him
. 

' T
o
 th

e fo
rm

er h
ead

 o
f th

e F
ed

eral 
C

o
m

m
u

n
icatio

n
s C

o
m

m
issio

n
, it is 

crystal clear w
hat the P

resident did: 
• "H

e o
rd

ered
 M

r. (Jo
h
n
) D

ean
 to

 g
o
 

to
 'C

am
p
 D

av
id

 an
d
 p

rep
are a w

ritten
 

rep
o
rt o

n
 th

e m
atter . . . H

e o
rd

ered
 

A
ttb

rn
ey

 G
en

eral R
ich

ard
 G

. K
lein

-
d
ien

st to
 rep

o
rt d

irectly
 to

 th
e P

resi-
dent on any W

hite H
ouse involvem

ent 
t'. . H

e instructed all W
hite H

ouse staff 
m

em
bers, including M

r. D
ean, to tes-

tify
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 g

ra
n

d
 ju

ry
 . . . a

n
d

 
the,  S

en
ate W

aterg
ate C

o
m

m
ittee . . . 

H
e. receiv

ed
 o

ffers o
f resig

n
atio

n
s 

fro
th

 H
. R

. H
ald

em
an

 an
d
 Jo

h
n
 D

. 
E

hrlichm
an, w

hich he later accepted." 
, B

u
rch

's rep
o
rt, lik

e th
e P

resid
en

t's 
o

w
n

 statem
en

t p
rio

r to
 th

e release o
f 

th
e ed

ited
 tran

scrip
t, tries to

 sh
o

w
 

th
at th

e P
resid

en
t really

 w
an

ted
 to

 
k

n
o

w
, an

d
 to

 m
ak

e k
n

o
w

n
, th

e tru
th

 
ab

o
u

t th
e W

aterg
ate b

u
rg

lary
 an

d
 th

e 
cover-up attem

pt. 
B

ut look at the thing in context. T
he 

tran
scrip

ts sh
o

w
 th

at o
n

 	
arch

 2
1
, 

d
u
rin

g
 a d

iscu
ssio

n
 o

f v
ario

u
s ' e s 

fo
r d

ealin
g
 w

ith
 th

e W
aterg

ate C
o
m

-
m

ittee, th
e g

ran
d
 ju

ry
 an

d
 w

h
at to

 d
o
 

if E
. H

ow
ard H

unt should spill his guts 
to Judge S

irica, the P
resident did pro-

p
o
se th

at D
ean

 p
rep

are a w
ritten

 re-
port. 

B
ut the P

resident m
ade clear that he 

w
an

ted
 a rep

o
rt "w

h
ich

 is v
ery

 g
en

-
eral, understand .. . that w

here specif-
ics are co

n
cern

ed
, m

ak
e it v

ery
 g

en
-

eral, y
o

u
r in

v
estig

atio
n

 o
f th

e case," 
A

n
d

 th
e reaso

n
 fo

r th
e g

en
eral rep

o
rt 

w
a
s
 m

a
d

e
 c

le
a
r a

 b
it la

te
r b

y
 

B
y
 G

eo
ffrey

 M
o
ss 

E
h
rlich

m
an

: "T
h
e P

resid
en

t is in
 a 

stro
n

g
er p

o
sitio

n
 later if h

e can
 b

e 
show

n to have justifiably relied on you 
at this point in tim

e." 
T

h
e n

ex
t d

ay
, th

e P
resid

en
t ag

ain
 

m
a
d
e
 c

le
a
r th

e
 so

rt o
f re

p
o
rt h

e
 

/

w
an

ted
. "Y

o
u
 co

u
ld

 w
rite it in

 a w
ay

 
th

at y
o

u
 say

 th
is rep

o
rt w

as n
o

t co
m

-
m

en
t o

n
 et cetera, et cetera, b

u
t 'I 

h
av

e rev
iew

ed
 th

e reco
rd

, M
r. P

resi-
dent, and w

ithout at all com
prom

ising 
th

e rig
h

ts o
f d

efen
d

an
ts an

d
 so

 fo
rth

, 
som

e of w
hom

 areon appeal, here are 
th

e facts w
ith

 reg
ard

 to
 m

em
b
ers o

f 
the W

hite H
ouse staff, et cetera, et cet-

era th
at y

o
u
 ask

ed
 m

e ab
o
u
t ..." 

D
o

es th
at so

u
n

d
 lik

e an
 o

rd
er to

 
lau

n
ch

 an
 in

v
estig

atio
n
 an

d
 m

ak
e an

 
im

partial report? O
r does it sound like 

a p
lo

y
 to

 in
d

icate th
at th

e P
resid

en
t 

k
n

ew
 less th

an
 h

e in
 fact d

id
? 

S
im

ilarly
, th

e o
rd

er to
 K

lein
d
ien

st 
to

 rep
o

rt to
 th

e P
resid

en
t an

y
 ev

id
en

ce 
of W

hite H
ouse involvem

ent, com
es off 

in
 th

e B
u
rch

 article as a d
eterm

in
atio

n
 

o
n
 th

e p
art •o

f th
e P

resid
en

t to
 d

eal 
firm

ly
 w

ith
 a

n
y

 m
isc

re
a
n

ts o
n

 h
is 

staff. 
B

u
t in

 a M
arch

 2
8

 telep
h

o
n

e call, 
E

h
rlich

m
an

 tells 
K

lein
d

ien
st: "O

k
ay

, 
n

o
w

, th
e P

resid
en

t said
 fo

r m
e to

 say
 

th
is to

 y
o

u
. T

h
at th

e b
est in

fo
rm

atio
n

 
h
e h

ad
 is that neither D

ean nor H
alde-

m
an

 n
o
r (C

h
arles) C

o
lso

n
 n

o
r I n

o
r 

an
y
b
o
d
y
 in

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se h

ad
 an

y
 

p
rio

r k
n

o
w

led
g

e o
f th

is b
u

rg
lary

. H
e 

said
 th

at h
e's co

u
n
tin

g
 o

n
 y

o
u
 to

 p
ro

-
v

id
e h

im
 w

ith
 an

y
 in

fo
rm

atio
n

 to
 th

e 
contrary if it ever turns up . . ." 

E
arlier in that sam

e conversation, in 
a d

iscu
ssio

n
 o

f w
h
at to

 d
o
 ab

o
u
t S

en
. 

L
ow

ell W
eicker, w

ho had been asking 
to

u
g

h
 q

u
estio

n
s d

u
rin

g
 th

e S
en

ate 
W

atergate hearings, the A
ttoney G

en-
eral g

iv
es a clu

e as to
 h

is im
p

artial-
ity

. "W
e ju

st m
ig

h
t n

o
t w

an
t to

 alien
-

ate h
im

," say
s K

lein
d

ien
st. " . . . I 

th
in

k
 in

 th
e lo

n
g
 ru

n
, w

e m
ig

h
t n

eed
 

this guy's vote." 
Q

u
estio

n
: W

as th
is an

 effo
rt to

 "g
et 

th
e tru

th
 o

u
t," o

r w
as it an

 effo
rt o

n
 

th
e p

art o
f th

e P
resid

en
t to

 k
eep

 in
-

form
ed, so he could keep him

self clear 
of the scandal? 

A
s to

 th
e resig

n
atio

n
s o

f h
is to

p
 

aides, the transcripts m
ake unm

istaka-
b
le w

h
at w

as clear all alo
n
g
: th

at th
e 

o
u

ste
rs w

e
re

 n
o

t p
u

n
ish

m
e
n

t fo
r 

w
rongdoing but a public relations gam

-
b

it calcu
lated

 to
 tak

e th
e p

ressu
re o

ff 
th

e P
resid

en
t, b

y
 g

iv
in

g
 th

e illu
sio

n
 

that he w
as taking forthright action. 

B
u
rc

h
 re

a
d
 th

e
 tra

n
sc

rip
ts a

n
d
 

reached an "obvious" conclusion: "T
he 

P
resid

en
t h

ad
 n

o
 p

rio
r k

n
o

w
led

g
e o

f 
the break-in nor any part in its cover-
up." 

I read
 th

e sam
e th

in
g

 an
d

 reach
 a 

c
o

n
c
lu

sio
n

 th
a
t se

e
m

s a
t le

a
st a

s 
obvious: T

he P
resident m

ight not have 
know

n about the cover-up until M
arch 

2
1
. B

u
t after th

at, h
e b

ecam
e an

 in
te-

gral part of it. 


