
5/18/73 
Dear Bud, 

In the few minutes before your face shines on the tube, a report and a request. 
If Jim has not told pa, I was in New York last week, mostly to try to collect 

some of what is overdue me. In a couple of places I made a bit pf progress on my own. 
Apparently the long silence from the lawyer I had was because he was disbarred for a 
yery human, warm but improper thing he did. In two areas :here he is fendliar, a frined 
is trying to pick up some of the pieces for me. 

I did not have time for much looking around for a market for a Watergate booke As 
you probably realize from the message Tim gave you, I consider that I have enough of 
what has not been reported to give me Aew material. I would also handle it as nobody 
else of whom I know would. I think this makes a responsJble book possible. That is quite 
separate from publication. Prospects there are not really good at this moment. For the 
most part, responsible publishers fear that the. bantam "special" will skim the market's 
cream. They assumed the "special" before news of it leaked. The only other book of which 
I know that I would regard as a substantial work will be by Bob and Carl, a hardback for 
Simon and Schuster. The rest are the merchantable crap. In them, if not in all, McCord 
and his former associates will emerge as villains, if my estimate of what is coming is 
correct. This is not the case with the book I have started without a home for it. A 
friend is seeking that hone for me. 

Besides, the way the system works, people like the heCords must be presented as 
evil as possible for tiose with greater guilt to be presented with less than they should 
bear. Thus you found the liberals rather than the conservatives probing for ways of 
sheltering Nixon as soon as he could not be separated. 

You know me well enough to know that I will not write what I do not believe and will 
not do what I think is wrong. So, I tell you that not only do I not intend to present 
these men as villains, with one exception (not McCord), but I seek McCord's help, to 
the degree that he can provide it without in any way endangering any of his legal rights, 
to this end. I do not think there is or can be any conflict, but you and he should judge 
that. Aside from this, all I would noir ask of him has to do with biographical data, again 
not probing, the regular stuff. In part this is because I have the feeling that he fit 
least in those seven. If he is aware of any inaccurate reporting of the arrests, I'd 
welcome correction. I do not plan for that or the crime itself to be the big thing-in 
this book, but they cant be ignored. I want to treat them in as little space as is 
possible while giving a full enough account. 

For now, this, really, is all. There may be one other thing for the future, after I have the draft of the book completed. I believe that all these men really believe that 
what they were doing was a patriotic thing. I have no doubt of this at all. I might 
want to be able to present their views of this in an appendix, in their own words.I 
mean by this without editing, what they really thought. What this can mean for them is 
that without cross-examination and separated from the details of the crime, they will 
have a chance to record their own selfejustificatioes. I do not know how many if any 
will assent to thise  but I plan to make the offer. You have not been with me on my 
investigations when I interview. Invariabi I put the control of the tape recorder in 
the hands or under the control of the intreviewee. After all these years, there had 
been no single complaint. 

If AcCord is willing but has doubts, he is welcome to come up Rnri  read what I have 
written, so he can see the kind of book I plan. As of today I've roughed out the opening, 
made a longer start in the Heat part, and have several letters explaining what I have in 
mind to the friend who is trying for me. 

Here the clock caught me at 10 a.m. 




