
B
y Jam

es K
. W

. A
therton—

T
he W

ashington P
ost 

S
en. L

ow
ell P

. W
eicker charges W

hite H
ouse 'sm

ear' to im
pede S

enate probe. 

W
E

IC
K

E
R

, F
rom

 A
l 

source, 
W

eicker said, told 
the reporters the story had 
no basis. 

O
n M

ay 3, W
eicker. con-

tinued, 
form

er presidential 
counsel D

ean inform
ed him

 
th

at th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se w

as 
attem

p
tin

g
 to

 "em
b
arass" 

him
, apparently a reference 

to
 th

e cam
p
aig

n
 co

n
trib

u
-

tions story. 
T

h
e C

o
n
n
ecticu

t sen
ato

r 
th

en
 read

 fro
m

 a tran
scrip

t 
of a tape-recorded conversa-
tio

n
 b

etw
een

 fo
rm

er p
resi-

d
e
n
tia

l d
e
p
u
ty

 Jo
h
n
 D

. 
E

h
rlich

m
an

 an
d
 fo

rm
er A

t-
to

rn
ey

 G
en

eral R
ich

ard
 G

. 
K

lein
d
ien

st in
 w

h
ich

 th
e 

tw
o

 m
en

 d
iscu

ssed
 W

eick
-

e
r's ro

le
 in

 th
e
 S

e
n

a
te

 
W

atergate invesitgation. 
T

he conversation, accord-
in

g
 to

 W
eick

er, to
o
k
 p

lace 
on M

arch 28, tw
o days after 

th
e sen

ato
r h

ad
 asserted

 in
 

p
ress statem

en
ts th

at P
resi-

d
en

t N
ix

o
n

's to
p

 ad
v

isers 
had condoned the use of po-
litical esp

io
n
ag

e d
u
rin

g
 th

e 
1
9
7
2
 cam

p
aig

n
. • 

In
 th

e co
n
v
ersatio

n
, E

h
rl-

ich
m

an
 is q

u
o
ted

 as tellin
g
 

K
leindienst: "W

ell, the P
res-

id
e
n
t's fe

e
lin

g
 is th

a
t it 

w
ouldn't be too bad for you 
your press conferences in 

th
e n

ex
t co

u
p
le o

f d
ay

s to
 

take a sw
ing at that and just 

say
 w

e co
n

tacted
 th

e sen
a-

to
r (W

eick
er) b

ecau
se w

? 
co

n
tin

u
e to

 ex
ercise d

ili-
g

e
n

c
e
 in

 th
is th

in
g

 a
n

d
 

w
e're d

eterm
in

ed
 to

 track
 

d
o
w

n
 ev

ery
 lead

 • an
d
 it 

tu
rn

s o
u

t h
e
 (W

e
ic

k
e
r) 

doesn't have anything." 
W

e
ic

k
e
r th

e
n
 re

c
a
lle

d
 

earlier testim
o

n
y

 b
y

 D
ean

 
that

. E
h
rlich

m
an

 an
d
 fo

rm
-

er W
h

ite H
o

u
se ch

ief • o
f 

staff H
. R

. (B
ob) H

aldem
an 

h
ad

 d
ev

ised
 a strateg

y
 to

 
"restrain

 th
e in

v
estig

atio
n
" 

of the S
enate W

atergate 'com
-

m
ittee. 
In

 o
n
e o

f th
e few

 o
rato

ri-
cal flo

u
rish

es o
f th

e S
en

ate 
h
earin

g
s, W

eick
er th

6
n
 ac-

cu
sed

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se o

f 
co

n
tin

u
in

g
 attem

p
ts to

 im
-

pede the investigation —
 in-

clu
d
in

g
 attem

p
ts b

y
 C

o
lso

n
 

to
 "sm

e
a
r" th

e
 se

n
a
to

rs -
and said: 

"L
et's p

u
t it th

is w
ay

 . • . 
T

h
ere are g

o
in

g
 to

 b
e n

o
 

m
o

re th
reats, n

o
 in

tim
id

a-
tion, no innuendo, no w

ork-
in

g
 th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e p
ress to

 g
o
 

ahead and destroy the credi-
b
ility

 o
f in

d
iv

id
u
als. If th

e 
executive branch of govern-
m

e
n
t w

a
n
ts to

 m
e
e
t th

e
 

standards that the A
m

erican 
p

e
o

p
le

 se
t fo

r it in
 th

e
ir 

m
ind then the tim

e has com
e 

to
 sto

p
 re

a
c
tin

g
 a

n
d
 sto

p
 

playing this type of a gam
e, 

an
d
 eith

er d
isav

o
w

 it co
m

-
p
le

te
ly

 o
r m

a
k
e
 th

e
 v

e
ry

 
sp

e
c
ific

 c
h
a
rg

e
s th

a
t a

p
-

p
aren

tly
 are b

ein
g

 leak
ed

 
o
u
t eith

er ag
ain

st th
e co

m
-

m
ittee m

em
b
ers, o

r ag
ain

st 
th

e w
itn

esses ap
p

earin
g

 b
e-

fore this com
m

ittee." 
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W
eicker C

harges W
hite H

ouse Sm
ear 

B
y C

arl B
ernstein and B

ob W
oodw

ard 
W

ashington P
ost S

taff W
riters 

S
en. L

ow
ell P

. W
eicker (R

-C
onn.) charged yesterday 

that the W
hite H

ouse had attem
pted to "sm

ear" him
 

p
erso

n
ally

 as p
art o

f a co
n
tin

u
in

g
 effo

rt to
 im

p
ed

e 
the S

enate W
atergate com

m
ittee's investigation. H

e 
called on S

pecial P
rosecutor A

rchibald C
ox to investi-

gate the m
atter for possible crim

inal action. 
A

 spokesm
an for C

ox said last night that W
eicker's 

charges w
ill be investigated. F

ederal sources reported 
that C

ox's office already is investigationg allegations, 
so

m
e o

f th
em

 m
ad

e b
y

 fo
rm

er p
resid

en
tial co

u
n

sel 
John W

.. D
ean III, that the W

hite H
ouse attem

pted to 
interfere, perhaps illegally, w

ith the S
enate com

m
it-

tee's investigation. 
S

p
ecifically

, W
eick

er ch
arg

ed
 y

esterd
ay

 th
at a 

form
er presidential aide had been asked by the W

hite 
H

ouse to develop and dissem
inate false inform

ation 
th

at th
e sen

ato
r accep

ted
 im

p
ro

p
er co

n
trib

u
tio

n
s in

 
his 1970 election cam

paign in C
onnecticut. 

In
 th

e p
ast sev

eral d
ay

s, W
eick

er said
 later, a re-

porter w
hom

 he did not nam
e w

as inform
ed by form

er 
W

hite H
ouse special counsel C

harles W
. C

olson that 
W

eicker had im
properly handled contributions• to his 

1970 cam
paign. 

W
eick

er said
 h

e first learn
ed

 o
f su

ch
 alleg

atio
n
s 

on A
pril 10, w

hen an unnam
ed source told him

 that he 
h
ad

 b
een

 ask
ed

 b
y
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se to

 d
ev

elo
p
 in

-
form

ation, that W
eicker im

properly handled contribu-
tions in 1970. 

W
eicker declined to identify the source, but federal 

and S
enate investigators said the person w

as form
er 

W
hite H

ouse aide Jack G
leason, w

ho w
orked on cam

- 
paign financing m

atters for the W
hite H

ouse in 1970. 
W

eicker said yesterday that the source hos inform
a-

tion 
h
ad

 tu
rn

ed
 d

o
w

n
 th

e alleg
ed

 ap
p

ro
ach

 b
y

 th
e 

W
hite H

ouse and had also been asked by several m
em

-
b
ers o

f th
e p

ress to
 co

n
firm

 th
at th

e 
sen

ato
r 

had 
im

p
ro

p
erly

 h
an

d
led

 
cam

paign 
contributions. 

T
he 

See W
E

IC
K

E
R

, A
7, C

ol. 1 



By James K. W. Atherton—The Washington Post 
John Dean holds document as he awaits next question from Senate select Watergate committee yesterday afternoon. 



BY James K. W. Atherton—The Washington Post 
Sen. Weicker calls on prosecutor Cox to probe 'smear' 


