Dear Dick, 6/18/74
Progress reports, with more cave in addressinge

Howard phoned me last nighte He has returned fron arranging for his accomodationg
for his first year in law school. Irrelevant but for your information, when someone at
Liprincott heard he has a JFK book coming out this fall they asked for paperback rights
merely on an editor's description. He has completed & thesis into which I steered him
which is o definiterdccount of the early days of the Cold War, something really new on it.
It should #mke & good book with litile or no editing and he has already submitted it
under the contract. “e has no agent.

He has compleféd nuch more than we will be able to use by way of rearranging the
transcriph, has them all or elmost all pasted up, and we will get together next week
to do two things: xerox and send you a copy; and cut and then fit whai you want, the
Juxtaposed quotes.

He and 1 have both assmebled what we believe will be cnough of the official
version s to be jumbaposed, so that also can be facsimile, Where we do not have them I
bave leard where all arc available at little cost, We will giso be going over the
very considerable file I have from which to draw, f we £ind what we think we should
use and do no’s hive those originals we will then proceed to get them. In short, not bad
progress, mnore than you can use, and more than enough for you to give to your college—
professor friend you said you would use for the final cutting, Perhaps we will zive you
all, uncuk, ac you will have with the xXeroxes, so you and prof can make final decisions
without our judgement intruding. Pore work but makes for possibility of better final
producte.

From now until Honday ioward will be fini{sing up whet he can prior te coming here,
He'll be here all next week, I have to be away next Wednesday only. If you or your prof
want 4o come and go over this with us and Xim let me know what juxtapositicnal material
you will still want I can get and send that ahd give vhat Howard and I have, with the
%ﬁ_c_;;gg_ texts I hgve bought to go with the Bantam cooies we used for the rough worko

I bought three, two for cutting up for shooting because both sides are printec anc
one for emerguncies. This is much cheaper, easier end faster than xevoxing from one. )

toward hes a subject, which you may remember is my concept insbead of chgfter,
headin: for one group thove you like as much as I do, "Le Presidency, c'est foil
I think we can find o&SufE quotes if you'd like them, Nixon giving us titles. -

I have been solic:.tinc}/opinmn about the proposed title, Yhe Sayings of Chairmsn
Richard. There seems o bela feeling by the seriocus-minded that soue students may not
tzke the title as 2 spoof and will think the whole thing is irresponsible by this
misapprehension. I suggest a subtitled like Nixon v Nixon, I still think the cover should
use the pgesidential seal, as I did with the government's on the Whitewash cover -nd
with it cotabliched the right,

Every spare minube is on the Watergate book and it is coming along. 184 say whgt
I have onp paper, unread, will retype into not less than 200 double-spaced pages. I
have been ripped off. I dondt know all that has been tasken but it includes an enfire
envelope of unpublished Senate/CIA/White House secret documents, I have adequate notes
on the most essential. I may be able to replace them but not easily. I'1l try. Some
tepes of interviews are also gonee This has never happened before so I report it as a
change that may reflsct a different kind of interest in me2 Two ovérnight guests, one a
friend the other a trusted reporter, are the only possibilities other than a bag job when
I was away., 1 dnn t know how, but I suspect fron some of the reporters whe were not -ble
te use what I tried 4o feed them long ago, before I started writing, a ﬂember of the
Judiciary (Impeachment) Committee has called to ask for help and is coming. “his confronts
me with the old problem of giving away free what I have worked so hard ani so long to
obtain, I guess that I'11 have to be a citizen first agein, but with no underwriting it



is not a pleasant way for the destitute to live or work, However, if he is interested in
what = heve and can hold off using it, 1t could help a book much, Egpecially if I believe
and as I believe this rip-off reflects I have what could make a or the difference, That
this Urngressman eslled personally, not through his secretary, and spoke elliptically,
without cuing on that from us, nmakes me beldieve he used other than his resuler office
phon: and wnderstands the realitiess I know little about hinm.

Something truly extracrdinary has happened on JFK worke I have obvained something
i have been trying to get as long as I heve known you. It 4: fantastic! Pirst of all
it is merchantable, it is a TOP SECRET transeript, with that stamp on every page. Lts
contents are even today like nothing I've ever seen, I'11 not 80 into detail exzcept to
say that it is the ultimate on the CIA, FBI, Hoover and Dulles, and all from the horses'
mouths - thei own words never expected to be seen, i+ also should be enouch to ehd the
official mythology aboul the assassination by what it says of the character of the none
investigation ‘and with intent} and of the fact suppressed, Bud Fensterwald and Jin
Lesar, two lawyers with whom I work, plus another lawyer, came here and read it over
the weekend, A1l agree hat 1t would uake an exceptions sook 1f deone in feesimilc, My
idea is extra cool, with & short foreword on the :jtr-azm%'ipt; onc on the seeret documents
with which I will illuminate, unpublished seeret decunmentss and one on some nonesecret
documents tha* ore entirely mﬂ.nmm[ They ar trying o arrange the financing fov an
instant underground book, We are g11 certain that if novhere else there will bhe a residual
sale in colieges for years. We all believe that if it can be done fast enough, it could
iniluence current legislation and current court proceedings - Wotergate! (Bud represents
HeCord. ) Se, if I didn,t have toc much to do beiore...

There has been a Holiywood apuroach to me on my King sssassingtion work, I am %o
heer sorsthing today. +f this goes through there will be no problem in paying the printer,

I you have never assembled a book for offset, it is simple. Any commercial artist
car &o it, Your boy: could oace they ar. shoun how, I have simplificd it with blank sheets
printed with margins in a bluc color that the film doesnﬂt pick up.

Hastily,



