
Meta hors That Go the Hang Out Road' 
Everyone who has mucked through 

even parts of the Nixon Water-
gate :transcripts has remarked on 

'he immorality they expose. But the 
accompanying mindlessness seems to 
have been missed. Not just the lack of 
precise thought, but the lack of thoneht 
itself. This is the vacuum George Or-
well described when he wrote in "Poli-
tics and the English Languaste": "BY 
using stale metephorsi  similes and 
idioms . . . (one) is not really thinaing." 

For example: Nixon talks to Dean 
about whether to pay blackmail. "if 
they, for example, say let's cut our 
losses and you say we are going down 
the road to see if we can cut our losses 
and no more blackmail and all the 
rest. And then the thing blows cutting 
Bob (Haldeman) and the rest to pieces 
..." The "they" is not identified, nor is 
the machine that after reaning lenses 
goes down the road with a bang. 

Nixon and Dean again, in one of 
the finest passages in the whole 1,308 
pages, are pure Pirandello: 

Nixon:Is it too late to go the hang 
out road? 

Dean: Yes, I think it is. Ile hang 
out road. 

Nixon: The hang out road. 
Dean: It was kicked around, Bob 

and I and - - -. 
Nixon: Ehrlichman always felt it 

should be hang out. 
These men are not talking about get-

ting into their car and driving to a 
friendly bar. Remove the stale meta-
phor and they are saying: 

Nixon: is it too late to tell the truth? 
Dean: Yes. 
That says it all. To quote Orwell's es-

say again: 'When one watches swot 
tired hack repeating the fAth"*„. 
phrases .. . one often has 4 ettrionS 
feeling that one is not watching a live 
human being, but some kind of 
dummy." 
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The tapes are crammed with Mixed; 
dull metaphors that scream the ab,  
sence of thought. Dean tells the Presi-
dent that he can pers'uade the Cabinet 
that Haldeman and Ehrlichman • are 
innocent: "Like we were selling Whea-
ties ..." Nixon replies: The problem 
that you have are these mine fields On 
down the road." Some poor drummer 
from General Mills is going to lose his 
foot? On dealing with the Erwin com-
mittee Nixon muses: "I do think Klein-
dienat has got to take up the leading 

The writer is Washington 
ii, or 	f: 

oar on this business of Weicker right 
away?' What does he do with the 
raised oar? Hit the senator? 

ja. Nixon waves his mixed metaphor 
4 wand at jude,e Sirira: "The Judge . , . 

is the big white knight now. :Eels 
clean as a hounds toes h." lie ponders 
whether Haldeman should make a pub-
lie statement: " ... Bob, the forthcom-
ing thing which I think I tilted against 
--I think. I am now tilting for." ill the 
grand jury indictments stoic. at John 

Mitchell' Nixon wonders. " . _ if they 
get a hell of a big fish that Is going to 
take a lot of the fire out of this thing 
. .. "---particularly if the former Attor-
ney General is still wet when they 
throw him on the'ebals. 

Orwell wrote: "The great enemy e: 
clear language is insincerity." 

Later in the tapes the charred fish 
turns into an infection and a house 
cleaning problem. Nixon tells Ehrlich-
man: "It e have to prick the boil and 
take the heat." Ehrllehman, a hard 
ball player in the world of mixed 
metaphor, replies: ". . . the idea is, 
this will prick the boil. It may not. The 
history of this thing has to be, though. 
that you do not tuck this under the 
rug." Grandmother told me a strip of 
carpet worn around the neck at night 
cures carbuncles. Ehrfichrnen is always 
"stonewalling" people and "running 
out the bottom line."' He advises 
Haldeman: "The President has backed 
off his rock solid poettion.h.nand per-
hops landed or his (expletive deleted)? 
Discussing who . was responsible for  
paying the hush money lie says: s 
The eel:,; in e Li. !he key Y.  ap In the; 

i poaket." 
te tll ithrliehman - tell the truth be: 

.,:t* 	'i , , 	Ere 1. 	Committee? lie 
11 nr,. **foil nik me, Do' .I  - nitie': 

now"' ?.1N f,','Illig about this •.,oatiole 
thin; is that ss.. ought to b-" looking at 
ewes s nook .. ni enema ior every cfc-
vise that tines is to be forthcomingn' 

so rresidalo and his advisers spout -  
,o inocl; 'low rut the taper. oing over 
the same sreund -betause they 'cannot 
v\.,.r talk meaningfully To each other. I 
ani open I ,  remised Of Instnare, where 
the military were not just lying to the 
press, but, far more fatally, to them- 
selves.  

r.hrlichir.an  talks of protecting the 
• 'Inn -What T am getting at here 

is :0 iiisulatasayea, number ore. To 
ends: you appear r: no Ahead of the 
em.- :r - carve 	nut in flying the 

	

dliner04.01 	;lee 	to appear 
abeod of the pone.- serve. Dire is be-
hind but son.e key 111:"Artunt, 71.  is lying. 
There will probably h‘ 	crash; per- 
haps into, a VOLIV‘vall. 	Will hang 
eqttelawly and mired with bits of ma-
chine, tin down the road. 

OCeatifiCtIVIlly the blurring of thought 
by . junky metaphor becomes almost 
conseloug„ Nixon, Ehrlichman and 
Haldeman discuss how John Mitchell 
should testify hefore the grand jury. 

Nixon: " 	Dees Mitchell come in 
and say .'"1‘. 	ernory was at fault. I 
Iied?" 
41mile 	 can't 	that 

tHenstays 
Nixon: 
	„ 0 

	

V. nee:ea 	ending I 
May hay,,. 	 f ,isle fer this; I 

r did not real. regret It  
te. They were, ize v. hat 

4.7,,Plis anti t we were 
(,carpe;; 

Haldenli:.;. 	Ito so, H„; mums, 
14ed 	 :be); bought oranges." 

TratislAri; , ,,  lie said kelp new,- 
Paper clips ea the f)ernocrats and they 
bugged the Watergate, 

The :,iressure tetilds and Nilsen le 
ferted to eo puelse"; make a state-
merit Swine 
tion. Which inilefact°1„"bcieuettiie id  nanot11:71ainduget 
Nixon ; "Yeab--the President has--the 
President on March II has nutlet-taken 
a;personal investigation—you know 
hob underttlttrtt his own personal in- 

a.. There 	moments when tritth, 
forees it...,  way up through the layers o 

cf. metaphor. At one point the Presi. 

	

trying t 	Henn-y Peter. 
tn; prosseute 	r i att,i IIalde- 

'tiirlielliriango, '1 dor.i't like 
to ut`th three 	them in the same 

Pg'e"le'44.:'rseltii4,..11;lePkriiAiciperit.hti, 	meta. 
e'plaor.. 	rterddent, wlis do you not 

like to put tin-ii. lit tile same bag? You 
don-  ills! to 11u t, Cat 	the same bag 
b(feouse lisndernan

,.
and Ehrlichman 

nutt: and you -" 
hast, the trapped 

Preaiderit intersu els, "It Isn't that." 
In the seal, even the stale metapha 

were mini.. ficldh. 


