" about whether to pay blackmail,

&

* goes down the road with a ban;

‘ phrases L

- For example: ‘-'Nkon talk

they, for example, say let's cut our
losses and yon say we are going down
‘the road to see if we can cut oyr losses
and no more blackmail and Bl the
rest. And then the thing blows eutiing
Bob (Haldeman) and the rest ta pieces

" The “they” is not 1dent1ﬁed, nor is
tbe machine that after reaping. losses

.. Nixon and Dean ‘again, m one of
the finest passages in the whole 1,308
pages, are pure Pirandello: =

Nixon: Is it too late o go the hw
out road?

Yes, I think it 18
out road.

The hang out road.
1t was kitked around, Bob
and [and - - -,

Ehrlichman always felt it
should be hang out.

These men are not talking about get-
ting into their car and driving to a
friendly bar. Remove the stale m
phor and they are saying:

Dean: Y The hang

Nixon:
Dean:

Nixon:

Nixon: is it toe late to tell tha,h’ﬁﬁ:? :

Dean: Yes. L
That says it all. To quote Orwell’s es-

say again: “When one watelmg aﬁ;ﬁ&
tired . haek repeating the .

human being, but
dummy.”

“The tapes are crammed W
dull metaphors that seream the ab:
sence of thought. Dean tells the Presi-

nt that he can persuade the Cabinet

some kim{ “of

that Ialdeman and Ehrlichman ars .

nnocent: “Like we were selling Whea-
ties ...” Nixon replies: “The problem

'that you have are these mine fieldson
down the road.” Some poor drummer

from General Mills is going to lose his
foot? On dealing with the Erwin com-
mittee Nixon muses: “1 do think Klein-

dienst has got to take up the leading

one often has a curious
feeling that one is not watching a hw.

éd;‘

mg t- e
c}ean a5 a hmmda thoth? H ,Wi}dﬁm

whether Haldeman ghould make a pub-

- He statement: “. .- Bob, the forthoom-
ing thing »\hmh Ithink I tihed against
~~I think. I am now tilting for.” Will the
grand jury indielments stw at Jobn
Mitchell? Nixon wonders: ... if they
get a hell of a big: fish that is go!m, to
{ take a lot of the fire out of thig thing
e "»~partxznlarlv if the former Attor-
ney General is still wet when thes
throw him on thecoals. :

Orwell wrote: “The great cnem& of
clear language is ifisincerity,”

Later in the tapes the charred fxsh
turns into an infection and a house
cleaning problem. Nixon tells Ehrlich-

! man: “We have to prick the boil and
take the heat” Ehrlichman, @ hard
ball rmver in the world of mixed
metaphor, replies: % ., . the ides is,
this will prick the boil. It may nof. The
history of this thing has to be, though,
that you do not tuck this under the

" Grandmother told me a strip of
carpet worn around the neck 2t night
cures carbunclés. Ehriichman izm
“stonewalling” people ’ad
out’ the bottom line” He !ﬁvisns
. Haldeman: “The. Presideut*@u iucked
off his roek solid posttion ¥’ pér

“haps landed on hts wxpietive égiemd)”q G

~-Diseussing - who -
‘paying the hmk '
§ The \Aﬂn ing n *h(‘
i pa} at.”

fure  ihr Krvin . Commilt e
answers: Vou ngk<me, ‘Do 1 cave’
now? Ax  feeling about this “wheie
thing is that wo mxght to ha hmk'ing at
every nook aud efBnny for dvery de-

vice that the.s is . fo be. fortheoming™

: E‘Mﬁ.aj mr pmwr ciurve. . One is ‘be- |

e ;t:é;m will i“ v}ba"iﬂy,

by
; mnm:im
Hs

Yill Bhrliehmans tv?} the. tmth Be- =

i T
ﬁhﬁn *Mz Presideni, why. do 3@%

é&ngrz ot atti

e key instrument is Iyl

imo a stonew On
mdy ’iﬂu mi.’ ﬁl},

\ixan; :
n éiseusa

g ‘Nixnn' .
;andssav “Mv ¢
he, e

regret it very i
ize what thev
g\&‘e were, lalking
u:mrxf;ee, )

_Haidema:;u ! 1hink
i’z,ﬁé'mzx>§es and they s
“Prankiation e xa&d\kem news-

paper clips on the Democrais and they
huggm the Watergate,

The pressure builds snd Nixon I8
io;ctd to “vo publie’ make 8 state-
ment saving ne condugted an investiga.
ﬁ\qnwuh}‘ in fact he did not. conduet

Nikon : “Yeah—the President Has—the

szdeut a1 Ma!‘cn 21 hllimd riaker

16 | zsderi Jk»n his_own. pm @

: 1011

mmayhm i.« ohe pointthe Presi-
is treing Ln Dressure Hanry

+ b me b1

sident and . his advisers spend
time on the tapes going over

even talk meaningfully to each other, I
am often reunded of Vidinam. where
the military were not jusi Iying t6 the
. press, but, far more fatally, to them-
selves. o

the same ground ‘bétause they tupnot:

‘like toput then in the same bag? . You
don't Hike to-put U om in the same bag

":’hécmfs:é, Ha! deman and” Ehriichman
d }*”‘ £ tast

id 1k avnute and yw"“”
iwn't that” the tl‘w
Preame‘m ine :m ots, “it isn’t that.

In the eud, even the stale mm

were mine fields. :
A

BNEL




