
STChronicie -  
What He Said Then .  

Editor — It is more than 
Ironic that President Nixoit: 
vehement advocate of exert; 
privilege,. confidentiality, and' te , . 
withholding of documents i.,  r 
name of national security, ha ..- 
1974 abandoned entirely the c: 
tion staked out on the sublect s 
such fervor by Senator Mk 
1951. 

In 1951 the Korean war 'f 
and American casualties h-iounfr,. -  
with no end in sight. Republica' 
politicians, including most pron-
nently Senators Knowland, Jenne., 
McCarthy, and Nixon, demanded a 
full-scale congressional investiga-
tion of the Truman Administra ,  
tion's conduct of affairs in Knr.c.,a 
and the Far East. 

They repeatedly accused Pre-:. 
dent Truman of a pattern of 
ing, selecting and omitting of the 
documentary record .so that tt e 
heroic. General M a c At- t IVIV■id,5 
made to look bad and the'TI.,rricx 
Administration good. Truman 'r 
claims that considerations: of rd-
tionat security requires! tr,e Pri::;, ' 
dent to be the Judge of what infr-- 
mation rhight :-.0..&sclosed wt: re 
brushed aside by Mr. :NiXori',.h-;  

f tlassified ciocomeris are nos 
On April 22, 195:1, -1.d';'"Cerf,,i- nly 

favor." 

be made public the ':urrirrefeas .r. 
Congress and tke Am2ricariTe-op' ,.: 
snout(' be entrred to ,,ee riot .etrof 
thd5o dotorneri 	,„-:...H rnigh:V t4 --. 

Hect a,g,,,dst M,.,... 	n, out ;,i.... 
those whicii m-ght it's 	in . 

with . 	rrs i deraPe ificlignat•:',7. 
Mr Nixon concluded; ''The rw 
test for classifving .,•ccret dc--..- 
ments now seems to be 
whether the publication of a e,,:u-. 

Iment would affect the securty r3f.  
!the nation, but whether it wou' i 
affect the political security of til,,-. 

t Administreinn." 
DWIGHT JAMES S'1MPSON. 

San Francisco 


