
R
ow

land E
vans and R

o
b
ert N

o
va

k 

M
r. F

ord's A
dvisers: G

en. H
aig M

ust G
o 

A
n
 u

rg
e
n
t fe

e
lin

g
 b

y
 P

re
sid

e
n
t 

F
o
rd

's clo
sest aid

es th
at G

en
. A

lex
-

.
 

an
d
er H

aig
 m

u
st b

e rem
o
v
ed

 as h
is 

th
ief o

f staff so
o
n
--p

erh
ap

s im
m

ed
i-

ately—
liit fever pitch in tw

o backstage 
developm

ents last T
hursday. 

i:

_
 D

ev
elo

p
m

en
t N

o
. 1

: H
aig

 en
tered

 
the O

val O
ffice w

ith a oom
m

ission for 
1)/Ir. F

ord to sign nom
inating P

at B
u-

chanan, R
ichard M

. N
ixon's longtim

e • 
b
o
litical ad

v
iser an

d
 sp

eech
w

riter, as 
am

b
assad

o
r to

 S
o
u
th

 A
frica. D

esp
ite 

liaig
's ferv

en
t •arg

u
m

en
ts, th

e P
resi-

dent delayed his decision. 
D

ev
elo

p
m

en
t N

o
. 2

: T
h
e G

en
eral 

S
e
rv

ic
e
s A

d
m

in
istra

tio
n
 w

a
s in

-
structed by H

aig deputy Jenry Jones to 
'M

ove furniture into tw
o E

xecutive O
f-

. W
hite

H
ee B

u
ild

in
g
 su

ites n
ex

t d
o
o
r to

 th
e 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se fo

r tw
o
 ex

-N
ix

o
n
 aid

es 
in

 S
an

 C
lem

en
te: R

o
o
m

 3
5
2
 fo

r 
ex-press secretary R

on Z
iegler; R

oom
 

3
4
8
 fo

r ex
-a.p

p
o
in

tm
en

ts secretary
 

S
teve B

ull. 
M

r. F
ord's ow

n aides w
ere thunder-

stru
ck

. T
h
ey

 v
iew

 B
u
ch

an
an

 as th
e 

sym
bol of bloody-nose N

ixon' politics 
w

ho undercut M
r. F

ord as V
ice P

resi-
dent and w

ho now
 should 'be rem

oved 
from

 governm
ent, not prom

oted to an 
em

bassy: A
s for Z

iegler, he is the bad 
old days 'incarnate w

ho, they vow
, w

ill 
never be perm

itted to return to W
hite 

H
ouse prem

ises even to olean up files. 
H

aig
's su

ccesses in
 th

e v
icio

u
s ri-

valry now
 sw

irling around the O
val O

f-
fice h

av
e led

 th
e th

in
 lin

e o
f to

tally
 

loyal F
ord aides to a grim

 conclusion. 
"T

he W
hite H

ouse staff run by H
aig is 

S
till functioning in the interests of R

ich-
ard N

ixon and the w
alking w

ounded of 
a lost w

ar," one F
ord m

an told us. 

T
h
at in

terp
retatio

n
 m

ak
es su

sp
ect 

H
aig's private recom

m
endation to the 

new
 P

resident for leniency to the old. 
T

h
o
u
g
h
 th

eir co
n
cern

 fo
r M

r. F
o
rd

 
m

ay distort their view
, these aides be-

liev
e H

aig
 m

u
st sh

are resp
o
n
sib

ility
 

fo
r in

accu
rate in

fo
rm

atio
n
 g

iv
en

 M
r. 

F
o
rd

 a m
o
n
th

 ag
o
 th

at S
p
ecial P

ro
se-

cu
to

r L
eo

n
 Jaw

o
n
sk

i h
ad

 ag
reed

 th
e 

W
hite H

ouse tapes w
ere N

ixon's legal 
property. 

If H
aig indeed has put N

ixon and his 
form

er aides above an undivided alle-
giance to P

resident F
ord, It is indefen-

sible. B
eyond residual loyalties, he is 

also playing the politicized general—
w

arning of right-w
ing R

epublican dis-
content, fighting the . P

resident's 'posi-
tio

n
 'o

n
 V

ietn
am

 am
n
esty

, u
n
d
ercu

t-1
 

ting S
ecretary of D

efense Jam
es S

chle-
singer. 

E
ven H

aig's roughest critics concede 
h
is u

n
iq

u
ely

 in
d
isp

en
sab

le serv
ice to

 
the nation in facilitating N

ixon's resig-
nation, thanking heaven it w

as A
l H

aig 
ra

th
e
r th

a
n
 R

o
n
 Z

ie
g
le

r to
 w

h
o
m

 
N

ixon gave unprecedented pow
er. T

hat 
is w

hy M
r. F

ord and his aides publicly 
an

d
 g

en
u
in

ely
 p

raised
 

H
aig

 in
 th

e 

O
ffice w

ith a com
m

is-
nom

inating P
at B

uch-
to

 S
o
u
th

 A
im

." 

early transition period. B
ut these sam

e 
aides now

 insist H
aig m

ust go.. 
H

aving served as de facto P
resident 

in the final m
onths of N

ixon's agony, 
H

aig
 co

n
tin

u
ed

 to
 w

ield
 aw

eso
m

e 
pow

er—
greater than m

any past P
resi-

d
en

ts—
after th

e F
o
rd

 su
ccessio

n
. In

 
h
is early

 d
ay

s as P
resid

en
t, M

r. F
o
rd

 
sig

n
ed

 th
e co

m
m

issio
n
 fo

r o
n
e p

resi-
dential appointm

ent given him
—

N
ixon 

style—
by H

aig w
ith no F

ord m
an even 

know
ing it. T

hat H
aig w

as fulfilling a 
com

m
itm

ent to 'his old boss is no ex-
cuse. 

O
ne incident a m

onth ago convinced 
som

e F
ord aides that H

aig w
as not in 

tune w
ith the new

 P
resident's ow

n in-
terests. H

e failed
 to

 w
arn

 M
r. F

o
rd

 
th

at six
 h

id
d
en

 m
icro

p
h
o
n
es, th

o
u
g
h
 

disconnected, rem
ained in the O

val O
f-

fice, theoretically a potential for bug-
ging the P

resident, T
hey w

ere not 
re

-
m

o
v
ed

 u
n
til a w

eek
 after M

r. F
o
rd

's 
A

ug. 12 pledge there w
ould be no m

ore 
electronic eavesdropping in the W

hite 
H

ouse. 
O

n a m
ore trivial level, H

aig ignored 
M

r. F
ord's desire to replace portraits 

in the C
abinet room

 of T
heodore R

oo- 

sev
elt an

d
 W

o
o
d
ro

w
 W

ilso
n
 (N

ix
o
n
 

favorite's) w
ith A

braham
 L

incoln and 
H

arry
 T

ru
m

an
 (F

o
rd

 fav
o
rites) u

n
til 

brought to his attention a third tim
e. 

C
oincidentally, L

incoln and T
rum

an 
w

ere M
r. F

o
rd

's m
o
d
els in

 p
o
st-w

ar 
am

n
esty

 g
ran

ts. W
h
en

 H
aig

 learn
ed

 
belatedly en route to C

hicago 'for the 
A

ug. 19 V
F

W
 convention that the P

res-
ident w

ould propose am
nesty, he pro-

tested and prophesied —
 inaccurately -

that the veterans w
ould boo him

. S
ince 

then, F
ord aides charge, H

aig has fun-
nelled anti-am

nesty sentim
ent into the 

O
v
al O

ffice an
d
 

o
v
erem

p
h
asized

 
the 

strength of protests• from
 the R

epubli-
can right. 

T
h
ey

 also
 b

eliev
e H

aig
 w

o
rk

ed
 u

p
 

M
r. F

ord about S
ecretary S

chlesinger's 
safeg

u
ard

s ag
ain

st m
ilitary

 tak
eo

v
er 

during the changing of the P
residents. 

T
h
ey

 say
 H

aig
, in

d
ig

n
an

t o
v
er criti-

cism
 of the m

ilitary, w
as the angry one 

—
not the P

resident. 
D

etailed
• m

em
o
s fro

m
 H

aig
's staff 

su
g
g
estin

g
 w

h
at M

r. F
o
rd

 sh
o
u
ld

 say
 

and do every hour of the day, a system
 

built by H
. R

. H
aldem

an for N
ixon, are 

view
ed as "insulting and dem

eaning" 
b
y
 o

n
e F

o
rd

 in
sid

er. T
h
ese m

em
o
s 

reach
 th

e P
resid

en
t ju

st b
efo

re an
 

event, som
etiovi bypassing veteran F

ord 
aide R

obert H
artm

ann until too late. 
H

artm
an

n
 an

d
 a h

an
d
fu

l o
f F

o
rd

 
m

en sim
ply cannot com

pete w
ith the 

H
aig system

. T
hus, they feel P

resident 
F

o
rd

 m
u
st cu

t lo
o
se A

l H
aig

. "U
n
til 

th
at h

ap
p
en

s," o
n
e aid

e said
, "th

e 
P

re
sid

e
n
t w

ill b
e
 th

e
 P

riso
n
e
r o

f 
Z

enda in his ow
n house." 
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"H
aig entered the O

val 
sion for M

r. F
ord to sign 

anan as am
bassador 


