27
. ‘f__/ '(0 TR .
P S N S Sl [ehel cioneet te o017

I
;

one that did not want to give out any press relese until the Commission had had a o
[{ thorough opportunity to review and (Ii:~,,c-us;s_ the FBI reporty (I noted that the report w s
ﬁ on his desk at the time of our meeting. ). o e T e 2= b i - o
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: I'had a long talk this morning with Congressiman Gerald R.\(Gerry) rd
(R. - Michigan) in his office. He asked that J come up to sce him, Upon arriving he !
told me he wanted to talk iy 1),

¢ Strictest of confidence, This was agreed to, oo
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Fﬁf{ Ford told me he was somewhat disturbed about e manner in which g

Chief Juslicéj‘\l.';n'ren Was carrying on his (.,‘hnmmnfship of the Presidential Connnission.; '

He explained that the first mistake that Warren made was his aftempt to establisy a -

''one man commission" Ly appointing a Chief Counsel, Wa rreh.‘@lney, that was his omkf-.,,

protege. Ford stated (| tafter the mention of Olney's name by the Chief Justice, at \*

their first meeting, Alle~n\Q\xlles, former Director of CIA, protesled quite violently, ™
€cause of Dulles! protest, the other members

told Warren that they would like to know
nore about Olney prior to giving their consent, | e N
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. On the occasion of their second meeting, Ford and 'H.tl(hioggs joined \\ '
with Dulles, Hale Bogi:s told Warren [latly that Olney would not e aceeplable and that™
he (Bopes) would not work on the Commission with Olney. Warren pul up a stiff
argument put a compromise was made when the name of Lq_é ankin was mentioned, |

L
Warren stated he knew Rankin and could work with him,

—p l
| _ S s o 2
- Ford told me that he was currently having problems Inadsmuch-as the'.
majority of the members of the Comission desired to g0 along with the rec}o;nmcmht:‘on{

made in Deputy AHD!‘HOY_GCI]C‘I‘JﬁK\LI/t:“b“\("}‘lr,;j Ietler to the Commission dateq 12-9-637
In this letter, Katzenhaeh recommended that the Commission make an immediate % '
Press release pPointing out that the Fpy feport clearly showed thcre was no intern;\twr.l :

conspiracy or collusion and that Oswald was a loner. Ford stated he was a minority ofr:
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! O\w i {‘ verated Ly ?nn.:t oand that ftuby additicaally was a lm.k rs Huv.c\er, FBI

) fnvestipdiion was still pending on a large number of rumors, speculation and gossip

& and it, therefore, would be quite unfair for the Commission to mkc a sland prior to
Ul the evidence being turned in, Ford stated this was his point entirely and that

;: 11 hlthough he wag a minority of onc he intended Lo stick to Ik point.' ’
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;. Ford told me that John McCone, Dncctor of CIA, had, appno\nmtely

: one week ago, gone up to his office and told lnm that CIA had uncovexcd some

nstartling Information in the Oswald case, McCone proceeded to tell Ford {hat a
source of GIA’s in Mexico had scen money exchange hands between Oswald and an
unknown Cuban Negro. Ford slated this excited him greatly inasmuch as it qh.(initely
tended to show there was an-internatipnal connection ingolved in the asbassxmhon of .
MHhe President, ; ~ ,A»\,.rw’ AN WD ) ; ! =
Itold Ford that 1ppnxen y McCohe had failed to follow up on this matter,
I mentioned that CIA's source had ucnntcd his story and had indicaled that it was ;
figment _of his {nTTLialion, HOWEvEr, (6 prove the unstable tendencies of this source,

.

the sw_gcg_bnd hter Clﬂmed that he was .\Ltmn) telling the truth. T pointed out tmt_\ig_
were still chockmb ‘%Ome TAngles or Ul]b “however, - “the CIA source was obviously either
unT:Tble or somewhat OfL)b)Cl umc lmr. Ord smted he could certainly see this,
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‘ Ford indmated hc would keep me thoroughly adusod as b the activities of °
the Commission. He stated this would have to be on a confidential basis, however, he

L thought it should be doné., He also asked if he could call me from time to timme and © ©~ <+ -

i straighten out questions in his mind concerning our investipation, I told hxm by all
means he should do this, He rutemtcd that our rdahonspxp would, of coux;se, ;emam
conhdentxal - T
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o We have had excellent relations with Congressman Ford for many years,
' ‘He has been given an autographed copy of the Director's book "A Study of Communism"
i'md has been in touch with my office on numeroas occasions in the past, !
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| AcLion: wsE i
..f;g T COnt.xct will be maintained with Congressman Ford, ¢ ¢/ : ™ e p‘
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