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10/5/76

7o furnish copy of plaintiff's Notice
of Piling of Attached Fxhibits, and

to advise of lcurrent status of captioned litigation.

EYNOPSIS:

At a status call on 8/30/7€, Judge
Creen indicated that the Government

must produce the “thres hoxes of {ndices” referred to 4in

the details, beslow, and on the 8

are date plaintiff served

attached Kotice on Assistant United States Attorney {(AUSA)

John Dugan.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

{1) *That Special Agent Thomas L. Vigeman
of the FOYPA Section, or the successor

to Special Agent wigeman's former position, ascertain if
the three bores of indices are i{n possession of the FRI,
and {f so, review them for the purpose of turning them

over ¢o plaintiff as soon as possible.

of the FPOIPA

{(2) That Special Agent John P. Cunningham
Section locate ¢he PRI's coples of the corre-

spondence attached to plajntiffs Kotice, as well as all
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In addition,

20 the head o

reguests., Th

emoranduz to Assistant Director

Records Kanagement Division

~ Re: BHarold Welsbarg, w. U.S. Depariment of Justice,

(U.S.D.{:"v D- Co)‘
Civil Action No., 75-193%6

FRI responses ¢o this correspondence, Bo that the Court
may be advised of the status of requests plaintiff made
in 1969 and 1970.

DETATLS

expressed th
FOIA recguest
the Court of
due diligence

a requester h
when the PRI
*first dn - ¢

have built up
which the POIX

but, after pl
reouests for

During recent Court testirony in

captioned litigation, Judge Green
opinion that the FBI policy of handling
on a "first {n -~ first out® basis, which
hppeals has recognized is the exercise of
¢ w®ay not be being strictly complied with,
she seemed to express the opinion that &¢
ad filed an FOIA recuest prior ¢o the time

irst out® policy, this reguester should go
£ the 1ist of the backlog of recuests which
since February of 1975, the date after

A cid require the PEI to coiply with POIA

2intiff stated that he had made nurerous
the subject ratter of ¢his litigstion

(laboratory material concerning the Martin Luther Xing

assagsination
Green stated
and the FPpI's
that he would
done go in th
indicate what

‘investigation), as far back as 1969, Judge

response thereto. Plaintiff Indicated
furnish copies of his regquests and has

2 attached Notice of Piling. ¥e must now
our responses ¢o those requests were,

was recuired to cormply, then, following our- -

is of course iz not the FEI's interpretation,

that she wished ¢o see coples of these reguests

-

g 5T : Judge Green also indicated at a 8tatu85?> i
call on 9/30/76 that the “three boxes of indices® ghould .=
~~be furnished to plaintiff. It {s not clear whether this 7 ;f-'
£

- “*erial is actually in possession of the FBI, but AUSth
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 Memorandum to

Re:

Azsistant Director v | -
Records Management bDivision -

Rarold Weisberg, v. U.B. Departrment of Justice,

(U-SoDo-Co' D, C.)
Civil Action No. 75-199§

John Dugan, who 43 handling this litigation in Court,
stated that both the local District Attorney's Cffice
in Memphis, Tennessee and the Civil Rights Division

of the De tment advised hin that ¢the PBI wounld have

coples of thi

clains was prepared by the FBI.

to in Fxhibit

material, which the Civil Richta Division
This material is referred
W of plaintiff’'s Reguest for Production

of Documents filed 5/4/76, furnished Special Agent Wiseman
by Bpecial Agent Parle Thomas RBlake of +he Legal Counsel

Division on 5/11/76,
One of plainti
‘Motion to Compel Production of Documents on 8/12/76,

It is also referred ¢o 4n Attachment
ff's Second Affidavit, filed with plaintiff’s

which was furnished Special Agents ¥Wiseman and Kilty by

Special Agent

Jdohn P. Cunnin
have all testd
PBI's due dili
Judge Green wa
the Bouse Ciwvi
concerning the

the FBRY will ¢
subritted in b

assagsination,
affidavit will
to how long 4¢
reguest,

Blake on 8/18/76,

Special Agents Donald L, Smith,

)igharm, and John E. Howard of the POIPA Section

fied recently in this c2se concerning the
cence in handling POIFA regquests, and

8 furnished a copy of the PRI Proposal %o
1 and Constitutional Rights Subcormittes
FOIPA, by 8pecial Agent Howard.

It has been represented {n Court Tthat
each plaintiff’s second, more broad reguest,
ecember of 1975, concerning the King

in October of 1976, and at ¢hat tire an

be furmished setting forth an estimate as
will take ¢o process plaintiff's Decernber

Bpecial Agent Blake furnished AUSA Dugan ¢wo

additional copies of the PRI'a Proposal, one for his own
information, and the gecond for possible furnishing ¢o
plaintiff, since the Proposal was £iled as an Exhibi¢

with ¢+ Court,
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