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N
E

W
 Y

O
R

K
 (R

euter) -- T
w

o N
avy m
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al.)'' 

tech
n
ician

s', w
h
o
 w

itn
essed

 th
e au

to
p
sy

 o
f 

P
resident John F

..K
ennedy said T

hursday that 
au

to
p
sy

: p
h
o
to

g
rap

h
s an

d
 X

-ray
s recen

tly
 re-

leased by.the governm
ent have been tam

pered 
w

ith and falsified. 
 

Jerrol, C
uster w

ho took X
-rays' of K

ennedy's 
body at B

ethesda N
aval H

ospital . in M
aryland 

the night of the "N
ov. 22, 1963, assassination, 

to
ld

 a M
an

h
attan

 n
ew

s co
n

feren
ce th

at th
e 

X
-rays "are w

rong. 
H

e said
 th

e released
 X

-ray
s in

d
icated

 th
at a 

portion of K
ennedy's face had been destroyed. 

B
u

t h
e said

, "T
h

ere w
as n

o
 d

am
ag

e to
 h

is 
face an

d
 n

o
 p

art o
f h

is sk
u
ll w

as m
issin

g
 o

n
 

th
e fo

rw
ard

 p
art-of his head." 

P
h
o
to

g
rap

h
er F

lo
y
d
 R

ieb
e, w

h
o
 to

o
k
 p

ic-
tu

res o
f th

e b
o
d
y
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e au
to

p
sy

, claim
s 

th
at th

e p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
s released

 b
y

 th
e g

o
v

ern
-

' m
en

t are "p
h

o
n

y
," 

H
olding up dozens of autopsy photographs of 

the late president, R
iebe said: 

"T
h
e p

ictu
re o

f th
e b

ack
 o

f h
is h

ead
 is n

o
t 

right. A
ll that part of his head w

as m
issing as 

far as th
e rig

h
t ear, an

d
 th

ere w
as n

o
t en

o
u
g
h
  

scalp
 to

 p
u
ll o

v
er th

e w
o
u
n
d
 as it is in

 th
e 

pictures." 
H

e said
 th

at o
n

ce in
 th

e au
to

p
sy

 ro
o

m
, S

e-
cret S

erv
ice ag

en
ts p

rev
en

ted
 h

im
 an

d
 o

th
ers 

from
 leaving the room

 and that as he took out 
th

e film
 fro

m
 h

is cam
era, it w

as q
u
ick

ly
 re-

m
oved by the agents. 
"T

hese film
s are doctored one w

ay or anoth-
er," h

e said
. C

u
ster said

 th
at "h

is b
asic jo

b
 

th
at n

ig
h
t w

as to
 fin

d
 b

u
llet frag

m
en

ts," an
d
 

th
at w

h
en

 h
e lifted

 K
en

n
ed

y
's b

o
d
y
 a b

u
llet 

fell out of his back. 
C

u
ster in

sists K
en

n
ed

y
's "face w

as in
tact." 

A
fter the autopsy, C

uster said he w
as sent to 

an
 ad

m
iral's o

ffice at B
eth

esd
a w

h
ere h

e w
as 

w
arn

ed
 to

 "k
eep

 m
y
 m

o
u
th

 sh
u
t ... an

d
 th

at if 
I w

ere to open m
y m

outh, I w
ould w

ind up in 
prison." 

B
o
th

 C
u
ster an

d
 R

ieb
e are n

o
 lo

n
g
er m

em
-

bers of the N
avy. 

T
h

e n
ew

s co
n

feren
ce w

as called
 to

 reb
u

t 
articles p

u
b

lish
ed

 last w
eek

 in
 th

e Jo
u

rn
al o

f 
the A

m
erican M

edical A
ssociation by tw

o N
a-

vy pathologists w
ho perform

ed the autopsy on 
K

ennedy and w
ho support the official W

arren 
C

o
m

m
issio

n
 fin

d
in

g
s th

at th
e p

resid
en

t w
as 

shot tw
ice from

 behind by a lone assassin, L
ee 

H
arvey O

sw
ald. 
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a
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e d
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 le
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T
h

u
rsd

a
y

 to
 relea

se th
e reco

rd
s. 


