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John K

ennedy m
isunderstood the fundam

ental political organiza-
tion of this country. H

e T
H

O
U

G
H

T
 he w

as president and that his 
job w

as to bring about peace in the w
orld 

H
arrison

 E
. L

ivin
gton
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T
he E

vening Sun 
M

o
n
d
ay
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T
w

o view
s of  

S
h

ow
 b

iz h
as overw

h
elm

ed
 th

e K
en

n
ed

y assassin
ation

 . 
•
 
•
 

S
H

O
W

 B
U

SIN
E

SS has discovered the John 
F

. K
ennedy assassination. 

E
verybody is getting Into the act. W

e have 
all sorts of phony theories that help hucksters 
sell them

selves as expert w
itnesses, w

rite 
and prom

ote books and film
s and generally 

'm
uck up the story of an A

m
erican tragedy. 

• T
o those of us w

ho have spent years In se-
rio

u
s stu

d
y

 o
f th

e as-
sassination, the hype Is 
extrem

ely frustrating. 
W

e know
 w

hat's w
heat 

a
n
d

 w
h

a
t's c

h
a
ff, 

w
hat's based on solid 

	

  
 ev

id
en

ce an
d

 w
h

at's 
created from

 thin air to prom
ote som

eone's 
1.alf-cocked theory. 	

• 
B

ut the public doesn't know
 enough to 

d
ifferen

tiate, an
d
 th

at's th
e so

u
rce o

f th
e 

frustration. It's like being close to discover-
in

g
 a cu

re fo
r cancer after y

ears o
f re-

search, only to read a scream
ing headline 

O
ne m

orning that the cure's been found and 
`it's the application of leeches. 

M
y ow

n book, "H
igh T

reason," w
as on 

th
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk T

im
es' best-seller list for 

m
uch of the last tw

o w
inters, but w

hat m
on-

ey I've m
ade on the w

ork I've plow
ed back 

into m
y research into the assassination. U

n-
like m

ost others investigating the K
ennedy 

m
urder, I've interview

ed nearly every m
ed-

ical w
itness and exam

ined hundreds of doc-
um

ents —
 those that have not been kept se-

cret all th
ese y

ears. (I b
eliev

e release o
f 

those docum
ents w

ill tell us next to nothing 
about w

hat really happened. F
orm

er P
resi- 

dent G
erald F

ord has seen them
 and says 

there is nothing there; I believe him
. B

ut the 
docum

ents should not have been kept secret 
in the first place.) 

A
ll of this m

akes m
y evaluation of the 

various assassination theories w
orth som

e-
thing, and here it is: 

0 T
he O

liver S
tone m

ovie, "J.F
.K

." 
S

to
n
e is rig

h
t ab

o
u
t a co

n
sp

iracy
, b

u
t 

polls show
 80 percent of A

m
ericans already 

b
eliev

ed
 th

ere w
as a co

n
sp

iracy
, so

 th
is 

film
 isn't likely to change m

any m
inds. B

e-
sides, it's badly flaw

ed. B
y m

aking a hero of 
Jim

 G
arriso

n
, it m

ak
es a carto

o
n
 o

f th
e 

case. 
S

om
e possible evidence of conspiracy is 

presented in the film
's courtroom

 scene, but 
th

e o
p
in

io
n
s o

f "M
r. X

," ev
en

 if w
ell-in

- 
form

ed, are evidence of nothing. T
he prob-

lem
 w

ith
 "J.F

.K
." is th

at ev
id

en
ce is p

re- 
sen

ted
 in

 su
ch

 a flash
 th

at it is lo
st in

 an
 

av
alan

ch
e o

f sp
ecial effects, sen

satio
n
al-

Ism
, in a kaleidoscope of im

ages that turns 
so quickly as to be m

eaningless. 
W

e are assaulted w
ith the personal cru-

sade of a w
im

pish cartoon character (K
evin 

C
ostner, playing G

arrison w
ith a S

outhern 
accent G

arrison doesn't have) and the dis-
g

u
stin

g
 atm

o
sp

h
ere o

f th
e u

n
d

erg
ro

u
n

d
 

fringe. W
e cannot possibly understand w

hat 
the conspiracy is about unless w

e have been 
violently sodom

ized, as one of the charac-
ters tells u

s is a p
rereq

u
isite fo

r u
n
d
er-

standing. 
M

oreover, the use of such aw
ful profani-

ty
 an

d
 o

b
scen

ity
 to

tally
 d

estro
y
s th

e real  

m
ean

in
g
 th

at w
e are to

ld
 is th

ere. H
o
w

 
could anyone possibly care w

hat happened 
to John K

ennedy after seeing such an exer-
cise in

 cin
em

atic filth
 an

d
 p

y
ro

tech
n
ics? 

S
tone, a m

an clearly lacking in taste, is like 
so m

any w
riters of phony books on the case 

—
 a dem

agogue playing to the low
est com

-
m

on denotilinator. T
his is an am

ateur m
ov-

ie that cannot change m
inds at all, cannot 

m
ove those w

ho are already decided and 
can

n
o
t h

av
e th

e g
reat p

o
w

er th
at a tru

ly
 

honest docum
entary m

ight have. 
0 T

he accidental shooting theory. 
A

nother recent fraudulent theory (O
ther 

V
oices, F

eb. 27) is that the president 'w
as 

shot accidentally by a S
ecret S

ervice m
an 

in the car follow
ing his. T

his theory doesn't 
w

ork because it requires falsification of the 
au

to
p
sy

 fin
d
in

g
s o

n
 th

e trajecto
ry

 o
f th

e 
bullet that killed K

ennedy. 
0 T

he theory that L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald 
acted alone. 

T
he first of m

any im
probable theories, 

of course, w
as that put forw

ard by the W
ar-

ren C
om

m
ission: that just tw

o bullets struck
.  

both K
ennedy and T

exas G
ov. John C

onnal-
ly. B

ut the bullet that exploded in K
enne-

dy's head could not have been the sam
e type 

th
at w

as alleg
ed

 to
 h

av
e p

assed
 th

ro
u
g
h
 

both m
en and to have com

e out undam
aged. 

S
ince that theory w

e have heard num
erous 

crazy ideas, including the one that the presi-
d
en

t, lik
e E

lv
is P

resley
, liv

es to
 th

is d
ay

 
(but in a 28-year com

a). 
W

hat, then, did happen? 
T

here is considerable evidence that O
s- 

w
ald w

as fram
ed. T

he nitrate tests of O
s-

w
ald

's face w
ere n

eg
ativ

e, m
ean

in
g
 h

e 
could not have fired a rifle the day of the 
killing. T

here w
ere no fingerprints on either 

of the tw
o w

eapons he m
ay have had. T

here 
is no evidence the guns w

ere fired that fate-
fu

l d
ay

. O
sw

ald
 w

as seen
 o

n
 th

e seco
n
d
 

floor of the T
exas' B

ook D
epository m

o
-

m
en

ts b
efo

re the assassination —
 and seen 

th
ere 9

0
 seco

n
d

s after th
e last sh

o
t. H

e 
could not possibly have gone to the sixth 
floor and back in the tim

e It took to kill the 
president. 

U
nknow

n to P
resident K

ennedy, three 
m

em
bers of his adm

inistration, R
obert M

c-
N

am
ara, M

cG
eorge B

undy and D
ean R

usk, 
convened a secret com

m
ission w

hich even-
tually issued a paper know

n as the "R
eport 

F
rom

 Iron M
ountain on the P

ossibility and 
'D

esirability of P
eace." T

he paper's conclu-
sion w

as that lasting peace, w
hile not theo- 

retically im
possible, is probably unattaina-

b
le; ev

en
 if it co

u
ld

 b
e ach

iev
ed

 it w
o
u
ld

 
alm

ost certainly not be in the best interests 
of a stable society to achieve it." 

John K
ennedy m

isunderstood the funda-
m

ental political organization of this coun-
try. H

e thought he w
as president and that 

h
is jo

b
 w

as ,to
 b

rin
g
 ab

o
u
t p

eace in
 th

e 
w

o
rld

. T
h
e p

resid
en

t w
as su

rro
u
n
d
ed

 b
y
 

m
en w

ho w
anted fundam

ental changes in 
the national structure, w

ho w
anted the V

iet-
nam

 W
ar and w

ho plunged us deeply into it 
after they elim

inated their president. 
W

e w
ere never supposed to see this out-

rageous plan for A
m

erica and the w
orld. by 

tru
ly

 p
o
w

erfu
l m

en
 fo

r w
h
o
m

 electio
n
s 

w
ere m

erely an inconvenience. 
H

a
rriso

n
 E

. L
iv

in
g

sto
n

e
's se

c
o

n
d

 
b

o
o

k, "H
ig

h
 T

rea
so

n
 2

," h
a

s ju
st b

een
 is-

su
ed

 b
y C

a
rro

ll &
 G

ra
f. H

e w
rites fro

m
 

B
a
ltim

o
re. 
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