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SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSIUP
CONFFERENCE, (SCL ), a Georgia
non-profit corporatlon

334 Auburn Avenue, N.E

Atlanta, Georgia 30303
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Plaintiff-corporation alleges that: {( ov[M/z) [

1 This actlon drlses under the FlrsL Fourth and Fourteenth
Ain’endments to the Consitution of the United States; and 48 U.S.C.,
.Section 605. Jurisdiction is predicated upon 28 U.S.C., Sections 1331,
1343(4). - The matter in controversy exceed's; exclusive -of interest angd
'costs, the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars.

2. Plainti;ff—corboration was il-rlcorborated_iﬁ 1958 ,inAAthe State of
Georgla as a non-profit corporation for the purposes of promoting greater
understanding in all efforts toward interrac1a1 dovelopment and good will;
to Work with other groups in the attainment of interracial unity, harmony
and understandmg;_ and to conduct public forums on the obligations of
citizenship, among other purposes. Its presid_ent, the late Dr. Matrtin
Luther XKing, Jr._,‘ was assassinated on‘Aﬁril 4, 1968, and his successor

is the Reverend Dr. Ralph David Abernathy.
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3. Defendant, CLARENCE M. HMLLEY,"is presently the Director
of the Federal pureau of Investigation, (F.B.I.), an agency of
¢ bigw U S Government, with offices in the District of Columbia.
Dpefendant, CARTHA DeLOACH, WILLINM C. SULLIVAN and TEN UNKNOWN
LCENTS, are or were agents of the F.B.I. Defendant JOHN DOE,
i the Executor (or Administrator w/will annexed) of the Estate
of Clyde K. Tolson, dececased, who was Assistant Dircctor of the
P.B.T., at all times material. The TEN UNKNOWN AGENTS, are

F.B.I. agents whose names are not now known.

4. Since its incorporation, plaintiff-corporation has been
funded by foundétion grants, and contributions solicited by mail
and public forum. Its reputation for advancing its corporate
éurposes, by the use of said funds, was publically acclaimed when
its past President was awar@ed the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 for
his efforts, along with plaintiff—corporation's officérs, directors
and servants, in promoting peace among the various advocates for
and against the civil rights»of minorities; gince the death of Dr.
King, those policies have been carried on by its successor officers,
directors, and ‘servants who are directl§,affected by any intex-
rﬁption or chilling of fouhdatidn grants- and other monetary con-—

tributions.

-

5. On information and belief, in 1964, plaintiff-corporation's
offices in New York and Atlanta were gugged, by electronic eaves-
dropping devices, and its telephones were tépped by the defendants,
or somé of them, for the purposes of adversely affecting its fund
raising and the reputation of its officers, dirccéors and scrvants,
among other illegél purposes.

-

6. Said electronic surveillance and/or wiretapping were done
surreptitiously, and without permission of the plaintifﬁ—corPOruLiOn,
and without warrant or authorization by any court.
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7. Over the ycars plaintiff4corporution, its offiicers,
direccltors and servants werc advised, but did not be1LCV(, that
their offices were bugged and their telephones were tapped, but,
however, they lived in constant fear of £he resulting harm
financial or otherwise that could arise from disclosure of over-—
heard conversations; and they still feaf dis closure of Lhe ‘contents
of any such tape lOCOrdlngS, transcripts, or memoranda made

therefrom.

'8. Plaintiff-corporation is noﬁﬁinformed and believes that
the resulting tape recordings, transcripts, of memoranda, re-—
sulting from the many illegal inte:ceptiOns, by defcndaﬁts, or
some of them, of oral and wire communications.have been made

available and dlsclosed to selected persons out31de the F.B.I.

—

for the aforesaid illegal purposes; as a result, plaintiff-
corporation's officers, directors ahd servanﬁs, and others with
whom they communicate, h£§e sufféred‘greétlfinancial loss and
emotional stress, embarrassment and mental discomfort from the
disclosures of said recordings, transcripts or memoranda. More-
over, plaintiff—corporation'; officers,”diréctérs, friends and
associates have been greatly chilled, injured and damaged in their
right to raise funds, and to assemble-and di;cuss the .different

methods by which they might redress.their government for redress

of the rights of minorities.

9;.,Because of past 1leaks, plaintiff—corporation, its officers,
directors and servants, believe that tape recordings, transcripts

and memoranda made from their oral and wire communications may

————

in the future be leaked to its cdntributors, and to the public,

and that oLher 1nnocent _persons who may have been parites to, or
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spoken about, in,said oral or wire conversations will be
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“rrreparably harwed and injurxed if Lhis Court does not immcediatoely
take possession and impound all Ltapes, Lransceripts and memoranda
arxising out of said illegal activitics of the defendants, their

agents and others operating in concert with them.

WHLREFORE, plaintiff-corporation prays the Court to order,

adjudge, declare and decree that:

1. Tﬁe defendants, or one or all of them; be mandatorily
enjoined, and required to produce, under protecfive order of
the Court, all of said tape recordings, transcripts and memoranda
resulting from electronié eavegdropping and wirctaés of the offices
of plaintiff-corporation in New York and Atlanta, upon a special’

finding that said recordings or oral and wire conversations were

illegal and/or beyond fhe outer perimeters of defendants' line

of duty, and without good faith.

2. That plaintiff-Corporation have recompense in sum of

Five Million Dollars and costs, and such further relief as. Equity.
P . P . i 2
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STATE OF GEORGIM )
) 88.

COUNTY O JUTLITON )

RALPH- DAVID  ABERWATIIY and JOSEPH E. LOWERY, President and
Chairman of the Board, respectively, of the éOUTHERN CHRISTIAN
LEADERSHIP.CONVERENCE, a Georgia Corporation, being first duly
sworn on oath, depose and state tht they are the executive ‘
officers of the plaintiff in the above entitled cause; that they
have read the above and foregoing Complaint by thcm.subscribed;
that the matters and things.therein set forth are true, except

matters stated upon information and belief, which they belicve
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SUBSCRIBER and SWORN to beforfe’ k

me this of day of May,
: 1976 /L)‘
(/K/M & / C%’D%Uléh/ ,

NOTARY PUBLIC

to be true.




