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Feuds, Intrigue and Inveigling
Abound m Unusual Field:
‘Cateh-22" and ‘Love Story’

Enoz mous iteos, Thin Skins'

By A, KiNT MACDOUGALL

S!ufj’ Reporter of TR WALL STREET JOURNAL

NEW YORE~Scme blurbs for new books
you'll never see in the publishers’ ads:

“Here's o beock so transcendenily bad it
makes us fear not eniy for the condition oi the
novel in ¢ country . bul for the eonn
self.”—iew York Times on Chan
sard’s "Wake Up. We're Almost There
_ “A contemptibie examble of the misuse of
access to the publie prints | . | the starkest ex-
ampie of irrespor .En publizhing to come to
our aifention.” — doy Tleview on Willlam
Powell's “The Auc,‘l. st Cookbook.”

“Bight hundred pages long and two inches
thick, the book is an imposing objnet that
should find many uses. It could sorve, for in-
stance, as . .. a dead weipht that could in-
stantly sink a prospercvs 82-yenr-old author
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" into the Kast River.” —Tihne magazine on Ir-

ving 8tone’s “The assions of the Mind.”

Ag these excerpts show, hook revicws some-
times are as verbally viclent 28 the hloediest
Western, But unlive fictionnt fronticr sheriffs,
book reviewers dnn’t alwro their man.
The unfavorahle M Timeg veview of
the Brossard nove! has praclically shut off
bookstore orders, publi ard Y. Baron
laments., DBut ““The ok,
which includes instraclions to rove h‘h' aaries
on how to make bombe, ia geing into iis fourth
printing. “This ig o hirhiy ¢ sversial book,
made by news rap 1y, says pub-
lisher Lyle Stuart, A pood roview can't sell i,

had review eon't R jLr

Iwnw Stene's YT Tacsions of the ™Mind,”
a cnalized bioprorpd of Sigmamd Ifreud,
bas shrugred off Tnnekr from Time and other
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Drawing by Stan Hunt © 1961
The New s’orkx_r Magazine, Inc.
no reviews at all usually spell disaster—es-
pecially for a work of fiction. Boolstores and
libraries scidom order hooks thal dow't get
reviewed, and potential readery ave unaware of
their exiztence because publishiers u.suany can't
afford to advertise them ex tensively. To try fo
aveid launching o book into a void, publishers
make every cffort o get reviews, They swamp
editors and reviewers with hundreds of review
copics of the typleal title. Doulleday, ror ex-
ample, sent out 450 review capies of the §1¢
Stone novel.

But so great i3 the ilood of review copies
that even the mest ccv.,(rxcm' 13 review cditor
has to ignore most of them. Li rary Journal, a
publication for Librarians (hat reviews shout as
many bookse as ary pericdical, reviewed cily
6,000 of the 24,006 new titles published in (he
U.S. last year. The New Yorl 'Pimes Dook Re-
view, generally censidered the most présti-
gious and influentisl review medium, reporied
on fewer than 3,000,

Fo lower the high odds q inst getting a re-
view, publishers vsualiy go wnd sending out
review copies. They line up enthusiastic blurbs
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