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Tongue-Tied Justice.

The aborted trial of James Earl Ray for the assassi-
nation of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. is a shocking
breach of faith with the American people, black and
white, and of people the world over still numbed and
puzzled by the gunfire that struck down this inter-
pationai leader.

Ray is entitled by all legai means te avail himscif
of the defenscs cepen to him under the law. But by no
means, legal or pragmatic, should the doors of the
courtroom and the jail be slammed shut on the facis,
the motives and ihe doubts of this horrible murder.
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ance of the accused in cpen court? What in eith
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who was in it?

The staie’s case has been read (o ¢
is hardly cnough in a case of ihis
was not a street crimc but, on the su: Hr e, a raci
or guasi-political
that the siute acccpicd the guilty plex
end the case because the death pennlty has

used since 1951 In Tenncssce.

T

siralion. I is not enoueh Lo si

] N(i one was demanding blood; overvone is deman
Ing facts. Are we going Lo pet the focts [rom Ray’

Inwyers, past-or present, one of whom is fiying

peddie e story 1o mognzi
tha facis fron: William

bis “hought” the “vig

moekery of justice fo

justice!

YAre we going Lo g
vadiard Huie, the anthor wh
its” o Ray's story? What

1 facls to enierge in markele

B
b5
h

Unless proceedings are convened in courl-—Federn
if ot state—we shall never Laow the adjndicate
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