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SPCTLIGHT: THE HUNT BROTHERS CASE

BY STZVEN Re REED _
pary 2 TRURL) ©- FOR MORE THAN TWO YEARS AMERICANS REELED AT Tt

15 Pt o 0F WATERGATE, BELLEVING THEMSELVES OBSERVERS OF EVENT
 WHOSE IMPACT WOULD NOT BE MATCHED ACAIN IN THELR LIFETIMES.
S M PAC iFER INTRIGUE AND IMPERILED FORTUNES, THE HUNT BROTHERS
SAGA MAY EVOLVE INTC A TIMELY RUNNERUP. -
AT STAKE ARE THE REPUTATIONS AND FREEDOM OF TWO TEXAS.

UL AT L NGNATRES WHOSE FATHER, HsL. HUNT, BUILT A $5 SILLION OIL ANDy
M L O LT ORE HIS DEAT AT 85 LAST YEAR, AND THE SALVAGE RICHTS &
70 THE POLITICAL CAREERS OF RICHARD NIXON RICHARD KLEINDIENST, JOHN :
B e POl S COHE OF THEIR ASSOCIATES IN AND OUT OF OFFICE. \
A 0N BUNKER HUNT AND W HERBERT HUNT, MIDDLE-AGED ENTREPRENEURS

O O TH ENASLED THEM_TO ASK FAVORS OF OR DO BUSINESS WIM
O e NaS \"SHIEFHS AND KINGSg FACE TRIAL THIS SPRING IN A WEST TEXAS
PR DN B iRTROOM ON CHARGES THEY CONSPIRED TO TAP THE TELEPHONES OF
THEIR FATHER'S CLOSEST AIDES.

15 CONVICTED THEY MOST CERTAINLY WOULD GO TO PRISON AS DID THE
HOUS TON PRIVATE DETEC TIVE CONVICTED OF CARRYING OUT WHAT THE
OUERNMENT BELIEVES WERE THE DIRECTIVES OF THE EROTHERS.

Mt S*F4F LENGTS TO WHICH THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT BELIEVES TH:
HUNTS WENT TO ESCAPE PROSECUTION ON THE WIRETAPPING INDICTMENTS WHICH
O B 'hY SOONER THAN THE TRIAL RESULT IN THE FURTHER DISCREDITING OF
Y ITICIANS WHO ALREADY HAVE TUMBLED FROM THE PINNACLE AND OTHERS WHO
ARE ON THE BRINK.,

THE ELEMENTS INCLUDE:

T E COVERNMENT'S CONTENTION THE HUNT BROTHERS PAID TWO HOUSTOX
PRIVATE DETECTIVES TO EAVESDROP ON_THE HOME TELEPHONES OF TEIR
P NER'S ALDES IN AN ATIEMPT TO GBTAIN DETAILS OF HIS WIDESPREAD
R I RE ON THE CHANCES 1T WOULD SOMEDAY BE LEFT T0 MEMBERS OF H.l.
HUNT'S "SECOND' FAMILY. o .

TS SO WMENT'S BELIEF THE HUNT BROTHERS SOUGHT INTERVENTION ¢
BY NIXON. KLEINDIENST AND SINe JAMES EASTLAND, D-HISS., TO AVOID s
PROS ECU TION « ~

> UBLISHED REPORTS BUNKER WAS OFFERED IMMUNITY BY THE N1XON
ADMINIS TRATION IN EXCHANGE FOR A LIST OF ARAS TERRORIST AGENT LN THE
A SaTATES CONSIDFRED POTENTIAL ASSASSINS OF THEN ISRAELL PRINE

413 TER COLDA MEIR DURING A TIME WHEY MRS. MELR WAS SCHEDULED TO
Y1913 T%ie U1 TED STATES. ol R A

-~ THE L0SS TROUGH MATIONALIZ ATION OF HONT'S MIDDLE EAST OIL

HOL DINGS » ool e
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_ ) HeLe HUNT LEFT THE SULK OF HIS ESTATE TO HIS

SECCIID WIFE AND THE CHILDREK OF THAT MARRIAGE. (SUNKER AND HERBERT
ARE HUNT'S SONS EY HIS FIRST WIFE, WHO DIED IN 1955.)

j -- PUBLISHED REPCRTS THAT FLANéOUYANT CRIMINAL ATTORNEY PERCY

-- THE DEATH OF

‘l
FOREMAN RECEIVED $100,0C0 IN HUNT PAYOFF MOWEY TO CONVINCE ONE OF TZI!
T4O0 CONVIC TDD DETEC TLVES TO REMAIN SILENT ABOUT THE HUNT'S ALLEGED ;
IHVOLVMENT IN WIRETAPS ¢
. —- THE REPEATED DELAYS OF THE HUNT BROTHERS' TRIAL WHICH RESUL TZD
FROM THE JANUARY, 1570, ARREST OF THE PRIVATE INVESTIGATORS.

THE NIXON CONNECTION REPORTEDLY WAS FORMED IN 1972 AT CONNALLY'S
SOUTH TEXAS RANCH WHERE THE FORMER TEXfS GOVERIOR WAS HOS TING THE
CAMPAIGMNG PRESIDENT.

BUNKER COMPLAINED THEN ABOUT HidiR¥ KISSINGEE'S INAC TION REGARDING
THE LIBYIAN SEIZURE OF HIS OIL HOLDINGSe HUNT REPORTEDLY FOLLOWED UP
L WITH KLEINDIENST AT EASTLAND'S MISSISSIPPL RANCH WHERE THE TRADEOFF
INVOLVING THE ARAB AGEMTS WAS DISCUSSEDs KLEINDIENST LOST HIS
POSI TION AS ATTORNEY GENERAL THE FOLLOWING SPRING, HOWEVER, AND NIXON
EECANME MIRED IN WATERGATE. , , )

WASHING TON COLUMNIST JACK ANDERSON THIS WEEK REPORTED A DALLAS
FEDERAL GRAND JURY HAS HEARD TESTIMONY THAT EAS TLAND RECEIVED AS MUCH
£S $60, 000 TO INTERVENE ON BEHALF OF THE HUNTS.

@ THERE 1S ABSOLUTELY NO TRUTH TO THE ALLEGATIONS THAT I TOOK A
BRIBE." EASTLAND REPLIED, "I HAVE NEVER TAKEN A PAYOFF FROM ANYBODY

AT ANY PLACEZ AT ANY TIME." A
HUIT RES PONDED, SAYING HE REVER OFFERED OR PAID A BRIBE TC

EAS TLAND OR ANYONE ELSEs I
) JLAUD ONWER IT HAS BEEN ONE _DISASTER AFTER ANOTHER," THE LONDOU %
| 035 VLR RICENTLY REPORTED. "HL HAS LOST ARAE FRIENDS BY TRYING 1O .
{ wIn IMGUNITY VIA THE AL FATAH LIST. HE HaS LOST O1l HCLDINGS WHICH KL

LSTINATES AS WORT $23 ILLION. HE COULD YET GO TC JALL OH THOSE

WIRETAPPIIG CHARGES.
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