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Former Chief in Scandal = ' )

; Exacily twe years ago Friday fqrmer Pohee Chief n. W Pnyne 3
R resigned from the police department in the face of shocking §
.§ police scandals. Former Night Chief of Police M. M. Simpson § <
" had been charged with aceepling bribes from 2 tavern operators .
- and & mtrolnnn was. dxsmissed for alle:edly opertting : all :
girl service.” <
- Now, twa mxs u ﬂxe da.y h\&r uoﬂxer mndal h rockbu' t.ln
Ho ;m!lee dem.rtmznt. o gt .

4

i |
t  The oif s charged with bm:glary nd thett arer f:j
James W sonzgﬁfei133Burban’x.lcrmsmgpa trol<
-and Edwin ore, 25, of 2016 Ada, who worked iff
e radio dispatcher’s office. . Both men, as the other-,
orkedonthel()pm.-ﬁa.fm.shiif- N DS T
" LesterMatticld, 30, 1114 Vera Lou, & charged. with mia».

emeanar. theft o a $12.50 ; record player i fram the Dommy‘

g ,ktura;ndztoriaon!zmt,l';ndls.&cﬁol&. !

UTelevision and  Radio ‘Shop at 818 South Seventy-}‘ﬂfh
trest on September B, 1352 lHe was called m_f::om du'cy
, cruising patrolman to Te 4p~the station. 7
“The three men were ,released from. jaﬂ wh.n ‘Attom_’
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(,cmfromPaerne) g i T ,;,..- R s
reman posted bonds totalmg $7400 fot thenl ‘

e ) ;t 'Bond had been set at $3500 each for Atkmson and Moor:
: and$400forHa’cﬁeld. iy s

‘ ‘The three officers who resxgned Mchll Sald are e

- l Patrolmenimlfgu, of 8620 Spaulding;.¥ -

‘Gonsles man, 30, of 431 ecore and N
$, of 6032 Avenue B. » s
— | 'Being questioned is J. s}&mveth %6, of 8620 Spaulding,
' ! 'He will be fired, said Chief McGill, along with the three
i officers charged.- '
‘McGill.and other mvest:gatmg officers saxd that all seven
were implicated. - J,: A 3
‘These are the statements from fiu'e of the four ofﬁcers,
net charged in the case:” R
‘Womack' “] was suspended for sleepmg on duty Tuesda
ight. That’s the reason I quxt.. I deny that I confess
o any thefts” == £
Carroll: “I re51gned for a better posxtlom I deny unphr
ation in the thefts” = .-
‘ Howeth: “They broke me out of ‘bed at 5 oclock thu
irm:urmng ‘1 don’t know anything about this. I haven’t ;
'been involved in anything. <1 haven't resxgned and I don't‘
| kow what it's all about” T
l Pittman could not be reaghed for comment. = % :
i
b
;

Y

.\:

‘Atkinson was arrested at his home by Sgt. chk Schom :

Moore was arrested on the. job at the pohce statxon ﬁve

minutes earlier at 3:55 a.m. Friday. *» ~ :

i f Charges were filed against them _ in Justice W C. =
. Ragan’s. court. Specific charges are burglary and ,
felony theft of the lehamson Supply Company on

Armour Drive on August 13. L. !

Chief McGill said Moore and Atkmson "took an ur-co
“ditioning unit and a typewriter.” - -

The air-conditioning unit was recovered in the garage
of "Atkinson’s home and the typewriter from a man to
whom Moore had sold it on Washington Avenue, _Chxef
McGill said. - -

- Both men made oral’ statements which led. tn the recov-
ery of the stolen material, Chief McGill disclosed. ~

© Womack, Hatfield’s partner, has_ been aHowog tu %
_ resion, Chief McGill said
> “Hatfield said he and Womack found the doar-bpen i
? and he (Hatﬁeld) went in nnd ttule the record thﬂt, i
. McGill said.” L o ARl

e S 4 “There will be other TS0NS oned urd; fhvesti-
k Pe i ﬂ[)ur :

{
t

ted,” Night Chief McGill sai probe is Tt
omplete, but at this time we do not know how margy
ificers are involved. Thzs may be a}l,an& ”ﬁm‘e my ]

2 "o : -
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The bulk of the Toot taken in the series of thefts con51ste '
‘of whiskey, cigarettes and small amounts of money,
night chief said. - - 4. :
" “Most of these thefts were comrmtted by oiﬁcers W
went to places to investigate a burglary. They would p1c
p something and earry . 1t off,” he added e
ules of Evidence = : ;
All the thefts and the lone case of burglary by Ofﬁcers
tkinson and Moore were committed in the East End area.
,ﬁNo written statements were taken by investigating of-
cers. -
; Chief McGill and the other investigating officers would
!

‘Senervf'ﬂmfts SRR S

S e

not say how many thefts were. committed.

“We're up against the legal rules of evidence,” McGill ex-!
plained. “We must have tangible evidence and it must be:
corroborated by credible witnesses and an accomphce is nof |
‘considered a credible witness.” -

‘Some Loot’ Recoyered
&The stolen loot is being sought by pol&e ‘-

Actually the only loot that has been recovered is the air-
nditioning unit, the typewrlter and’ the record player,
hief McGill said. |
i He refused to divulge the source of “the first tip” which
threw a bombshell into the police department. All he would
isay was: “It leaked out in talk among officers on the force.
{ It became generally known that some offxcers were stealing
iwhﬂe investigating burglanes ” ‘
' Complete Investigation

He said he had a long consultatlon w1th Polxce Chlef L.D,
Morrison, whom he quoted as saying:

4] want a complete investigation, regardless of who i
involved.”

' McGill laid the saceess of the expose “o the co-operati
) umformed officers on the mght side, both patrolmen and

etectives.” 1

“We would like to state that while makmg this 1nvest1ga-

ion, we knew it would involve the honesty and integrity of
the police department, but we | had a job to do even though
it was very unpleasant to us,” he said.

Participating in ‘the sweeping mvestlgatmn with- Chief
MchlI were Captain of Detectives Tom Eubanks; Pohce
Lts. R. R. Simmons, A. C.Martindale, Larry Fultz1 0. B
Hitt and Sgts. Dick 'Shorm and A" T. Cook.

.. Chief McGill said that he already has recommehded th¢’
/dismissal of Officers Atkinson, Moore and Hatﬁeld, wh
‘wera stripped of their badges early Friday.-
P m In Badges <. 22 K re 2 TLATGe B e
“Three other officers tumed m their badges and com-
ions after summoned to-the pohce station. The fourtls
fficer, Howeth, now in pohce cxlgtody for questioning, will
“be fired, Chief McGill sai e o o S

e e e e
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Chlef Mornson sa1d he w111 conchr fﬁ' C}uef McGﬂl’
dismissal recommendations.” -

The civil service comrmssxon has the f1na1 word on an
officer’s dismissal.

City Attorney Will Sears. early Friday stepped into the’

olice scandal picture. .
. He and W. J. Burton, investigator for the city attorney’s.

ffice, came to the police station at 9 am. Friday “to as-
{sist Chief Morrison with any civil service actwn he rmght
{ want to take in connection with this expose.” | o

McGill said four of the officers, Carroll, Howeth Plttm
and Womack, worked in adJommg districts.

“These four men- doubled up on calls where only one
was needed to investigate.”

He said no traps were set on the suspecled officers.
“We knew we were getting hot when some- of them

began accusing their fellow officers of squeahng on-

them,” McGill said. .

It was learned thaf police were mvestxgatmg another
fficer who :reportedly stole building material: .

McGill and other ofﬁcers refused to commenf on th1
matter. + & - ' =
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CE SCANDAL FIGURES FREE ON BOND ~-&
*Percy Foreman, semﬁ m lett; is shown with three Houstost

4 g 2
E ﬁic‘emén'fof whom hé posted bond early Fxiday. In the picture, "=y

10 right, are discharged Patrolman Lester Hatfield, Atforney .
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