SaE St e el il SPSIRSIE s 5 S kY
MAY 1'01 IDITION » f ( ™~ (‘ 0
W G3A GiN. 2G. NO. 27 { . i Tolsen

UNITED STATES GOVER: °NT e

Memorandum
- Mr. Rosen
f?j } - Mr, McDonough ;éég
SUBJECT: \¥E§FIN- - Mr. Bishop /77/?R§?3?711 .

TO . Mr, DeL5z§§5V~’/ DATE: April 17, 1970
- Mr, Malley
This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther }
il

- Mr. DeLoach
FROM : A, RO;%EJ
TN Mr, McGowan
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King, Jr. Hé :
. James Earl Ray, the subject who is serving a 99 year
sentence in a Tennessee State Prison on his guilty plea to the
|  murder of King, has filed a petition under the Tennessee "Post
| | Conviction Relief Act". This is his last avenue of appeal in
State Court as his appeal previously was denied by the Tennessee

e

State Supreme Court, :T
' The bases of his current appeal are the same, namely: o
g . ~ /s‘ y";*:
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"1, He charges conflict of interest by his previous .
attorneys Arthuggﬁﬁﬁig and Pepgxgieréﬁan and writer William Bradford *
Fule in connection with the financial returns from publications on’ “).‘
Ray s story relative to the King shooting,

2, He was deprived of full and free access to his attor- ;\
neys while incarcerated in Shelby County (Memphis), Tennessee, Jail.é?/

3. The death of the trial judge, Preston Battle, soon
after his trial and sentencing also deprived him of his right to f

new trial, ) ,7f_1/v4 "
- L - =,

Attached to the petition is an affidavit by Jeg;gﬁﬁﬁy,”"ﬁ—/ _
James Earl Ray's brother, which was.taken under oath, iin whic¢h Jerry =
Ray claims that Percy roreman stated that the prosecutlon and/or L
the FBI was bribing witnesses, "specifically a man by the name of

3
STEVENS who the prosecution was bribing by offering him a large sum
Of money as a reward.” .
. P
This undoubtedly refers to Charles Quitmasa tephens, who

occupied the room adjacent to James Earl Ray at the house in Memphis

from which thg shot was fired, 12 (7l(7/ 3 Yb é’/ ‘S/g’ )X
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Rosen to Deloach Memorandum
TE: MURKIN

There is no basis: for Jerry Ray's statement that the FBI
bribed Stephens, The Tennessee State Prosecutor has advised
SAC, Memphis that there is no basis to Jerry Ray's statement that
the prosecution bribed Stephens., The prosecutor indicated that
they would answer the petltlon within the next 30 days.

ACTION:

It is recommended that SAC, Memphis be instructed to
prepare an affidavit and furnish it to the Criminal Court of
Shelby County, Tennessee, refuting the statement in Jerry Ray's

affidavit pertaining to the nBI in order that the record will be
set straight,
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