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(Houston Lawyer%

Says He Prefers
Workmg Alone

IL Pp) . \
, ‘\/*{)/ﬁ JERRY RICHYIOND, Staff Writer ', ce
' Percy\Foreman resigned Monday as chief defense
counsel for convicted murderer Jack Ruby only four
days after he officxally entered the case.
;“' Mr. Foreman said his resignation was due to “the'
system of divided authority” under which the Ruby
defense effort was being conducted.
! e Houston attorney announced his withdrawal
from the case in a letter hand-delivered to Ruby in hls‘

—

1a11 Cell sﬂortly before e noon Monday.
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Mz Eagman entered the ee-se‘L "' MORE WORK ¥~ ]
-after Ruby’s family fired T do not concur,” Mr. Fore-
former chief- counsel in the Case, man's letter said. “There is a tre-
Melvin Belli, in an apparent dis- ‘mendous amount of work to be
agreement over his tactics during gone, both out -of court and at
and after the trial. " the hearing on the "amended mo-
s MONEY NOT FACTOR ion for a new trial. Unless this
: Inhxs!ettertoRuby,d:eHous—‘is done, in my- opinion, several
ton attorney said “there is no pos- xmportant legal points will not be
sibility that you and I could not pmperly preserved for eonsx@em—
.agree on a fee and a method of |tion on appeal.” .
‘payment. Whenahnmzu::hiemQ Mr. Foreman said it was not
at stake, there should be no quib- uuethathewasreJectedbyRuby
bling about money.- =~ after his Sunday interview with the
. “But the conditions under which foymer nightspot operator.

4 Wv’uw‘/ '

.;[wwldberequiredtoworkax

yourcounselonappeal,andin'

any future trials, would so handi-
<ap my efforts that I do not think
it' worthwhile to discuss further
my employment in your case,” he
,eonduded. .

: He hsted thue eondxtnons as:
f “1. Your sister, Mrs. E.\'aGrant
insists on -retaining and exercu-,

the general power of attoinfly!
you. This means I
lave to ‘represent’ her as w
; you.- Such would make
work twice as time-consu

r “2. Attorney (Stanle Kaufman
‘has, and d deserves, your " confi-
‘dence. He thinks criminal cases
zshould be tried as he tries civil
,cases. I do not agree with his
{'opxmon But since he is closer to
‘you than I could ever become I
would possibly have another per-’
,son criticizing my conduct of your
appeal and retnal SR

. Mr. Kaufman was identified as
a friend and adwser of the Ruby
faxmly . |
: The Houston lawyer sald Mr.

Kaufman considers the record of
the Ruby case closed and that
there is nothing to be done but!

i brief and argue the case

r. Ruby didn't tell me jhe
't want me. He did want r e
Foreman stated. .
- The defense attorney said he
likes to “try a case alone” and
not be responsible to people other
than his client.

'IdJustas soon representEva
Grant“as Jack Ruby, but I don’t
want to represent both of them,”
Mr. Foreman added. “I'd just as
soon represent attorney Kaufman,
but not all three of them.”

.The Houston attorney was
asked whether he objected to at-
torneys Joe Tonahill and Phil Bur-
leson remaining in the case. The
two were members of Ruby's de-
fense team under Melvin Belli. |
~ “I don't object to them individ-
ually, but I'd rather work alone,”
Mr. Foreman said. “Working with
others slows me down. I spent 16
hours Sunday and we got no-
where. If I had been alone I could!
have dictated the amended mo-!
tion in that time.”

In a press conference Mr. Fore-
man summed up his reasons for,
withdrawing from the case this'
way: “I do not think a lawyer as-
suming the responsibility for this
man’s life should have to share
that responsibility with a civil law-

nd numerous unlms_gﬂ_gl

atives.” -




x?“Soﬁxe]awm&nW-’ 0-|  He taid he had enjoyed work-
bl mtrese=tut I can't. In i ’ Sag-vithe attorneys

they have what they call a traika :and Phil Burleson, Ruby's other
—&xreeha'sespullinguneplow— jlawyers, and that his withdrawal
bat that's not for me, Mr. Fore- from the case did not come from

man added. - - any disagreement with them,

- The Houston attorney was WONT BE FEE = ..
asked: “Where does this leave | Mr. Foreman also said' he
Jack Ruby?” = planned to make no charge for any

. “It leaves him at the same place {services he had rendered to Ruby.
_be was before I entered the case,” | Foreman concluded the ietter
Mr. Foreman stated. L saying Ruby had his “sympathy
, Mr. Foreman said be also disa- {and best wishes.” . . ]
greed with instructions from Mr. “I will be hpayp to confer and
{Kmfmn and Mra. Grant that he |cooperate without fee if your at-
ishould answer all questions from torneys feel they need my help
news media with a “no comment.’ {short of active participation in
ﬁ “I do not agree with this, espe-' |your case,” he added. -
cially in your case,” Mr. Foreman Mr. Kaufman told The Times
said. ‘The peculiar facts of ‘your; ;Herald hé was not going to be
case make it necessary, in my| [in the case, and is not represent-
opinion, that the public know i Mrs. Grant nor Ruby, al-
whatever facts mitigate the of he has in the past.

fense. You were tried and co KAUFMAN DENIED
ﬁCted in the news media bef o, ]‘lmnl’l » s !
you’ were in court. And both co; ms:,n’: ;:tm.d_ “gac?c;:stb
'victions ought to be set asidé: lect his own Iawyer. If he (Fore-
,Change in public opinion may help man) says I have curtailed his
'bring about a reversal in the ap- activities, he's lying.”

pelate courts.” .

. If Mr. Foreman cannot con-
pe} . Foreman said he also could .
nof; work under a system of divid-| |V2® Ruby that he is the man the
eddauthority. © former nightclub operator should
5 “I am not accustomed to con| |T1AIN, “that’s not my fault,” the
z s with or. justifyi my iDallas civil attorney stated, . -
cbu‘ “rse of action to other attor- Mr. Fortman z?ppe ared befox:e
heys,” the letter said. “I have al.| |"WSmen at Sheriff Bill Decker’s
Wass worksd alone I am willing office following - announcement of
H s aecpt responsi.bility and be his resignation from the Ruby
Judged by results, provided T am |25 ' .
gveg:d lr:edom of pa ction, but I The Houston attorney said Mr.
'sannot take time to go over the ;Kaufman was waiting for him
‘pros and cons of every decision ;’he" he anr?ved '& l;ali,as Snx;km
‘before T make it and then debate (02Y t0 confer with Ruby. Mr.
it after I have done so.” F«?reman said he spent an Iaodg
| He said that he felt no client |¥ith Mr. Kaufman, rewriting the
'in. any criminal case ever had |contract the famed defense at-
!

< torney had signed with Ruby's
?adequate 9F. PROpeE kep resentation !broth)e,rs and orgle sister, Mrs. gli—
,when responsibility is divided. ! : ’ :
- Mr. Foreman said that he had . #2R=Faminsky, in,_Houstop lmf
spent 16 hours with the two other B e oo s 7 od
attorneys in the Ruby "case, He
said they had every suggestion he
could make about the preparation
of an_amepded motioa-lar. a_pew
trial. : =
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