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LEE HARVEY OSWALD was interviewed at the 

First District Station, New Orleans Police Department, 

at his request. OSWALD,said that he had been'picked up 

on August 9, 1963,- by the New Orleans Police Department 

and was charged with disturbing the peace in the 700 block 

of Canal Street during the time he was distributing."Fair. 

Play For Cuba Committee" literature. 4 

OSWALD stated that he was unemployed at the 

present time, his last employment-being terminated July 17, 

1963, as a mechanic with the William B. Riley Company, 

640 Magazine Street. He said he was born October 18,1939, 

at New Orleans, Louisiana. He had attended Warren Easton 

High School in New Orleans until 1956 at which time he 

.joined the United States Marine Corps, He had only complete
d 

two years of high school at thiS time. From 1956 through 

1959, he was a member of the Marine Corps at'which. time he 

received an honorable discharge. Following his discharge 

he moved to Fort Worth, Texas, where he lived with his 

mother, MARGURITr"OS.WALD. He could not recall her address 

in Fort Worth, but remarked that she was living now in 

Arlington, Texas, and was a practical nurse by profession. 4 

About four months ago, he and his wife, MARINA 

OSWALD, nee Prossa, whom he met and married in Fort Worth,. 

moved to New Orleans. 4 

After coming to New Orleans he said he began 

reading various pieces of literature distributed by the 

"Fair Play For Cuba COmMitte",- and it was his understanding 

from reading this material that the main go.1 and'theme 

of the Committee.is to prevent the United States from 

invading.or attacking Cuba or interfering in the political 

affairs of that country. Further, that the people of 

this country should be given an opportunity to go;visit Cuba,
 

and in this way they could, make up their own mind's as 

to what the internal conditions of tuba are like at the 

present time. He says.he does not consider the "Fair 

Play For Cuba Committee" to be communist Or a communistic-

controlled group. 'OSWALD said that 'inquiry in New'Orleans 

developed the fact that there apparently was a.chapter of they
, 

5 

On  8/10/63  of  New Orleans, Louisian4 	Fil.# 	97-74 

br 	
SA JOHN LESTER QUIGLEY /cv/dmk 	Date dictated 	8/15/63  

et the FBI and Is loaned to 



NO 97-74 
2 

"Fair Play For Cuba Committee" in New Orleans, but he did 

not know any of the members or where their offices were 

located. He said he sent a letter to the headquarters 

of the, "Fair Play, for Cuba Committee", 799 Broadway__ 

New York City,, together with $5.00 and told them he wished 

to• join this committee. During the latter part of May 

of this year he received a membership card in this 

cirganization which bore a date of May 28, 1983, and 

was madT041t in the name of LEE H. OSWALD and was signed 

by Y. L. E. He described this card as being gray in 

color and signifying membership in the national organization. 

A short time thereafter he said he received in the mail 

a white card which showed that he was, made a member_of 
the Nevi Orleans Chapter of_ the Fair Play For Cuba_Committee_a_ 

This card was dated June 6,, 1963. It was signed by  

A. J7E-WELL, and it bore in the lower right hand corner 

the number 33 which he said indicated membeiship number. 

OSWALD had in his possession both cards, and exhibited both 	z. 
of them. U 	

(^^i 
Since becoming a member of the national 

committee, OSWALD said that he has been receiving the 

month1ST circular, of the committee which is about seven 

pages in length. He claimed that he could not recall the 

name of this publication. 4 

Since receiving his membership card in the New 

Orleans Chapter of the committee he said that he had 

spoken with HIDELL on. the telephone on several,occasioni. 

On these occasions, HIDELL would discuss'general matters 

of mutual interest in 'connection.  with committee business, 

and on other occasions he would inform him of a scheduled 

meeting. He aaid he has never personally met HIDELL, and 

he knows HIDELL did have a telephone, but it has now been 

discontinued. He claimed that he could not recall what-

the number was. Li 

OSWALD said, thatthe committee did not have any 

offices in New Orleans, and whenever meetings were held 

they were held in residences of various members. He main-

tained that he had attended only two 'meetings of this 

committee, and at each of the meetings there were about five 

different individuals. At each of these meetings the 
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persons present were different. He did not know, the 
last names of any of these individuals and.claimed he was 
only introduced to them by first names He maintained 
that he could not recall any of.the fJ st names. From what 
he 'understands there are no regularly scheduled times for 
meetings, and the only way he knows a$out them is.when 
somebody gives him a call and tells him there will be a 
meeting. At these meetings he said the general conversation 
deals with Cuba and the latest.news On the internal affairs ,  
of Cuba. OSWALD admitted that on one occasion he held 
a committee meeting at his home, but he declined to elaborate 
on how he got word to the various members that it would 
be held. 14 

Last Wednesday, August 7, 1963, OSWALD said 
he received a -note through the mail from HIDELL. The 
note asked him if he had time would he mind distributing 
some Fair Play literature in the downtown area of New 
Orleans. He'said HIDELL knew that he was not working 
and- probably had time. HIDELL also knew that he had 
considerable literature on the committee which had been 
furnished to him by the national committee in New York,. 
Since he did not have anything .to do, OSWALD said he' 
decided he would go down to Canal Street` and distribute 
some literature. He denied that, be Vas' being paid for 
his services, but that he was doing it as a patriotic 
duty. to: 

About one P.M. on August 9, 1963, OSWALD said 
that he went down on Canal Street by himself and started 
distributed committee literature. He said he had made ', 
up a Placard which he hung around his neck with a piece . 
of string. The placard was made' up of brown cardboard. 
On the placard were several pieces of literature which 
expressed the, aims and purposes of the committee. At 
the bottom of the cardboard pl card he said he had printed 
in black capital letters the w rds "Viva FIDEL". From • 
this time until around four P. . he said he distributed 
a throwaway with was prepared on yellow paper, 6" x 9", 
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in size, which contained the following: "Hands Off 
Cuba! Join The Fair Play For Cuba Committee, New Orleans, 

1 	Charter Member BrinCh, Free Literature, Lectures, Location:. 
A. J. HIDELL, P. O. Box 30016, New Orleans, Louisiana,. 
Everybody Welcome!" In addition, OSWALD said he had 

Z on his person membership applications which he would pass 
out to anyone he thought desired one.:  This membership' 
application was prepared on a white piece'of paper 3i" 
wide by 8i" in length, and- it contained the following 
information: i 

"To: The Fair. Play for Cuba Committee 	A. J. HIDELL 
New Orleans, La. 	 P. 0. Box 30016 

New Orleans, La. 

I wish to join the Committee. Enclosed is 'my Initiation 
- Fee of $1.00 and dues are $1.00 a month. 

I cannot participate as an active member of the Committee 
but wish to become a subscriber to mailings. Enclosed 
find $5.0O for one year. 

I would like to have a more active part in supporting 
the cause of FPCC. Enclosed is my contribution for 

Name 

Address 

City 

 

	Zone 	State 

 

 
 

 

OSWALD stated in addition to this he had on 
his person several copies of a thirty-nine page pamphlet 
entitled "The Crime Against Cuba" by CORLISS LAMONT, which 
he carried which him as it contained Ill of the information 
regarding the committee, and he would be in a position to 
refer to it for proper answers in the event someone 
questioned him regarding the aims and purposes of the committe 
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OSWALD had in his possession at the time of 
interview a copy of the above three described documents 
and made available a copy of each to the Agent.q  

Around 4 P.M. while standing in the immediate 
vicinity of Waigreen's Drug. StOre at Canal and Barone 
Streets, OSWALD said three Cubans approached him, and he 
gave each one of the above-described throwaways. These 
individuals became very angry, tore up,  the throwaways, 
threw them down on the sidewalk and began arguing with him., 

'This created quite a disturbance and shortly thereafter 
the police arrived, and he, as well as the other individuals 
whom he understood to be Cuban exiles, was arrested. 14 

,OSWALD said it was his understanding that 
around one P.M. on August 12,1963, he was to be taken 
into City Court, New Orleans, and charged with 
disturbing the peace. 

For further identification OSWALD exhibited 
a U. S. Marine Corps, Inactive Reserve, IV-5, Identification 
Card, which showed that LEE HARVEY OSWALD, USM Serial 
Number 14"'"^, tzte. ccrvcd on active duty from period of 
October 24, .1956 to September 11, 1959. This ID card 
had been signed by Lieutenant A. G., AYERS, USMCR. L4  

From observation and questioning, OSWALD is 
described as follows: 

• 
Race 
Sex 
Age 
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 

Height 
Weight 
Build 
Hair 
Eyes 

White 
Male 
23 
October 18, 1939 
New Orleans, Louisiana (at 
time of arrest claimed froi 
Cuba) 
5'9" 
140 pounds 
Slender 
Light brown 
Blue-hazel 
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