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Mr, Carl Eardley, Deputy A331stant Attorney Geriera.l in the Civil

Division, has advised that the Department is in receipt of a request from . .

Harold Weisberg for the spectrographic analyses of certain of the bullets and

fragments recovered in the investigation of the assassination of President .-

I John F. Kennedy. Harold Weisberg is the author of Whitewash a "leftist™ ~ - - !
book highly critical of the Bureau and its investigation of the assassxnation.

Spectrogrdphic analysis of material, such as bullet metal, permits a
comparison of the composition of different samples and thus some indication
as to whether such samples may have originated from the same or different

.bullets. Laboratory examiners furnished testimony before the Commission
‘that certain fragments were examined spectrographically and were similar

lin composition. The detailed notes, work sheets, and photographic plates
~comprising the raw data upon which this conclusion was based were, of
course, prepared by the Examiners at the time the analyses were made and

- constitute "raw data'" which are a part of the Bureau's investigative files
‘pertaining to this matter, To assist him in preparing his denial for this

. information, Mr. Eardley has requested to see these notes, work sheets
qtnd spectrographic plates. : - 0T e

| 5‘3 In a somewhat similar earlier situation in which a "would-be" author
desired to obtain this raw data, the request was denied by the Department
'based upon the fact that this matenal is part of the Bureau's investigative .
{flles compiled for law enforcement purposes. This earlier request came -
through Mr. Eardley's Office and the Department sustamed the Bureau’s
recommended position of denial, - .. Cnaiogmamed LY L SEAE T
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Eardley was reminded of the earlier similar situation a.nd BT
advised that he recalled the previous request and the action taken thereon. Paes
He was also reminded that the testimony as to the conclusions was set forth -

{in the Commission report. Eardley indicated that he also planned to deny - .
the request from Weisberg but pointed out that it would be extremely helpful
to him (Eardley) in preparing his denial if he could be permitted to see the -
notes, work sheets, and spectrographic plates which constitute the "raw
material"” in the Bureau file, from which the conclusions were drawn. R .. .
was pointed out tq Eardley that, except insofar as the examiner?®s notes -~ .
|reflect the examingr's conclusion, much of the material, including the
photographlc plateg themselves, is of a highly technical nature and requu'es _
iscxentmc training for their proper interpretanon. S Bl

Eardley has been friendly and helpful to the Bureau in the pa.st

!an as indicated a:bove has stated that he plans to deny the current request
[ [rom Weisberg, Aécqordmgly, although certain of the raw material will be
meaningless to him, except where the notes are seli-explanatory, itis .
.suggested that the Bureau will wish to comply with Eardley's request to

; aee this material. If approved, the specific material involved, namely "
g xammer‘s notes, work sheets, and spectrographic plates will be shown

tq Eardley. He will not, of course, have access to any remammg part of

tneﬂle. : et 2 o e RS e s
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B,ECOMMENDATION'

Accordingly, it is recommended that Mr, Eardley be’ authorlzed to
vxeg.v the spectrographic plates and notes pertaining to this matter. | S
app;roved, l%r Eardley will be telephomcally adwsed. R




