
B
y W

illiam
 G

ildea 

R
eprinted from

 yesterday's late editions 

T
h

e testim
o

n
ial d

in
n

er T
h

u
rsd

ay
 

fo
r retirin

g
 F

B
I D

irecto
r C

laren
ce 

K
elley

 w
as u

n
iq

u
e fo

r a co
u
p
le o

f 
reaso

n
s: N

o
 o

n
e co

u
ld

 ev
er h

o
p
e to

 
see as m

an
y
 F

B
I ag

en
ts in

 o
n
e p

lace. 
A

n
d
 w

h
at W

ash
in

g
to

n
 so

cial ev
en

t 
ev

er b
eg

an
 o

n
 tim

e, let alo
n

e early
? 

K
elley

 arriv
ed

 sev
eral m

in
u

tes b
e-

fo
re th

e start o
f th

e 6
:3

0
 p

.m
. co

ck
-

tail h
o
u
r an

d
 a h

alf at th
e W

ash
in

g
-

to
n

 H
ilto

n
, b

u
t n

o
 ag

en
t w

o
rth

 h
is 

b
ad

g
e w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e sh
o
w

ed
 u

p
 after 

the boss. C
onsequently scores of F

B
I 

w
o
rk

e
rs a

lre
a
d
y
 w

e
re

 lin
e
d
 u

p
 to

 
sh

ak
e h

is h
an

d
 ev

en
 b

efo
re' th

e ap
-

p
o

in
ted

 h
o

u
r. 

T
h
ere w

ere ab
o
u
t 1

,0
0
0
 p

erso
n
s 

th
ere, n

o
t o

n
ly

 F
B

I ag
en

ts b
u

t rep
-

resen
tativ

es o
f all k

in
d
s o

f law
 en

-
fo

rcem
en

t ag
en

cies. T
h
e m

o
st n

o
tice-

ab
le w

as th
e b

rig
h

t red
-co

ated
 rep

re-
se

n
ta

tiv
e
 o

f th
e
 R

o
y
a
l C

a
n
a
d
ia

n
 

M
ounted P

olice. O
n a night w

hen m
en 

o
u
tn

u
m

b
ered

 w
o
m

en
 an

d
 m

o
st m

en
 

w
ore dark suits of conservative stripe, 

a red
 co

at attracted
 m

o
re atten

tio
n

 
th

an
 it m

ig
h
t at so

m
e o

th
er festiv

e 
occasions. 

A
fter alm

ost an hour of hand-shak-
in

g
, K

e
lle

y
 a

n
d

 h
is w

ife
, S

h
irle

y
, 

h
ead

ed
 o

ff fo
r a "V

IP
" ro

o
m

. O
n

 th
e 

w
ay

, a rep
o
rter tried

 to
 ch

at w
ith

 
M

rs. K
elley

 b
u
t w

as d
issu

ad
ed

 b
y
 a 

g
en

tlem
an

 assig
n

ed
 to

 esco
rt h

er to
 

the room
. H

e placed him
self politely  

but nevertheless squarely in front of 
th

e u
n
w

an
ted

 co
m

p
an

y
 (an

d
 ev

en
 

p
resen

ted
 h

is id
en

tificatio
n

), say
in

g
 

th
at sh

e h
ad

 to
 m

o
v

e alo
n

g
 an

d
 th

at 
the V

IP
 room

 w
as off lim

its to new
s-

m
en anyw

ay. 
A

s if to
 em

p
h

asize a p
o

in
t, an

o
th

er 
m

an
, d

escen
d

in
g

 th
e escalato

r to
 th

e 
sm

aller ro
o
m

, sh
o
u
ted

 b
ack

, "N
o
 re-

p
o
rters," ju

st b
efo

re d
ro

p
p
in

g
 fro

m
 

sight. 
W

h
at h

ap
p
en

ed
 n

ex
t is co

n
jectu

re, 
b
u
t it can

 p
ro

b
ab

ly
 b

e su
p
p
o
sed

 th
at 

behind those closed doors, the K
elleys 

greeted som
e of the guests, including 

C
h

ief Ju
stice an

d
 M

rs. W
arren

 B
u

r-
ger, A

ttorney G
eneral and M

rs. G
rif-

fin B
ell, W

atergate judge John S
irica, 

and a num
ber of cO

ngressm
en. F

orm
er 

C
IA

 chief W
illiam

 C
olby left the room

 
early

, as d
id

 S
en

. H
en

ry
 Jack

so
n

 (D
-

W
ash). 
F

ro
m

 th
ere, it w

as o
n
 to

 filet m
ig

n
o
n
 

fo
r th

e 1
,0

0
0

, fo
llo

w
ed

 b
y

 so
m

e in
-

cisive rem
ark

s b
y
 co

m
ed

ian
 M

ark 
R

u
ssell. N

o
tin

g
 th

e p
resen

ce o
f B

ell, 
w

h
o

 h
ad

 fo
recast last Jan

u
ary

 th
at 

K
elley

 w
o

u
ld

 q
u

ick
ly

 b
e rep

laced
, 

R
u

ssell said
, "T

h
e A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral 

is sittin
g
 h

ere still w
aitin

g
 fo

r th
e 

d
u
st to

 settle." 
T

u
rn

in
g
 to

 K
elley

 h
im

self, R
u
ssell 

said
, "I can

't stay
 all ev

en
in

g
 b

u
t I 

w
ant to be here w

hen they give you 
those solid gold valances," a reference 
to tw

o sets of plyw
ood valances and a 

portable cabinet constructed by the 

F
B

I's special exhibits section and in-
stalled 

in
 h

is B
eth

esd
a ap

artm
en

t 
S

hortly after he took o
ffice in

 Ju
ly

 
1973. 

T
h
e
 tw

o
 re

m
a
rk

s w
e
re

 g
re

e
te

d
 

w
ith

 w
id

e lau
g

h
ter, in

clu
d

in
g

 B
ell's 

and K
elley's, before the audience w

as 
settled

 d
o
w

n
 w

ith
 so

m
e teleg

ram
 

reading. T
here w

ere m
essages of good 

w
ishes from

 
fo

rm
er P

resid
en

t F
o
rd

, 
S

en
. H

u
b

e t H
u

m
p

h
rey

 an
d

 V
ice 

P
resident M

 ndale, am
ong others, but 

n
o
n
e fro

m
 r resid

en
t C

arter. 
B

ell m
ad

 u
p
 fo

r th
at a b

it w
hen 

h
e g

o
t a ch

 n
ee to

 sp
eak

, say
in

g
 th

at 
th

e P
resid

 n
t h

ad
 p

raised
 K

elley
 

highly durin a m
eeting at the W

hite 
H

ouse. 
A

 sm
ilin

g
 B

u
rg

er said
 th

at h
e h

ad
 

b
een

 fam
ili r w

ith
 th

e F
B

I sin
ce h

is 
b
irth

p
la

c
e
, S

t. P
a
u
l, h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 

la
b

e
le

d
 b

y
 J. E

d
g

a
r H

o
o

v
e
r "th

e
 

p
o

iso
n

 sp
o

t o
f crim

e in
 A

m
erica." 

T
h

en
, th

e first F
B

I d
irecto

r ev
er 

to retire w
as presented citation's from

 
the S

ociety of F
orm

er S
pecial A

gents, 
th

e N
atio

n
al S

h
eriffs' A

sso
ciatio

n
, 

th
e
 In

te
rn

a
tio

n
a
l A

sso
c
ia

tio
n

 o
f 

C
h

iefs o
f P

o
lice an

d
 th

e F
B

I 
itself. 

K
elley—

w
ho has delayed his retire-

m
en

t fro
m

 Jan
. 1

 to
 F

eb
. 1

5
 u

p
o
n
 re-

quest by, irony of ironies, B
ell—

said 
of his future plans, "I'm

 sure I'm
 not 

g
o
in

g
 in

to
 th

e in
terio

r d
eco

ratin
g
 

business." 
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T
he F

B
I's 

C
larence 

K
elley, 

B
ehind 

C
losed 

D
oors 


